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Religion and Piety — 
to be Received and unter- 


Charity They arc Deſign'd, and con- 


ſequently need no Apology i in Ge- 
neral, yet becauſe it may happen 
(in Treating on any Subjec ) that : 
ſome Particular Caregwtances or Ex- ... 
preſſions mig] giye Offence, 2 
it neceſſary} 
rend Clerg y * for W hoſe Perſons 1 
have great Reſpett, and for whoſe 

mn 422 Sacres 
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8 3 Funfli on 1 Os hich hom 4 7 
that I have not put my Sich e into c 
Their 8 out of any diſreſpect 
to Ihem; 1 readily. own their Di- 
vine Miſſion and Commiſſion, and I 
w acknowledge, that They have a Par- 
& | $ x Cor. 9. 16. ticular Call and Authority to Preach 
be the Goſpel, and to feed = Flock, of 
God But I conceive, that this does 
not hinder, but that all Believers 
 Gughr to Promote C briftianity, and 
as they Receive the Gift may Miniſter 
ber 4.10% the ſame to one. another: Nay, it is Nef / 
the Duty of every Chriſtian zo ſeekthis 
i cor1412-that He may excel to the Edifying of Cha 
| ae Church, ad, when he is Convertedl that 
1 Brethren, And l am 50 
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on the "rol 2253 Mw 10 came * that 
an Eccleſiaſtical Perſon : iſt. Becauſeſ ſhou 
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) will be more ſuitable to the cs 

h Ly of the Layty, than the great 

Learning of the Clergy could — 

haye condeſcended unto: 2ly. Be- 

cauſe the Performances of the Cler- 

ar- (how excellent ſoever) would 

ach * depreciated: by the Diſaffefed, as 

Partial, and be too much Neglect. 
ed by Others, as the FAR ne of — 

Advocates i in their own Cauſe. 

In the next place, I muſt Apply te — 

All thoſe who differ from The Church 

of England and Aſſure Them, That 

bel this Treatiſe is written in the Spirit of 

g Charity, And if any of Them Think I 

rredthac I have Searched Their 

am too deep, The 4 "ught Neve 

ell: to excuſe i bel X go yu N It l. : kindly 1 


.. 1 20 my Res o 
All Go ft Readers Wiring Them, 
that if my Style (aiming at brevity) 
ſhould ſeem to them too Poſh tive and 
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Dogmatical, They would neve lets 
Interpret it Modeftly, and take my 
meaning to be, only to expreſs my 
don Sentiments plainly, which 1 
am ſo far from even Recommending 
to others, farther than They ſhall be 
found to be Right, that I will readi- 
ly Retract as Taany of Them my 
ſelf, as T ſhall at any. Time be Con- 
vinc'd tobe wrong, for my Deſign is 
only to diſcover Truth, and to Em- 
brace it wherever I find it, from 
whoſe hands ſoever it may aber 
w CG mee. 
—— ſo abe Eucher Apoltiny! 
xpoſe theſe Papers to the World, 
wit Nein viem ane .cxpectarion, That 
if They are Ng They may do ſome 
Good, and N They may 
be ſoon A mer Heck by 1 he Gornath 
Remarks of © thers, "Who I hope will 
rather endeavour, to thew Them- 
ſclves good Chriſtians than- good 
C riricks, Since even a Heathen peat 
** „ adviſe 


adviſe them, rather to Countenance 
what is well done, than to Carp at 
ſmall or few miſtakes. 


bi plura nitent in carmine, non ego paucis 


Offendar Macalis, Hor. lib. 2. Epiſt. 3. 


The Scheme of the whole Book is 
hereunto annexed, whereof this firſft 
part contains only Nine Chapters, 
and as I ſucceed in this, I intend (God 
willing ) to proceed inthe Reſt. 
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— E Scheme 1 Fn, , Firſt, To „ Con 
"der the End we All Aim at; and there- 
fore my firſt Chapter 7s of Happineſs, adly, 
The . of Attaining, it, which is Wiſdom. 
zdly, The Author of it, which is God. Athly, 
The means of obtaining this Happineſs from 
od, which is by Religion, And my 2dz3d, 
nd ach Chapters are denominated accordingly. 
thly. I conſider who muſt chooſe my Religion 
or Me. ; and I find, that tis abſurd and im- 

poſſible that any Body ſhould do it but my Self,ſo' / 


hat my fifth Chapter i is of 5 Jud, eel Contro- J 
rerſy. I then 4 5 £9 phat. fa 22 Men 1 


bould Judge, and mil 
And then 1 7506 „% 7 
ea ve 2 l bC hapt er 17 of [ 1 18 N 1 | & ih ,which 1 
Wo * 1 6 hurch, but | 
he Scriptures, 7 my 8th, gth, and 10th, | 
hapterf are Imploy'd 8 thoſe Titles. And * 
is Rule of Faith dire#s me to Chriſtianity, | 
pref 5 d in the TION of 1 by Law 
"—_—_ 
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E fabliſhed, 611 char my 1 wh, i Chapter 5 * The 
Chriſtian Religion, which requires Faith as . 


Neceſſary to Salvation; and therefore my I 2th 
Chapter is of Faith, and my 13th of the Creed 
or Neceſſary Articles to be Believed, the chief of 
which is the Meſſiah; and ay 14th Chapter is 
* HI M. And, becauſe no Body can be a 
briſtian without Baptiſin, nor 4 Good one 
wil out ſrequenily Receiving the Communion, 
my 15th Chapter. treats of the Sacraments; 
and * e Faith and the Sacraments cannot avail 
Perſons of Age, who do not Obey the Chriſtian 
 Dodrine, my 16th Chapter treats 77 Obedience 
"which conſiſts in Love, viz. of God, and o 
our Neighbour. and ſince all this is in order to 
Everlaſiing Bliſs, my 17th, Chapter is of A 
future State, which not being attainable 10 
Salvation, but upon earneſt Petition, my 18 
Chapter is of Praycr, And that I may not bt 
diſcouraged in furſuit of Eternal  Happineſi & 
ly ary ſecming difficulties in Revealed Religion 
I endeavour to fiucd out, how far we are concern 
in Myſtery; and my 19th Chapter is on tha 
ul jed. And, bi, laſt Chapter concludes, Tha 
it is the , of all Govern 
ments, and of. wy) co promote the Be 
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2ON TENTS. 


HAT. I. of Happineks. — 
ect. 2. Happineſs deſcrib d. 5 7 Vc EN | | 
. Tis not Compleat inthis World, ; "0 
. Becauſe of Afflictions; 
. . Muſt therefore be conſi der d Comparatively 
5: And jo the Philoſophers did. _ 
A Corpotal and e Pleaſure diſtin- 
le 10k guiſh d. 


2:40 Spiritual Pleaſure excelle, Do 
18th 
. Pleaſure and Happineſs diſtinguiſt, cl 


© 
* 
5 


ws 2 O. Happineſs chiefly derived from the Mind, 5 
1810. But parily from the Body. 255 
rn. Which would be Miſeraile, if the Mind did | : 
tht 7 Govern. = 
That 3: Oood Mer may deſire a * Body. | 
vern 4+ In what does a found Ming gent. 


The Il Conſequenags of d>Unſound Mind. 


3 ' 
6. Men can't be H appy. en, e il Rebels. 
ſts in ie an 


EW 


7. For Happineſs e 
ty of the Mind. Whey. 
8. The Mind may be eaſg, when i is ignorant 
of Danger. 
19. But can t beſo, if it perovites Salvation | 
or Honour # an Danger. | 
| as m ((( 
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The: Contents. 


Sect; 20. Eſpecially Salvation. 

21. The Mind naturally Abhors Sin. 

22. For the Mind u The Image of God. 
23. All Men abhor ſome Sin or other, and 1 

their Partiality hinders them from abbor- 
ring all kinds of Sin. 

24. Sin fatal, ever in this Life. 

25. And renders Mea Unſteady and Hopeleſs 
26. And deſtroys the Temper Neceſfery to 
-»—: Happinacdis:. 

27. Therefore Picty # the only Method to Feli 

A city. Wt 

28. Religion does not probibit lawful Pleaſure, 
29. So that tis eaſy to be Happy. 

30. But Compleat Happineſs muſt be Ever- 


| laſting. | : 7. 38 

31 1. And i. Confummate, in the enjoymen of „„ 

God. & 8. M 

| 32. Concluſion, That they are ay” Happy, who 9. N 
blave leaſt to Fegr, and moſt to Fons FR he 
CHAP. II. Wiſdom deſeribd. Ig. 

Sect. 2. A principal Rule of it, to know ones 122 ] 

, ne Hs 8 Wigs , 1 * Kt p 

5 . Worldly\ Wikdom'derib'd. is. 
. drfjerence-from True Wiſdom: f 14. ( 
. 5. Which dire@s us, to live in Friendſhip with 
> God. 15. 4 
f 6. According to oh Compliar Scheme of Vir 15. 1 

| tue in the Goſpel. 17. B 

9 * Animal Enjoyments, Hort, Dry mixt wil 18. ] 


Calami- 


The Go eL 


Calamitie/) deſerve vot the name of Pleaſure. 
8. Spiritual Enjoyments to be prefer d, 
9. The difference'between True Wiſdom and 
* N YL Wiſdom farther-ſhewn. 
The diſmal Conſequences of Worldly Will 8505 
re; 2 Ns Ja Therefore T rue Wiſdom 10 be "Rm 
fer d and prattis . 


Feli- Ncect. 2. VViſdom aud 8 deriv d 
_ BB from Him. 
ſure. 3. Tha there is A God, Almighty. 

. And Eternal. 


hs F. All Nations hae tow d 1. ; 
- or 7 And if any deny God, they believe feelin 
mY more Incredible. .._ | 
8. Man a Demonſtration of Godt” ads. 
Saad 9. No Obje@ion, that his Efſemee is Incompre- 
for. henſible. 
Ne. Goda firſt Principle among Chriſtians: 
rr. There can be hut One God. | 
ONE 12. But may be Three hb. 
H ares, or Perſug ]! 
r3. The Trinity « F 
„4. Of Divine Revelation, "THe: 
with prov'd by Scripture... FEY 
15. The Trinity pros d. | 
16. Perſonal AFrons of the Trinity. 
17. Baptiſm in the Name of the Trinity. 
18. The Orthodox Churches b:heve 7. 


CHAP. III. of GOD, Phe f is * excel- 
ent, Jags tis dangerous to treat of him. 
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The Contents. 


5 Sect. 19. [ts Believable. | 
"AO. TTY Man can Say tis improbable, * | 
N Leden? the Divine Nature. 
21. A Created God, or De pury ( God, lmpoſe 

| ile, 
22. Three way be One in dferent of 687. | 
23. An inſtance thereof 

24, Three are One in the Godhead, 8 6 
25. And is as believable, as that there is a 

difference between Infinite and Finite. | 

26. And No body can Deny it, for no body 

© Underſtands ##. 

27. 1herefore Incapacity Submits to Teſti- 

mony, and ſo it ſhould, in all tongs. i 
does not Onderſiand, | 

28. And Men generally do in other matters. 

29. The Trinity Ondivided in its Works. 

30. Andare One and The ſame God. 

34 1. Chriſt 5 Gd. 

33. 1½, Becauſe be is to le Worſliped. 3 
24.2dly, Becanje he is the Legiſlacor ofthe New 
ovenank 3 : 

25.3alyy Becauſe if a Meer Man be might 

2 She 2 ) be, pak 1 Sin, 5 

2 Saviour danft be. 3 
36. The Holy Spirit is God. 
32. And the words premjcuonſy Vs 4 it 
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Scripture. : 
38. Cannot be A Quality, becauſe Actions 3. 
| are Attributed to bim. „. 1 


ys the: 076 Perſon nhy U d. 
3 . or, 


4O. Concleſion,” a, FR 25 he _ 


be believed ; according to the Teſtimony” 
of Scripture. : | 


Ar. W of ihe 
Sect. 1. God 7s to be Worſhiped, therefore 


76. 

| A Religion. | 

1 . It muſt be according to His Wil, orgs 

T4) fore A Revelation. 

C. . Reaſon 7s not that Revelation. 

body Bui is an Univerſal Law, which All have 
Tranſgreſs d. 

eſti - 5. Reaſon could never r ſind out how to a 

gs it nee 

Js. The Goſpel des not cl a New Law. 

IS. - But publiſhes a Pardon »po» nem Conditions. 

5. 8. And Sinners are condemn d, not for re- 
fuſing the Pardon, but for tranſereſſ ng the 
Natural Law. | 

J. The Pardon need nat be pus liſo d, "has ; 

der where it is to be e ffectual. 


O. Religion muſt be d on Divine Re- 
(for velation. _ 6" - 
hich HI. VPhich Pagans 4 pretend o. 
12. But Mahometanis do falſſi 
13. And have a Beaſtly and Bloody Religion, 
14. The Jewiſh ee founded upon Reve- 
lation. 
. But being ne in Time and Place. 
* The Chriſtian Religion 75 an Enularge- 
| a 4 1 ment 
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know the contrary, The Trinity is to 
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CHAP. V. of The Judge of Con: 
troverſy. 
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Set. 2. . Min for himſelf is 4 
Another can no more Judge 8 we, than 
believe for me. 
4. For believing, i: but Judging the thing to 
JJ ( 
5 5. If Men were not Judgen ſor themſelves, 
there cculd be no Fault in mibelief. = 
6. Bat No Man can believe, 110 he thinks be * 
bas reaſon for it. 
7. And his is not a Judgnient of Authority, 
but of Diſcretion. ' I 
8, And i #5 Recommended in Scripture. | | 
Io. 4nd by Reaſon. . 1 
11. 009. 4. Faith awſt be without doubting 92 
anſwer l. 
12. And the Neceſſi ity of Examining proved.) | 
13. Ang fo it is in the vr «reg of Sct N 
©: The F achied mat Jul ares for others. 
15. Nor The Church, 
16. But every Man for Himſelf 
17. TheOhj. of Tenorance, 8 
18.7% Men Conſult en, yet TheyJudge gh 
themſelves, 
19. The fallacy lies in Confounding Prudence 
with N cceſlity, | 5 20. * 
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| * n Wd 1 3 ; 4 
6. Even the Fonce * * [Rate 3” © 
| preſeribd. 5 — 


. Therefore Conſcience | is * to be fore 5 

8. Tet Chriſtian Liberty is nat to be alan d. 

9. Nor the publique Peace diſturb d. 

Wo. Nor Authority diſobey d in matters nor 
„ Sinful. - + „ 

51. Nor wert the Reformation, 19 


CHAP. VI. of. Reaſon. | ve ® 
. pea. 2, Irs various dia: Wy CY : 
1 or the Natural Rule wy Humane Day. 

4. 7 PUbich is always Right. 

5. adh, For the Cauſe. N 

* 340 For the Faculty of te Deland, 


©." 


ing. * 
J 4thly, For the Judgment o or r Determination | 
of the Mind. e 5 
9. VWhich 3 may pervert the Generel Rule. Fa - 
10. So that. every Mans determination © © 
lis Reaſon. 85 Wish , 
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| ger Tg „ 39 
13. The ſeveral Kesepü unh Rep 3 

14. And explain d by an inſtance of Tem. 36 
16. Reaſon divided inoKnowledge,Opiniony . 


aud Faitn. | 38 
17. The Will Governs in matters of Praise. 2 
18. Not jo, in Judging and Belie vin. * 


19. Knowledge: What, and mhence. A 
20. Is nbc bh till a Miſtake  diſcover'd. | 4 
21. Opinion ot ſo. bj IF 


1 22. Both ariſe from the Gibbet 77 Nouns : 42 
| rund Verbe in 4 propoſition. 1885 ? 43 
23- The ſtrongeſt DE Joort F1 Know- = 4M 
mae | | 4 
4 Faith; what. 7 46 
. „. The Fropoſition muſt be Undetſiood. . | : 
1 26, Elſe there can't be an Explicit Aſent. © | 49 
ö 27. In n the matter muſt be under. 
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| and leaves the Bounds of its Subjeftion, ſhould Reaſe 


F 


be its "own. 1 and Puniſhment; — 
$ 2 gc ln Him plain, and every Man 
it in himſelf, That the the Boxy 
meln one to pleaſures that are Brutiſß, i 
yet there is ſome thing Noble and Divine in 2 
our Sos that deſpi ſes and ahhors thoſe ..-. 
| did Luſts, Something that Loaths the Baſe- 9 
neſs and Turpitude of Sin, and chides us 1 
for ſtifling our Reaſon, and indulging Paſ 3 
ons ſo unworthy: In ſhort, "There is ſc 3 


the filthy converſation of th Wieked. 
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t is vexed af 85 
3 5 a ket. 2. 7˙ 
8 22. And What is that, but the Image. 
of God; in Man, which naturally aims at 
Perfe&ion, and an Union with God, which 1 
cannot be compaſs'd whilſt the Bod FUngs 
the Soul to criminal Gratificktions? Gi He 
will come neareſt to,it, who reſtores Re. 


thing in every wiſe Man t 


ſon to its proper Authority, and ſuffefs the 
Soul to govern the Body, and the Rationale 
to direct the Animal. 


23. Let it be confident "that tho? 73 
Men differ in their Judgment of Good and 
Evil, yet there is tify, Man ſo entirglf wick 
ed but he abhors fon Sin or other, He that 
N the Pooꝶ yet will not Steal, and 
He that commits Ne will not Bear falſe 
Witneſs againſt his Neighbour, and the rea- 
ſon why Ne does not abhor all ſorts of Sin, ©} 
is his Parti ality; The Mind can't act freely, 5 N 
Reaſon i Is tiff 0 the Darling Paſſion, and 6 


whilſt 8 — 4 
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whilſt the Exorbitance continues, the Man 
perceives nothing, but what Humors and 
Indulges the Vite he is inclin'd to. But 
when the Paſſion is over, and e 
free, then Conſcience (which is Reaſon reflell. 
ing) makes a lively Repreſentation of the 
Sin, and renders the Perſon, according t 
the degree of his Underſtanding, more or les 
wretchel# and Unhappy. +. 
24. Beſides, even as to this Life, the 
 Conſequencegyoſ Sin are always Pernici 
ous and con Rony Fatal, either to Like 
Health, Eſtate or Reputation, ſo that no 
Man of Wiſdom, who'forſees theſe Con. 
ſequences, can be Happy under the. dread 
of them, or by continuance in Wickedness, 
will run the manifeſt hazard of being made 
miſerable by hem. 
q 25. And it may be farther conſider'd, 
That wicked Men having 20 ſure Anchor.of 
Hope, will betoſs'd toand fro with every putt 
of Aaverſity, and will be very miſerable even 
in ſmall Misfortunes, nay P aperisy it ſelf 
will not "hk eaſy upon them, for it cannot 
afford tflem the Progj@ and True Satisfac- 
tion, Which the Soul delights in; and con- 
ſequently will be ſq far from rendring them 
Happy, that it will not keep em from 12 
ing Diſcontented, and therefore ye often fee 
Perſons who are gay, favoured with the 
outward Bleſſings of Riches and Honour, 
8 e, 


not only Malecontent, Uneaſy, and Me- 
lancholly, but to a deplorable Degree, Mi- 
ſerable and Unhappy, whieh proceeds from 

the want of that unſpeakable Comfort, 
which the ſenſe of Virtue, and tlie Hope of 
Glory, afford to the Rightequs, or from in- 
delible Notions of Immortality, and the _ 
dread of a future Judgment, "It on which. - 
they are not 'able entirely to diſentangle 
themſelves, ſince they cannot be ſure of the 


26. Upon the whole matter, we are 
convine'd 4 and Experience, that 
the Mind is the chief Seat of Happineſs in all 
Rational Creatures; ſo that no Enjoyment 
can be reliſh*d, if the Spirit be Griev d, nor 
any Pain be unfupportable if the Mind 
be fix d and reſolv'd ; and that the Spirit 
muſt needs be Grievꝰd, whilſt the Conſci- 


| ence is perpetually accuſing one of an unre- 


pented Habit of Sin, and that the Mind can 
never he calm and ſerene but when Virtue 
and Religion preſerve it in an even and equal 
temper,” ſo as not tg be overmuch Elevated 
or Dejected with he Accidents Of 204 Life. 
And why ſhou'd it, ſince its chief Hope 


and Dependence is on the ner. 
9 27. Since therefore, The greateſt world- 
ly Bleſſings, as Wealth, Beauty, Honour, 


and Power, can in no wiſe make us Happy, 
or the Mind of a wiſe Man Exh, without a 


| Good 
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eligion is ſo fat 
t and reaſonable 


Recl. 2 tle Bleſſifigs of this Lic as coming from 
i: So, and to do other wiſe favours mot of 
— 1 Superſtition than Temperance, but Religion 
\ ne do's indeed require, that we-ſhowd be Meck 
a. 5. #74 Lonly if we intend to ſind Reſt to qur Soul; 
ang lit is our Intereſt ſo to he, as far as the 
— F _ Gofpel injoyns it; for it is not hereby its, | 
6248 ws | i tended? 
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. TS, » 25 
rended,to Confound the Orders and Degrees of 
Men, but to introduce a Habit of Patience - 3 

 and\ Humility to be exerciſed upon juſt O- ut 
petites; nor our Paſſions, but only Correct 
Them, and Governs, Them. as becomes 
Men. ol Piery and Virtue. , It Permit us , | 
the lawful Enjoyment of the Creatures 

made for our Uſe, and it i our Tateræſ as 
well as Religion which confines. us to Habi- 

tual, Modeſty and Temper angg, ſo as neither 

to Impair our Health or Eſtate, Sully our 

Reputation, or Offend our Gop,..who e.Com: 3 1 

mand ments are not grievous, And who has : bh . '\ 

enjoyn'd us ſueh Duties as would be our 4 

true Intereſt to Practice, even if there were 1 
no Account ro be made in the World to 

come. PP - 
-+$- 29. Thus eaſy it is to he Happy. here, 7 

and more Happy hereafter: And the true a 
Reaſon why every Body is not ſo is, becauſe 
ſame are Slaves to their Laſts, and ſmother 
their Conſciences, and act like Beaſts who - 

have no Underſtanding ; for ſuppoſe that 

Pleaſure were lef{eid by Moderation, (which 2 

I deny) yet the queſtion wowd be no more 

than this 35 Whether it were better fo enjoy mo- 

derate and lawful Pleaſure, with the hopes 

Glory, and a moral | Aſſurance | of Everlaſting — 


” 4 
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| Bliſs, or to tate the liberty of Beaſts AD 
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we are continually exposd to, And fitice 


not be compleat unleſs it were Everlaſting 3 
and there is no Way of rendring it pe 


1 - — — 
N awe A a — * 1 — N WE 
* — dos > . _ — — —— woe 2 — — L 7 
—. p Rose, r Fo - , | | | | 
——_ * - 3 2 n 4 D n — — 
a * * * a — . 8 A * = EEE a — 2 = 
| | 5 : d 5 - 8 f 8 0 ? 8 ; * q — = r 2 s PIE n 2 
N : r ; 2 b 3 A „„ © EE 4 SY 
= A p l © J wm FP r 2 — a 8 
wa 8 - 9 TIO 4 wn, * 
Tx 4 ä 
. 5 * | 


that there are pl 


the next, to the vain 


_ wetouſneſs, or other more Beaſtly and Un- 


finite Felicity himſelf, it muſt nee 


ince therefore it is evident, This 


. Enjoyments, and of the Perils, 


the higheſt Degree of Felicity attainable cans 


eren | p rpetual 
but by the practice ef Religion, which is the 
only Method of obtaining Everlaſting Life; 
and ſince it is only in the preſence of Go that 
there is fulneſs f Foy, and at his Right Hawa 
e pleaſures for ever-more. May 
we not juſtly conclude; That they are un- 
wiſe who neglect ſo great Salvation, and ſacri- 
fice the true Happineſs of this World and 

| Phoſpedts, or ſhort 
Enjoyments, of empty Ambition, ſordid Co- 


Vis, e 
831. In ſhort, ſince Gov is the Author 
and Fountain of Happizeſs, and enjoys In- 
be, 
that 
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that the greateſtFippineſs Men or Angels 
are capable of, muſt. conſiſt in the enjoy- : 
ment of Him, and that They will appraach -- —- 7 
neareſt to perfect Happineſs, who Love Gd 3 
moſt, and 'moſt-hearly conform to the Di- 8 1 
vine Nature, and ſurely there can be no 
Trae- Happineſs without Him, tor Peacefis His 
| Guifty: and *tis great miſery to be alienated 

from God, and tis the Senſe of that miſery, 
which compels the Wicked to ſmother 
their Conſciences, and ſtifle their Reaſon, 
and to deny Reveal Religion and God, 
whom They cannot think of, but as Their 
Enem, and conſequently not without Hor. 7 
ror:and+Amazement. | i 9 Hh 4 

8 32. So that upon the whole matter We 
may conclude, That if Happineſs do's chief. 
ly conſiſt in The Tramquilitj of the Mind, 
then certainly, They are moſt happy, who, 
through a well grounded Confidence towards God, 1 Ph 5. i: 
have leaſt to Fear, and moſt to Hope for, and 4 
ſuch are They, and They only, who abound 
in the Love of God, and conform to the dic- 
tates of A. rue Relig ion and Miſdom. | 
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2 is che Art of bee He 

1 pineſs;and therefore Tr 
propo fe Perſe and Compleat Ha — 
ern, — Bliſs, in the Beatifical Witt 
of God, as oux chief Aim and Eud, and the 
Practice of Religion as the proper and An 

Means to Obtain it. 

§ 2. To Compaſs this Glorious End, Iti isa 
Principal Rule of Wiſdom to Kyow ones 60 | 
( Moſce Te ipſum )1n order to the better Go 
vernment of Ones Paſſions, and by th 
Contemplation of Their Infirmities to Ren. 
der Men more Humble and Modeſt, leß 
Audacious and Conceited, and more caps 
ble to ſupply Their own Wants, and more 
Induſtrious to Correct Their Vices, and 
Communicate Their Virtues: But ſince 
The Heart of Man is deceitful, Great cam 
ſhould be taken, That the General Judg. 
ment a Man makes of Himſelf be not de- 
rived from Tranfient Thoughts, .or Single 
Acts, but from the conſtant Practice, and 
Habitual Courſe of his Life. 
$3. But there is another ſort of Con ud 
which mY pretends 1 to The glorious i 
racter 
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al en Gf — vie rs Jay pho. 0 t 
i moſt it 18 but Wi orlaly N 'J ;ſdom,, r i SL | 
only this Life, and Ge. Anitmat'a Jork 
1 | part of the Man, nl places his ieee 
an in Senſuality, It Confiſts! in Vittous C aſt, and 


28 wicked Cunning, prompted by Criminal Paſ- 

4 9 attain N 295 pen 3 ö 

J the Bd it propoſes; And bec en do 

ines very Gen parſe the proper 0 1 ex- 

nion actly, to compass their Ungod! Y. Deſigns; 

d the It is therefore Fei. That The Ch tare : of this 1 Luke 16; 8. 

| furl World are in Meir Generation wiſer than the 
„Children of Light; That is, T hey have more 3 
It is vl Mom, They are more Active, ang 
5 Jef more Crafty; but in reality They are not | 
r Ge Wiſe at all, but on the contrary, Their 

7 the worldly Wiſdom ts fooliſhneſs 7 % Gop, who Cor 2. 14. 

Ren. rates mem in their own Cra, Gs 55 S0 that 

t, leb profeſſins. Thendfelves to be (Woi dly) Wile, - 


They Become (Spiritually) fools and are with- Rm, x. 237 
e 3 
94. For tra ische 2 Conſiders, That our 


ſinceſſ Souls partake of the Nature of Angels, as 

Carell our Becher do of the Nature of Beaſts; and 

Judg : conſequently, That thofe who prefer the 

ot de- Gratification of their Senſes before their Rea. 
Single, or their Bodies before their Souls do ack 

e, andlike Beaffs,* whilſt thoſe who chiefly regard 
be $9: behave themſelves Iike Angels, and 


act With ght Wiſdom, ax well knowing, 
Chat it will not profit a Man to gain the whole 
my ind loſe | 1 Jon? Gy * oor. 
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Live in perpetual Friendſbip with Him. It 
is not · to be expreſs'd what Comfort and 
Satisfaction ariſes thence, to a Pious, Well. 
diſpos'd and Devout Chriſtian; and how 
much a firm Affiance in God Almighty,. and 


leviate all the Miſeries and ,Misfortunes 


tude of Friends," in the 'Terments.. 
eaſes, and the Agonies af Deb. 


They do not think Certain, or at beſt is pe. 


followed with the ffings of Conſcience, * 
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) It follows, That it is the higheſt Wiſdom, 


to Love and fear Goo, and as it were, To 


an aſſured Hope of Glory, do's leſſen and al. 


Men are liable to, in Poverty and Sickneſs, 
by the Malice of Enemies, and the pas 


. 

+ 
. * 4 
hy * 


$6. Beſides, The Chriſtian Rel gion is the Noi ty 


bleſt and moſt Compleat Scheme of V.irtue Ml $a 
that ever was thought on, It do's not only TI 


| Regulate a Mans Words and Actions, but WW /: 
Purifies his Thoughts alſo : So that by the M to 


practice it. 9 . 

$ 7. For the Queſtion is not, (as our Luſts 
and Paſſions ſuggeſt) Whether it be better 
to Enjoy preſent Pleaſure that is certain tho 


ſinful, than expect future Happineſs which 


Rules of Philoſophy, . it were Wiſlom to 


ry Remote ? For the wicked Pleaſure which 
ſeems preſent, affects only the Animal part, 
and is but of very ſhort Continuance, and 
really do's not deſerve the name of Pleaſ 


at all; becauſe it is either accompanied or | 


On 


the 
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the fear of Diſtempers, Poverty, Shame, * 
and other great Calamities whic are Con- 

| ſequential to it, even in this World, And 
when the Paſſion ceaſes, the Pleaſure is gone, 
and the Perſon is left Comfortleſs, and A- 4 
bandonꝰ'd without remedy or alleviation, 9 
to all manner of Affflictions in Bad) and 5 
Mind, and finally Expos'd to Deſpair, Sick- 

zeſs, Death and Hell; whilſt on the other 

hand, They who ſubdue their Paſſions, and 
live a Life of Virtue, and Abſtain from fleſh- 1 ber: a; 11. 
ly Luſts, which war againſt the Soul; t 0) e 
they may at firſt meet with ſome difficul- 

ty in the Conflict, yet they will find great 

Satisfaction and Pleaſure in the Conqueſt, 

They will preſerve their Honour, their E- 

ſtate, their Health, and whatever elſe is dear 

to Virtuous Men, They will have Comfort 

in all Afflictions that can happen; and if 

Fa be added to their Virtue, They will = 
Enjoy Heaven upon Earth, and Heaven 

refer, , 3 1 Aa YE OOO” 

$8. It is in this reſpect, and in compariſon, ' _. 
with The Toke of Bondage under the Law, Gal. s. 1. , 
which neither the Jews nor their Forefathers 1B 
were able to bear. That the Holy Scriptures q 
aſſure Us, That our Saviour's Tote is Eaſy Ma: 11-3% ĩ5ð7 
and his Burden Light: Not but that Reli- "» 
gion engages Us in a continual Warfare with 
the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, but 1 
then it W onderfully helps Us to a Viffory 
i „ 


11 
. 


| aw: 3.15. 


Yerſ\. 16. 
iy 


aver them All, which i it is oux true Inzereft 
8 as to this Life) to ſtruggle for and 

Obtain. And if there be not a Deunſirs 
tive certainty of a future State, yet. there is 


ſuch a r Certainty of it, as is ſufficient 
to. fupport. the Hopes of the Righ 


teous, and 
to en the Wieked out of win Res 
poſe 
$.9. But I need not Raben this Point ; for 
the difference between worldly Wiſdonz and 
true Wiſdom. is elegantly ſet forth by: the 
Apoſtle St: James in few. Words, — — he 


deſcribes the former to be Earthly,. Senſual, 


Deviliſh, and productive of Eu, | Strife, 
Confaſion and every Evil work; and the other 


to be, firſt. Pure, then Peareable, gentle and 


Verſ. 17. 


eaſy. to be Intreated, full of Mercy: an gaoa 


Fruits, without Partiality, and without Flypo- 
cri; by which Character, every hay 
dic'd Perſon may eaſily perceive, w 
he has true Wiſdom or not: And which a 
theſe two kinds of Wiſdom: is moſt likely to 
promote his Tranquility here, and his Ever. 


laſting Happineſs hereafter, 


F 10. But if this do's. not Convince hirh l 
may ſee the Wiſdom of the Righteous II- 
luſtrated, by caſting his Eye on the Re- 


werſe of the Meaal, and by conſidering the. 


Pook of Wa, which tells us, That the 


Fooliſhneſs of Wicked and Atheiſtical Men; 
whereof we have an ample Account in the. 
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Ungodly reaſon? d with themſelues, but not arighi:; Wiltom, 1. 
That they were Mortal as Beaſts, That their ver. a, 3. 
| Name ſhould be forgotten, and their Spirit va. 
niſþ. as ſoft Air: So that we ſee, That the 
beſt of their Hope; was to Die like Dogs, 
and have their Memory Periſh. And there- 
fore they were for making uſe of the pre- 
ſent Time: But how ? Very Beaſtly and ve- 
ry. Malicioaſty- Let ate up ( fay they) io 
Voluptuouſneſs and Oppreſſzon. Let our ſtrength cbap. 2,9, 
be the Law of Juſtice. Let us, he in wait for vent tn 
the Righteous, Wo efteem us Counterfeits, and verl. 16. # © 
abſtain from our Ways as from Filthineſs. - Let By 
Us Examine Them with Deſpitefulneſs and Tar 
ture, and Condemn them to a ſhameful Death. erl. 1 
This is a very Brutiſb and a very Crael | 
Pattern; and therefore not fit for a Chriſtian 
or a Man of Honour to follow. Surely 
every Man of Senſe will be aſhamed of 
lucky Character: But this is not the 
worlt. Let us proceed to the Event, and 
we. ſhall fee what all this comes to; 
for They were deteiv'd in their Imagination, willom t; 
their fromard Thoughts ſeparated them from 
Go p, and Wiſdꝶ would not enter into their 
malicious hearts, were puniſh d according = 
to their own Imaginations, They were Miſerable, Chap, 3.16, 
Their Hopes were vain, Their Labours unfruit- Ver i. 
ful, and their works unprofitable, Their Wives vc, 
were fooliſh, and their Children wicked, Their 
Off-ſpring was curſed, And thro Envy „ 
e Fro C 4 | Devil Ver. 13 | 


verſ. 4. 
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Gp 2:24. Devil, theywho held of his ſide, found the-Death 
which he brought-into the World, And thus 

fy horrible was the End of the ere Gent. 
Chap 3. ic. #ation, who were tormented with their own. Abo. 


% 
9 11. Since therefore there is no Peace to the 
Micked, who are like the troubled Sea, when 
57-2 it cannot reſt; whoſe waters. caſt; up, Mire and 
Dirt. And ſince they are Odious to G o 5 
Pal.rr:s. and to All Good Men; And when they 
£2 "are deſtroyed from the Earth, their Me-] 
mory- ſtinks, and Their Poſterity ſuffers. 
And ſince on the other hand Religion ſup 
ports and promotes Virtue, and Leſſens our 
Afflictions, by Compoſing our Mind, and 
Nouriſhing them with the comfortable 
Hupe of Everlaſting Life: We may ſafely 
Conclude, That no Man is truly Wiſe, or 

can poſſibly be Happy, but He that is Reli 
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Verſ. 26. 


ZT ⁊ ho BET C-: 318 
912. And indeed, The _ Scriptures give 
ah ſuch a full Atteſtation to this Truth, that 
tronen jn many places of Scripture Wiſdom is ta. 
Tim 3, ken for Religion, and the Words may be 
159 promiſcuouſly us'd ; So teach us to number 
Val. 30 12. oy” Days (fays the holy Pſalmiſt,) that wr 
nay apply our Hearts'to Religion. Ihe fear '< 
tie Lord is the Inſtruction of Religion, ſays 

Prov.15-33. Solomon, Who moſt elegantly ſhews the 
401-3. 37. Wiſdom of practiſing Religion; becauſe hr 
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ways are mays of 2 00 * * all her 
Paths are Peace. 

6 13, If this be ſo Then urlly 3 is a Fool bal. 53. 1 
who wy JO in his. Heart, that there is no God: 

it ſeems that he is'no.[&ſs/ſo, who ac- 

— g the Deig, nevertheleſs neglects 
to ſeek alter true Wiſdom, by which only 
he can Acquire Heppineſs; er r A 
rate to: amy 90. rms d 
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res ; with an oveful 8 od 
bling Hand, That I preſume to treat 
of To o; Fen I am -convinc'd,”\( with 
St. Auguſtine ) that in regard of his Excel. 
» | lence, It 5 à dangerous thing to ſpeak, even 
true Things of the Almighiy, ſince our 
beſt Thoughts and Herre come ſo 
very much ſhort of His Glorious Nature 
+. and Infinite Perfections, That it is very 
. difficult to Think, Write, or ſpeak of 
|  Gop as we ought. However, It is fome- 
times neceſſary to do it, as well as we can. 
And I take my ſelf to be Engag'd now, 

to ſay pa upon this Glorious Thoms 

1 (with moſt profound Humility and Reve- 
BY rence) ſince my Subject neceſſarily leads 
W me thereunto. 2 
9 2. For, As n is not to be attain 

but by Wiſdom, ſo neither is Wiſdom to be 
Obtained, but from Go D; for there is no 

Jam; 3; 27, frue Wiſdom but what 1s from Above ; And 
a8 r7.28.1t is from Gop, (in whom we Live hl Move 
and bave our. Being) that both Wiſdom and 

Happineſs are N and the only means 

: of acquiring them, is oF Religion, os 
i. > OD 
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therefore n 


bade 10 n ard ay great Benefits' from 2 
G @ Dz; to believe that 15 is, and that be ir n Reb. 11. C. 


e them that diligent in ſeet him 
To pereeivt that there: is Go p, one 
only to eonſider who mad the firſt. — 
Nothing can make it ſelf; nor can there 
an Infinite progreſs in natural cauſes: 
BY it there was a x as M 1 did 


mighty Tower 5 aud that: Mnighty is 


D.. e 
94. And as 3 . Carruptible ＋ Hngs 
ould not Create Themſelves,” ſo neither 
ould! they be Eternal; and if fo, there 
nuſt be ſome Prime and Eternal Cauſe of” 

Il Things, and of all Perfections „ and 

hat is GO Do. 

55. The Conſent of almoſt all Nations mi 

II Men in the World to. Worſhip a Deity 
2ems originally to proceed from — 

n, which N — Suppoſes and Infers 
God, and is approv'd by the General Suf- 

ages of All Ages from the Creation to this 

ay, Nulla Gens tam Barbara, ſays Cicero, ut 

on ah, ideat hec Perſuaſio Deum eſſe, and 

„He muſt be very Conceited and 

ſe, who affects the . . _ 

ting zum a rheſe. + 
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be ä 5 2 | 
$7. Whoever Denies Gov, believes ſome. er 
thing more Incredible, viz. That Matte, def 
aud Motion are Eternal; and that the won: MW {p< 
\derful and wiſe Effects of Providence and 
Omnipotence and particularly the Moti. 
ons of the Planets (wich are as Regular 
as a Clock) have happ' ned by chance, and 
that this glorious Syſtem of the World, is 
_ the" fortuitous product of ' jumbled Atto. 
mes: Now” let any Unprejudic'd Perſon 
of common Senſe reſolve, whether it be 
more reaſonable to Acquieſce in theſe 4. 
ſurdities, or rather to believe the Holy 
Ph. 19. 1. Pſalmiſt, that the Heavens declare the Glo 
Rom. 1. 20. Of God: And the Apoftle, that the T-viſible 
| Things of Him from the Creation of the World 
roy; ſeen, being underſtood by the things 
that are made, even his Eternal Power un 
Godhead. And to conclude with the Wiſe 
Man: Sarely vain are all Men by Nature mio 
Widd. 23. 1. are Ignorant of God, and could not out of the 
: good things that are ſeen know him that is. 
- $8. And indeed we muſt own, that Men 
carry about them ſuch Demonſtrative Ev 
dences of G o p, in the wonderful Frame 
and contexture of their Boazes, and in the 
more ſtupendious Faculties of their Minds, 
that there are few or none ſo hardy, as to 
deny tbe exiſtence of Go, but thoſe whoſe 
Judgments are corrupted by their Senſualities, 
and bribed by their Vices, to diſown a Pon- 
Drs 7 T7 | er 
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whih —— voulh 
deſpair to Arone ;© and even 5 
2 what they wiſh , then w 
ind de cine by 
$9.:It is no Objection * evi 
of God, that his Eſſence is -Incomprehe "a \ 
ble to us, whoſe weak Capacities cannot 
reach the ſublime Glory of Divine Nature, 
any more than it is an Objection 8 
our own Being, that other Animals 
comprehend the Nature u Mn. I 
plain that no Creature can perſecty 
underſtand any Nature ſuperior to, 144 
more excellent than its o n: Why then 
ſhould we expect perfectly to comprehend 
the Supreme and moſt Excellent | Being of ull. { 
wo as this do's not hinder us from belie- 
ing, That there are Augles and Spirits, 
= we do not perfectly underſtand their” 
Nature; muchleſs:ſhou'd it hinder us from 
believing. That there is 4 GO, ſince his 
Power is more , tho? bis Natare be — 
more Myſterious. \ n 1 398 Of 
910. But it is needleſs sda Point A 
toChriſtians, withwhom The bein and belief 42 
of God is the firſt Principle, ſo that tis not | 
to Them, but  to-- Atheiſts and Heathens, 
that one —_— make: uſe of —— 
Arguments, to prove in their own we 
That . is An Fenn a Onmipoten 
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W545 POOR ro SRO ur And 
Nasſon, that there can be hut One God! 15 
add Divene: Eſſence. mutt be either Js. 
os and Subordinate ; and then it. cant 
0 u. - an then he might 
— PC ole orchinder the other Ornnipotent 
hich i is Impoſſible, at leaſt there would 
85 more Omuipotents; more Lafiritet, And 
Lore Etermais than Oue, which is Abfurd: MI 
pd: cher ore we muſt fo Interpret this 
75, v they Write of God the Fathey, 
incipałl Go D, and the Fountain 
Fw the Deity as not to mean: that either 
of the mY was more — chan the 1 fn 
all of Them more than e-and the 
85 'D * ſhould: u 
Word Equal in tlie Abe is Creed to þ be 
port he very — for ſo ws — e 
Wee the Uodbrad, — e 
pre 10ns, in Repreſentir = Perfor 
T6 and Appearances, properties — Re 
8 of the Three Perſens in the T 
3 ive Us a clearer Idea ofthe Matter ald 
| „That the Son is Iuferior to the Ey. 
a as s touching his Mazhood; but in reſ. 
pe}. of his Godhead, He is not e qual, but 
„ 


* 4 


the very ſame: And if we that 

ee or the Worſhip of more Gods 
than Oue, was the Sin from which the Head. 
thens were to be Converted. And that 

thprpfore the DoSrine of the Trinity could 
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never have N . — the Three 
Perſons had not been One and the ge 

God; for ee 72 — + | 
thouſand Gods as: Three : We may be Ci 


Expreſſion of —— is, that $ 


Son and Han Ghoſt.ave owe ee - 3111 
i. And it is not Inconſiſtent with this 


4 13 -Bue 1 57 
Unit C 


Non rp = e enquiry: "Whac 

Grounds there are for bel — it; and IF 
far we are ncerned- explicitly . . 5 
Underſtand and believe it. are; 60 „„ 4 

+$ 14. As to the former, It being a 

purely of Divine Nevelation, ; 

no other proof of it but from — — 

God: bo that it em the Holy! Seriptares | 
| 7 N ie alone 
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Ae EIN muſt popu the” Diſc wer 


hd Atteſtation of this { 
15. And indeed We heel not bel ag 


2 Cor. 13. 
14. 


She] for The Seripture is very full an 
preſs. in the Poin „Teaching Us, This 
Spiritual Guifts, Admifliſtrations and Ope. 
rations do Hroceed from the Triniry;” viz. | 
The ſame Jyirit, Tlle ſume Lord, and The 


fame G0 WInieh is that One au the ſelf ſa 
Sfr e to ever Man ſeveraly as 
will, And Srdingly the ſame Apoſtle 


gives the hleſſing to che Church 6f Cor#th 
the Name 7e The Holy Trinity, viz. | 
The Graze our Lord: Jeſas Chrift, and th 
Love of God and Ihe Communion of: The Hb. 
/ Ghoſh be wish jou all Amin, And Süitably 
ereunto St. John Aſſerts, That there are Thee 

: whith bear Rerord in Heaven, The Fther The 
| Word and the Spirit, and theſe Thres are Ons 
and it is ſo plain, by 'the'coherence of abe 


following verſe, that this Text does bel 


to this Chapter (as the moſt Antient an 

Authentique Copies do Teſtify) and that 
the Mord Gonifies Chriſt as Job. iii. that the 
Oppoſition given to this . i —_— and 


Contentious. | 
1H x6: Beſides this, We read; Mash. as 


That Chriſt at his own Baptiſm in Jo 


aw the Spirit of G o » defcending like a 


Dove, and lighting upon Him, and loe a 


Voice from —_— ſaying, This is ay be. 
Toves 


—2 
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loved Son, Ke. 80 that here are perſonal and 


Son and Holy Ghoſt ; The Father ſpeating 
from Heaven; the San polen 10, and ee - 
in from the River, and the Hog eh de- 5 

ſceuding upon him. 
$17. And in Mat. a8. 19. We End ais diſtin- 
tion of Perſons in the Trinity, not only in- 
ulcated unto. us, but alſo made Eſſential 
o the form of Baptiſm for ever; ſo that 
Bptiſm/is not — unleſs Wbe made 
» the Name of the Father, and of the Son; and 


the Holy Ghoſt. And ſince: Baptiſim is the 


ti manifeſt that the Name in which we are 
Baptized, muſt needs ſignifie that God with 


2 n we Covenant; and therefore it is 
# Wrobable, that it is Raid, Name, and not 


ames, to ſignify, That tho they are Three 
Perſons, yet they are but one Gop. 1 
IS 18. Hence it is, that the Orthodox Church | 
as always believed, that Chriſtians ought 
o worſhip One God in Trinity, and Trani in 
675 neither 22 the perſons nor di- 
iding the Subſtance ; and it cannot be de- 
ied, but that the Charch, has good rea- 
Dn to believe this, f. the thing | in it ſelf be 
lie vable. 
919. And it ſeems to me, that every thing 
$ believable, that one does not nom to be 
iſe; foo rho it be 1 ſo highly 2 


eg 


diſtin Actions attributed to the Father, 


Seal of the Covenant between Gon and ws, © 
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bal, Fer if it de poſſible, jt Maß he ar; 
and ee muy be true is believable ; and 
a Wiſe Man has no more to do, but Im. 
partially to weigh the Proof or the Teſtimy. 
y againſt the Improbability, and yo deter. 
mine which he thinks moſt weighty, and 
his Aſſent will follow accordingly. ,- 
9 20. Now in the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
no Man can ſay, that there is any thing In. 
Poſſible, nor indeed Improbable, 1thout Aſſy. 
ming perfectly to underſtand the Nature. ; 
God, which no Man do's. And it ſeenis 
high Preſumption, to pretend to Judge any 
thing concerning Gop, but by comparing 
tit to his Revealed Attributes. Hence it is 
that we know Go can't Lie, becauſe heis 
Truth it felf, and that he is not Cree. b 
cauſe his Mercy is Infinite; and from hence 
we may conclude,” That Gop:has not ſaid 
the thing, (ſuppoſe Tranſubſtuntiatian) when 
we know the thing to be Falſe: But af i 
appears that Gop has ſaid a Thing, the 
I am ſure it is traue in the Senſe. intended 
and d if it is impoſſible in one Senſe, wn 
ought to Interpret it in ſuch a Senſe, where 
in we may believe it to be True. 
8 21. And indeed, It ſeems to Me, That 7 
the Objections againſt the Doctrine of ti 
Trinity are Sophiſtical and Groundleſs, and 
altogether unworthy of Thoſe great Pre 
tenders to Reaſon, Who aſſert greater con 
2 | e © ah 1 85 t ; 


rad1« 


Wet \ : 


* N and abſurdities In- the « Gil | 
nl God of the Aris, and 3 0 
m. The Sotiniant, then They can 
0. Object aga inſt the Orthodbx; fork Paezsl 
er- any Notion of the Divine Nature at all; 
nll Gop i an eternal Omnipotent. Ait Supfeam 
eig, which neither a eee nor a; De- 
115 ey can poſſi bly be. SY ab 1 1 
8 22, As for their Objection, That ti 
Im poſſible, That Three ſhould" De One, what 
is it hut to aſſume à liberty of ut ing the 
Things of Gos after the Marker 15 57 
and meaſuring an Infinite Nature by a” | 
OE ite line, beſides, they are deceiy'd,” | 
i Y Three may be Oe in ſeveral Reſpects, A. 
he v tho? it is Impoſſible to give 8 45 Nee ] 
de. ſtance that can reach Divine bes Th 
ene perhaps The Adverſaries wou abate f 
fall their, Pride, and become more modeſt, if 
yhet They! * confider.. ' | 
N 23. That if Three Julges had a Cen. 
miſſion of Aſſize to them, or any, or ei- 

thay of them, arid the firf Judge: went 
alone, he would be the Court, and if the 
her ſecopd Judge went alone, He would be the 
very Jame Court, and the like of the Third 
judge, and if ti ey all went together, They 
WW | would be The very fame Court, as They were = 

ſingly. and ſepararely, ſo that One may * 
truly ſay, That the fiſt Judge is the Court; f 
the uy J udge ipthe Court, and —_— | 

u ge A 
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judge is the Court, and yet there at 


R * . UP" 
g des, N * 1 3 F 
7 n I eee, „ 3 "ERIN 
« $ ' . e Y3 \ n 1 
4 7 , Whats 
* N 5 
: x \ 9 1 * : 
. . T4 "4 : % 
2 - 4 * - 
s © b - * * 
KI I 
4 5 
3 5 2 
4 % 1 
1 Fa 5 . : 
33 7 . 
* ” ! 4 [2 
* « 
= * - — 1 #, 


3 7 i 8 Xx 464 * £4, * 0 
N 2 1 
N H. 


rer Courts, but One Court, and tho? each 


of them is the Court, and all of them ate 


the Court, yet the frf Judge is not the 
ſecond judge, nor he the rhird,cach of them 
the furiſdition is Indiuiinel and E 


is the very fame to each and all of them, 
and placed in them, not by Djviſon, but by 


2 Communication of Authority. © 
8.24. If it be replyed, That tho? Three 
may have the ſame Authority, being 
matter ad extra, yet they cannot have the 
ſame Individual Nature, Will, or Under. 
ſtanding, but even in the inſtance aforeſaid, 
One Judge may alter what the other 
has done, Wont this naturally lead them 
to conſider, the great diſparity between Di- 
vine and Human Nature, and that tho” in 
Humanity, which is Spectfick, and diſtri- 
buted amongſt Individuals, and its finite 
Nature Terminates in one Subſiſtence, and 
every Perſon has a diſtinct Mind and a Nu- 


merical eſſence, it muſt needs be, That the 


Multiplication of Perſons muſt Add to the 
Number of Men, yet it will not follow 
that in Divinii, the number of Perſons 
ſhould Multiply the Number of Gods, be. 
cauſe the ſubſtance and eſſence of God is 
Individual, and numerically. the very 1 
ſd that it is Iadiviſible, and cannot be Mul. 

* * 1 pled, 
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9. 


ſons, not by Diviſion, but by Commubricat- 


' riplyed; and is applied to the Three Per 
on, 10 that The very ſame Mind and Will is' is | 


them all, and ſure it is a weak Inference, 
that becauſe Human Nature is not capable 
the Infinite and Omnipotent Nature of God. 
0 25. So that it ſeems to me no more diffi- 


cult to believe the Tyinit, than to believe, that 


there is a difference between Divine Nature 


and Human Nature, between Infinite and Fi- 
nite, between the Creator and the Creature, and 
that what is proper tothe former, may never- 


theleſs be Impoſſible to the latter, ſo that 
tho? finite Human Nature cannot be in Three 


Perſons without Diviſion, yet the Divine In- 
diviſible Nature may be in Three Perſons by 
Communication, without any Diviſicnat all. 


$ 26. Nor do's it at all ſhake my Faith, 


that HumanC Te is too feeble and Infirm, 


to comprehend perfectly the Nature of Gop, 

or to diſcern the Extent of his Pomer, or 
the manner of Divine Operations, or Pro- 
ceſſions: On the contrary, My Faith is con- 


firmed hereby; for ſince I da not anderſtand 


it, I cannot oppoſe it, and ſince I cannot 


know the contrary, Tought to believe (as Ido) Ea 
the Teſtimony of Scripture concerning it. 


9 27. And here it is, andin caſes of this 
ſart, where the Nature or Power of Gop is 
in queſtion, that Regſon (or Human Under- 
truth, 
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ſoar ſo high, nor = to underf anc 


Matter aright, and conſequently; cannot 


make +a right Judgment of it; 8 W - 
therefore called an 2 e . 
fen, becauſe the Wit of Man is — able 
either to diſcover or perfectly comprehend 
the Secret: So that in theſe Caſes and the 
like, (as the Fhpoſtatical Union, the Con- 


Ception of a Virgin, the manner of the Re. 


ſurrection, the Union of our own Bodies 


: and Souls, Cc.) Reaſon is concerned only 


to examine the Teſtimony, and if that be 
found Divine or ſufficient, Faith ( by the 
Grace of Gop) will follow- of courſe, and 


the Mind ſubmits, becauſe it can Travel no 


farther, nor make any farther Oppoſition; 


for if it ſhould judge of Divine Nature or 


Power, by. its Imperfect Notions of finite 
'hings, tis certain it would Err; and 


hy therefore i it acts wiſely in withdrawing, and 
giving out, when it perceives that it 1s not 
a competent Judge of the matter; ſo that in 


helieving Myſteries, one does not believe 


X 


un ofic it e 


any thing his Rerſon tells him is falſe; but 


he . upon good Teſtimony, what his 
Reaſon knows nothing of at all, and there- 
fore cannot ſay, it is either Improbable or 
Urne: And if it be ſo, that Men do not 


perfectly underſtand the Divine Nature, and 


that they cannot dan u Negative to — 
t han they dou derf 
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it; The moſt they.can ſay againſt the Do- 


Aline of the Tini is, That # is above their 
Capacity, and that they cannot conceive hom 
it can be, but ſince Men have oftentimes 
Reaſon to believe, What They have not 
Power to canceive, as Eternity, Infinity, and 
the like, that ought not to hinder them 
from hearing the Proof, That it s, nor of 
believing, That it in ſo, When they find it 
ſufficiently 8 de e 


$ 28. Perhaps ſome of them can as little 


underſtand, hom the dumb water and without 2 Eſd. 6. 48: - 


Life brought forth living Things, or how x 


* 


ſmall grain ſhould produce a great Tree, or 
how a Fiſh could hve in the Water, Which 
would drownany other Azimalpwhy,orhow 


the Earth moves, or the Sea ebbs and flows, 


and yet their Ignorance in thg P hilooply : 
of theſe matters, does not hinder them 
receiving proof of the Thing, nor of being 


rom 


convinc d, That it is ſo, when they eſteem 


the Tefimony ſufficient to prove it. 


9 29. And ſurely as has been ſaid The 


4 


| Holy Scriptures ( whoſe Divine Authority 


ſhall be proved Chap. 10th) do ſufficiently 


** 
o 


teſtify the 5 and Unity propos'd, The 
former in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
who are diſtinguiſhed in Scripture by Per- Ich. 18. 26 
| ſonal Actions, Relations, and Properties, and 


the latter in the Ident. 


2 4 


_ att laentity of Divine E ence 
which. is the ſame in them all, and there 
2. + fore 
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ie 
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any 
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(c) Col. 2 


7 


fore all Actions and Operations of t 

nity (except thoſe which 8 and 

of mutual Relation) are the Joynt and Vn! 
divided Works of them all, ſo that neither 

of them had more or leſs to do than the 
Ieh x.3. Other, in the Works of (a) Creation, Ræ. 
ig. demption, and + Sanctification, Tho? they 


ich. 1. 36. 


Jade 1. 1. are ſeverally aſcrib'd to the Reſpective Per: 
ſons by way of Appropriation, to diſtinguiſh 
Their Operations and Offices towards Us, 
and that of Redemption is peculiarly aſcribed 
to the Bleſſed 1 rg not but that the Farher 
and Holy Ghoſt did equally act therein as 
So, but —— Chriſt ſuffered in his 
Humanity for our Salvation. 
8 30. In ſhort ſince all Chriſtians\Agree, 
That there can be but Oue Almighty God, Tt 
follows that if the Son be God, and *he Flo 
Ghoſt be God, then the Trinity muſt neceſ-- 
farily be Oe and the ſame God, for it is alto - 
gether Abſurd and Impoſſible, that there 
can be Three diſtin Minds or Eſſences, 
which are Almighty or Supream. N | 


& Joh. s. § 31. That the Son is (4) God, even God. | 
x job 5 5 O Eternal and (c) Almighty (d) Creator of 


He 


12% Heaven and Earth, (e) ow! over all bleſſed for 
Heb. x. * evermore, is manifeſt in Scripture, and ſhall 


(4) Joh. 


(s) Rom. aj be proved at large in the Chapter of the 


oy Meſſiah, and that he is Oze with the Father 


1s expreſly aſſerted, Joh. 10, 30. So that 


all Expreſſions in Scripture, that Render 
4 | N C Nt £ 


nances, and the Ceremonial Laws of the 


Chiif L n 90 * to 1 he - Hale FRI the ine 
00 l be underſtood of his Human Naur, | 


cr of His Perſonal C Office or r Relation, and | 
| hot of His Divinity. © 


032. But beſides "the e ex preſs Texts of 
Script re, Tt ſeems to me Tha brill 15 God 


upon theſe three Conſiderations. ' 


$ 33. Firſt if Christ were not Goa, He 
were 206 to be Worſhipped, for God is a 

* FJealous God, and wall No ＋ Give his Glory * Exod.20. . 
to Another, but All the Angels of God are to . 
| Worfbip Chriſt, and All Mey 7, ro Honour i cbs x. 6; 
him, and not with an Inferior degree of 
Worſhip, but As they Honour the * "—_ * Jobs 5. 236 


And to the Name of Jeſus Kyee (þ 


+ bow, which ſure is the humbleſt oY tu. 


of the higheſt Adoration, And Ble and 
Honour and Power ſhall be unto him that fitteth 
on the Throke, and * N T 0 the Lamb > for ever Rev. g. if 
and nou 

934. 'Secondly, Chri#t is the Legiſlator 


of that Goſpel which Preſcribes to Chriſti- 
ans the Conditions of Repentance, and the 
Terms of Salvation, He Repeals the Ordi- 


Jews, which being ordained by Gop could FROM iS | 


.» B 
: of the Evangelical Law, He is the Author | 
| 


not be RepeaPd but by Gop, He Aboliſhes - 
the Old Covenant of Works and Inſtitutes | 
anew Covenant of Faith, and all this b 

15 1 * not as the Prophets and 


1 | 


* 


Vhoſe Style was Thus JH 
a Compleat 'Fawgiver. him 
unto you, Mat. 5. 22, 28, Love ou. 
Commandment, Joh.. 13. 32. W we 1 
| Maſter over 995 on Bo 5 Heb. : 


God, 1 Tim. 3. 16. ſhe 
$ 35. Thirdly, If Chrif it ere not Rot 
but a meer Man, tho Inſpir d with Graz 
above meaſure, yet he muſt have been 
Tainted with Six as all the Prophets and 
Apoſtles and other Inſpired Perſons were, 
at leaſt with Original Sin, and then - he 
could not have been (as he was) a Pure 
Reb. 9.14 and Immaculate Oblation, without ſpot or 
'* _ - blemiſh, Nor could he be a Proper Sacrifice 
for the Sins of others, if he had any Sia of 
his own, and therefore all thoſe who would 
i avoid that Horrid Blaſphemy ſhould con- 
E clude with the Evangeliſt, that The Word. i 
\ God, Joh. 1. 1. 
x Cor. 6.12, . 8 36. Nor is it leſs evident that The. Hoh 
x ver. 1.11. Ghoſt is God, for he is The Spirit of God, and 
Cor 3 x7. the Spirit of Gop is Gop. If the Spirit of 
| a Man who is compoſed of Fleſb as well as 
Spirit, do's in Scripture Language ſignify 
Plal.ros, 32 the Man, can any body doubt but the Spr- 
rit of God, who is 4 ether Spirit,. does in 
Scripture Language fi ignify God, If every 


| Biribure of God 1s . becauſe God is In- 
dpi 


4 
1 
| 
| 
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5. 


bb ſuch as acted as *Servants| 2 miffian, 


4. 7. A 
GH 


ſame \ 


Spirit, 
L. 6. is 
God at 


. 
diviſibley' can ir he doubted but that the 
Spirit of God is God, eſpecially when We . 
d the Words God, and Holy Ghoſt pro. 
miſeuouſiy uſed in Scripture, and the word 
9 


= 


Spirit frequently taken for God. 
§ 37. Thus David expreſſes himſelf, 
2 Sam. 23. 2, 3. The Spirit of the Lord ſpake by 
me, The God of Iſrael ſaid; and, Pſal. 138. 7. 
Whither. ſball I go from ti Spirit, or mhither 
ſball T flee from thy preſeuce, that is, from 
Thee, 10 _ 4. 30. Grieve not the Holy Spi. 
rit of Goa, that is, Grieve not God: ſo 1/a. 
6. 8. I heard the Voice f the Lord, but this 
Lord was the Holy Ghoſt, as appears, Acts 
28. 25. thus, 1 Cor. 6. 19. your body is the 
Temple of the Holy co that is, 2 Cor. 
6. 16. of the Living Goa, ſo a Lye to the 
Holy Ghoſt is a Lye unto God, Acts 5. 3. 
The Holy Gho# ſpake by the Prophets, and 


them, Heb. 1. 1. fo 1 Joh. 5. 6. The Spirit is 
Truth, i. e. God is Truth, and fo the ſame 
Guifts which are aſcribed to the Holy 
Gho#, 1 Cor. 12. 4. are derived from the 
Father, Ja. 1. 17. and from the Son: Eph. 


Ghoſt is the begotten Son of God, and the 
lame Spirit Which is called by the Name of 
Spirit, 1 Cor. 6. 4. is, v. by called Lord, and 
v. 6. is called God: in ſhort the works of 
God are aſcribed to the Holy Gho#, as Cre- 


a4tion, 


Apoſtles : Mat. 10. 20. that is God ſpake by r. yg i 


4. 7. and what is «conceived by the Holy Luke 1. 57. 
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ation, Pſal. 33. 6. 'Regeneration,' Jol. 3. 
Sunctifcation, Rom. 8. 2. 2 Cor. J. 18. in 
fine, We Worſhip the Holy Ghoſt,” We pray 
to bim, The Apoſtles Creed obliges us to 
believe in him, We are baptiz'd in his 
Name, and all the Antient Fathers" and 
Primitive Chriſtians, (ſome few Hereticks 
. excepted) believed the Holy Gboſt to beGod, 
and it is ſo expreſly declared in the Conſtun 
tinopolitan Creed, ſo that it ſeems to me 
* that Chriſtians who believe the Holy Strip 
tures are without exciſe if they deny the 
Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. © 
9038. As for thoſe who ſay that the Ho 
Spirit is rather a Quality than a Perſon, they 
might ſqon be Undeceived, if they would 
conſider, that Actions are attributed to the 

. Holy Ghoſt which a Perſon may, but 2 
Qualit) alone could not perform, as to Re- 
prove, Joh. 16. 8, 13, 14. to bear Witneſß 
Di. 15, 26. to ſearch . ee 1 Cor. g. 10 
11. to diſtribute Guifts as He will, 1 Co. 
12. 2, 11. to appoint Biſhops, Acts 20. 28. 
| and to Glorify Chriſt, Joh. 16. 14. and to 
. | ſpeak, and to aſſume a ſhape. 
§ 39. But if after all this, Men who are 
Ignorant of Divine Nature and Operation, 
will ſtill Criticize upon the word Perſon, 
They may know, that the Word rag is 

not thought to be adequate to the Thi 
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nor perhaps any other Word we can think 
_— on, 


* * 


. 
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on, but is uſed by way of Anualogy and Re- 
preſentation, in conformity to the conſtant 
with the Scripture Expreſſion in our Exg- 
liſþ Tranſlation of Heb. 1. Fa but by it is 
not intended to diſtinguil | Degrees, 5 but 
to ſignifie Order, and a manner of Subſiſt- 
ence; ſo that the Perſons may be diſtin- 


guiſh'd from one another, without dividing 
the Divine Eſſence between Them, or ſe- 


parating the Perſons from it. So that the 
word Perſon imports, that the Father is not 


the Son, nor the Son the Holy Gho# ; that 
each of them is Alius, but not Aliud: ano- 
ther Perſon but not another thing: And $ aug: 


this diſtinction of Perſons do's by no means 2. 
contradict their being one and the ſame God. 


Since the Divine Eſſence is the ſame in 


Them all. ww ES 

| $ 40. So that the Doctrine of the Trini- 
ty, being in it ſelf ſo believable, that the 
Wit of Man is not capable of knowing the 


contrary ( as it do's in the Article of Trans 


ſubſtantiation) and it being ſufficiently At- 


teſted by the Word of God in Scripture, and 
Confirm'd by the conſtant Approbation of 


the Catholic Church, and either Implied or 


Expreſſed in all the Authentick Creeds, there 


can he no doubt, but that every Chriſtian ' 


may and ought to believe it, as the Funda- 


mental Article bf Religion, and abſolutely 
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Fr being Certain and Manifeſt, That 
#4: there 4 n God, who Created Us by 
Is Power, and Preſerves Us by his Provi- 


4 


diente; Tis the higheſt reaſon that he ſhou'd 


be Adored and Worſhipped by his Crea- 
tures : And this Worſhip of God, is What is 
' 2. Arid certainly no Worſpip can be ac- 


ceptable or pleaſing to God, but that which 


is agreeable to his own Will and Preſcripti- 


On; and this ſhews the neceſſity of Rede- 


otherwiſe Manifeſted or Diſcovered unto 


: "4 rn RON | 8 | * wy £0 | 
_ - $3, But it may be Objected, That Rea. 
on is a Natural and Univerſal Revelation, 


and ſince Publication is of the Eſſence of 


Lays, fo that it is not Juſt, that any Man 


ſhould be Condemn'd for Tranſgreſſing a 
Law, which he could not poſſibly have 20. 
tice of, It therefore ſeems more likely, that 
Reaſon, which is common to all Men, ſhould 


be the ſtandard of Religion, than Revelati- 
on, which (in compariſon with the whole 


World) 
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World). is communicated but to a few. |} upon 

8 4. To which Ianſwer, That tho Rea. © Merc 
ſon does Teach Us to Obey The Will of God. © ſhoul 
when known, yet it could never come to 0.6 
know the Will of God in the matter and eſtab 
manner of Worſnhip Requir*d by God, but | never 
by Revelation, Nevertheleſs it ſeems that | They 
(to leave Men without excuſe) no Man , 
will be Judged or Condemned but for | Telti 
Tranſgreſſing that Univerſal Law of Rea- I grels' 
ſon, which is natural to him, Our firit Pa- W $7: 
rent Adam did by his wilful diſobedience I not-fo 
Tranſgreſs this Lam, and beſides the Origin liſh A 
ginal Sin deriv'd to all Mankind from Him, ons, VI 
every Perſon of Age has added actual and tl 
Tranfgreſſions of his own, ſo that We are 
all under Sin, even againſt the Natural 
Law of Reaſon. „ EN e * | © 1 — 1 
8 F. And how to get Pardon for theſe 
Sins, Natural Reaſon alone could never find 
out, without Revelation, for The Wit of 
Man, which cannot conceive how an I»fi- 
nite Juſtice can Pardon Sins, could much. 
leſs diſcover, what Atonement could be 
made to an Infinite Juſtice for our Sins, Na- 
tural Reaſon could never find out how Juſtice 
and Mercy are mixed in the Divine Nature, 
ſo that each of them is of Infinite Efficacy, 
without Interfering with the other, And 
therefore it was abſolutely neceſſary, That 
a Revelation ſhould be made, to Inform Us 
| IB 1 upon 
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Word, and Deed. 5 
88. 80 that Sinners are not condemn'd,fo 
not, a the Goſpel, but for tranſgreſ- 
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ſtionin, the Veracity of Goh, Wich heb; 

- dleady "Jorg d Ugqueſtionable. o 
1 Khis does not Impeach bur 
er [of DinVringh Examin ing and Jud 
ing, What is eonformable to that Wort 
Gs, and hut not for either wermult 
te our Reaſon to diſtinguiſh Pyerzmubrs 0 
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the Bread and Wine, fays Luther. But the 


Ach; ſo that the Bread and Mun are quite 
Vvahiſſrd and one, thoꝰ at the fame time 


j Won't he uſe his [ . 


Papiſts (againſt their Knowledge, and thjie 
teſtimony Sf all their Senſes) affirm, That 
it-fignifies a Corporal preſence Tranſubſtanti- 


they" ſee them there, and "know by their ou. 
ward aceidents that they are there. What 
muſt a poor Chriftian do im à caſe ſo per- 
plex d? Probably he will adhere to one of 
theſe Opinions; and wort he conſider 
Which, and · examine Why a fore? 
n in the In juiry, and 
is Judgment make his Election? 
6 14. And if it be faid;\ That Te E. 
thr wil direct Us, and that The = ouncil"of 
| * rent 


(oi 1 * 4 'I 

for themſelves, Whether they- will fon 
the Magician, or adhere to tlie Se a 5 :-\ 

- $73; And ſo it is as to tlie Interpret... 
oe of he Mord of God; forthe? all Chrifti- | 9 
ans agr ee, That he Mord n "Brite, in 1e |. 
ſenſe the Holy Ghoſt intends ie, yet Men 4 
may doubt, and do diſpute and * 1 
bout that ſenſe. Chriſt ealing Bread, "aid, 1. 
This is my Body, ben . u (plat exybeth. - 1 
on, ſays Calvin, It is a figurative expreſſi. re q | 3 
on, ſays St. Auguſtine ; and che Char, & var. , 
England, and imports a Real, but nat a 25 _ 
Corporal preſence of Chri## intheSacrament: 1 
It does mean a Corporal preſence of Ci | Þ 
Body i in the Euchariſt Conſubſtantially with 4 
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; Nitian it will be found, That there are 
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ö | i 1 ſo clearly in many points, 
f but that there remained great. Doa ts and 


that if the Dictates of the Fathers were ſup 
poſed to be of full Authority, yet is an Ia. 


nere: in ſhort; The Fathers were Good Men; 
| They were Men, and therefore did ſome- 


will direck us, are we not ſtill put to the 
ſame wy and the ſame uſe of our 


was about the Decree of a General. Council, 
viz. Whether it were called Canonigalh, did 
act freely, or define Catholiquely, muſt; nat 
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Trent has decreel the 8. 
ſhould: he interpreted according to the Una 


few or none of , the Fexts of Scriptur | 
and Papiſts, wherein the Fathers have Una. 
nimou 7 agreed, for ſo even a Papiſt ex. 
preſſes himſelf, Paues ſunt Scripture : lou 
que Sancti. Pares varii varie Interpretati non 
fuerunt; beſides, The Fathers have not ex- 


Contentions, even about Their meaning, ſo 


quiring Chriſtian left to, his own ay on, 
with ſuch Aſſiſtance as he can get, to find 
out and determine, what Their Sentiments 


and therefore did not err malicionſly, but 


times Err, and were not Infallible. _ * 


$ 15. And if it be ſaid, that the C a 


: ; * 
* * : . 
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Reaſon, to out which of the pretending 
Churches is in the Right, if the Diſpute 


| every 


; * 


+ . 8 
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* 


Diſpute were about the G 


are True, and in what Senſe, and muſt fi- 

nally juage for Themſelves, elſe, Why don't 

we receive St. Clements Epiſtle to the Corin- 
_ thians, as well as St. Paul's to the Hebrews, 
and the oy of St. Bartholomew as well as 
the Goſpe 


ut 
le- 
' 1 
he 
ur 
18 


and not as Fools take things pon traut, 


(663 
every Man fs for himſelf? Nay, | nd | 
it al Men 
mult uſe their Resa to determine, What J 
Scriptares are Canonical, and what Go | 


of St. John? or How were 
Jews, Flas and Atheiſts converted tothe 
Chriſtian Faith in the Primitive Times, 


when the Church was Ignorant of Inquiſits= 
ons and Dragoons, and other Inſtruments of 


Perſecution and Cruelty, and knew/ no other E 


Method of making Proſelites, but by Con- 


viction. 


916. And ſurely that ought to be the 


Method ſtill, And when the Apoſtle tells 
us, 1 Joh. 4. 2. Heyeby ye ſhall know the Spirit 
of God; it will be our Duty to examine 
| 3 and judge whether the pretending 
6 45 will. bear that Ten; when the Pro- 

P 


et ſpeaks to us of a Burden, we ought to 


Inquire what Burden, and confi er, how to #7 33; 


Regard it, whether as a Prophecy or an 


Impoſtute. And if the Apoſtle ſpeaks to us 


as Wiſe Men, and bids us judge > "pe he ſays, 


1 Cor. 10. 15. — we ought to conſider 


well 2s Wiſe Men, that we may judge right, 


and 
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0 18. Howeve 


Phyſitian poyſoning him, He has a right to 
ie the Matter, and to judge 2 him 
elf; and as he happens to be darin | 


all Errc 
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be will hs One, 5 and Bib Pother, a as 
he thinks fit. e 2; {bs | 
6 19. 80 that the kallacy lies in confound.” 
ing Proline with Neceſſsy: for tis à ver 
different thing to ſay, hat in Pra oth 
one ſhould-do ſo and ſo; and of Neceſn) 
you muſt do ſo and {o: The former lexves 
2 Man Fadge f for himſelf, and even Imports 
Diſcretion in Judgin well, the later rf 
prives one of his'Reaſoft and of the natural 
Rigbe of Judg Zing, and makes 4 Mana meet 
Machine, as ſenſeleſs as a Bell, Which ſoarids' 
as the Sexton is diſpos'd to Ring it. 
0 20. There is alſo another thredbave" 
Objection very often made againſt this #4. 
und Right of Judging for ones ſelf, Viz. That 
Get ons Heyeſies, Schiſms and Diviſions 1 
= che Church, and it is true, but what 
then; Ts it not better to Davids, than V. 
ite in damnable Error, and are not The 
Ldolatry and Superſtition introduced by the 
Tyrany y of The Church of Rome; more fa- 
to Piety and Chriſtianity than the diffe- 
rence of Meas Opinions, but ifnot, yer tis. 
either Reaſonable nor js 4, to deſtroy a Nis. 
fural Right, becauſe it has Evil — 
es? Is it not from Free-will and Paſſon dar 
all our Sins and Errors are derived; and 
et *tis certain, that we have both Fret-wgll. 
and Paſſions. Bob Almiglity if he had ſo 
eaten might have — 5 all Sin an d 
all Error; but for _— undiſcoverable | 
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thought fit to permit both, and to ſyffer 
Mens Opinions, and their Actions, to be Go- 


. ö 
> -  & 


vern d by chemſelves, and to ſuffer Diviſions 


; 12 
. 


cor r. 10, aid Contentious in the Church, even in the 

| Apoſtles days, and. ever-ſince, and proba- 

bly to the End of the World, and even to 

« Cor.11.19. fretel that Hereſies muſt be among us; Thit 
they which are approv id ma be made manifeſt. 

9 21. But what need more be faid on 

this Subject, then that our Bleſſed Saviow 

by appealing to our 2 and out Under- 

ſtanding, allows, that Men are Judges for 

; themſelves; Behold my Hands and my Fet 

dale 24.39. (ſays he) that it is I my Self, handle me and 

ee, for a Spirit hath not Reſh and Bones as you 

| ſee me have: And in effect he declares, that 

he would not blame the Jems for their In- 

credulity, If His pare Doctrine and ſtupen- 

dous Miracles had not been ſufficient to 

Convince reaſonable Men; And that it 

fohn 15, 24. WAS their Hatred'of Him and his Father that 

hindred its having that Effect upon them. 

75 C 22. But hecauſe the Adverſar ies of 

Truth do deſignedly Endeavour to puꝛle 

us, by confounding of Terms, We muſt 

diſtinguiſh, not only between the Judge and 

the Rule, buteulſo between Juages of Right, 

| and Juages of Faiths 1503-1 #55 281» 

$23. As to the former, It muſt be al- 


1 


of the Scripture being © XA in matters of 
Faith, muſt be underſtood of its being the 
Rule to judge by; for the Scripture is like 


the Law, a dead Letter in it ſelf, unleſs it 


be rightly Interpreted and Applied; and 
the queſtion will be, whether every pri- 
vare Man, with ſuch help as he can, get, 
from the ' Church, Fathers, Councils, Books, 
and Friexds, ſhould Iaterpret and apply the 
Scriptaye,the beſt he can for the Salvation 
of his own Soul ; or whether there be any 
Church or Society upon Earth, that is Infa- 
lible, and has Authority to Interpret and Ap- 
ply Scripture as it pleaſes, and Impoſe what 


Sr 


= 


Terms of Salvation it thinks fit? 
$ 24. As to the other; There is great 


difference between a judge of Right, and a 


Jud of Faith; for. the Judge of Right 
inds others by Virtne of his External 


Authority, which is given to him, gither by 

Lam, or the conſent of Parties, and therefore 

muſt be ſubmitted to, Whether Men like —_ 
it or no; but the Judge of Fairh can only tare: 
bind himſelf, for he can have no Influence ain fn 


quæ conſci- 


but what is Internal, and can produce A/ nam un. 


zunt non ſa- 


ſent. It cannot force, but muſt perſuade; 5s cd dice. 
and therefore muſt of neceſſity be finally & Wand- 
Reſolved, not into Authority, but into tlie 


mus . 
5 are 3 in Acto 157. 
Reaſen and Conviction of every Particular 
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25. For as Mr. he ndike obſerves, 


| when all is done; Men mult and; Will be 

Kits for themſelves, and *tis highly Rea. 

021. 5.6. fonable They ſhould, ſince every Man (bal 
Rom. 14 12. ler n Burden, and ſhall give actount- 0 

 kiſelf 59 God, ſo that it is manifeſt both in 
Nature, and Reaſan, That every Man has 
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ſenſe he Underſtands it, fo that of 
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t to keep his private Opi- 


thout diſturbing the Tran. 
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muſt Acquieſce, becauſe Criminal Schiſm is 
a damnable Sin, and inconfiftent with Cha. 
rity. And there is no doubt, but that eve. 

National Church has full Authority in 


EE * 6 thor! 
theſe indifferent Things, ſo that it is Ar. 


rogant and Unchriſtian to Rebel againſt it; 


for where there is Government, The Judg. 
ment of private Men muſt ſubmit to the 


Law: And it is as ridiculous to diſobey x 
Cannon of the National Church, as an Att 
of Parliament, under pretence of not liking it, 


Nothing can excuſe Diſobedience to either, 
but its being againſt the Law of God, which 


indeed ſuperſedes and vacates all human: 
Authority, but it will highly concern Them 
who alledge this, to be very well able to 


prove it: for if the Law be not ſinful, Diſs 


bedience to it certainly is. | 
0 31. And upon this foot, I ſhould cen- 
ſure Proteſtants for ſeparating from the 


were; If, Firſt, The IND of that 
d and 'Tyranical; 
And, Secondly, If the Superſtition and 14o- 


lum of that Church, were not manifeſtly 
_ ſinful, in the Worſhip of Inſenſible Images, 


and the Ivocation of dead Saints, and in 


the Adoration of corruptible Bread and Wine, 
| inſtead of the Incorruptible Gon. And, 
| "Thirdly, If theſe and other ſinful Practiſes 
and Opinions were not made neceſſary 


Terms 


* 


which Excommunicates all thoſe who will 
not profeſs and embrace the many and mani- 


feſt Errors which ſhe has arbitarily De- 


creed, to be abſolutely neceſſary to-Sal- 


5 


vation. Oe, 


8 32. And thus having ſetled the dee 
of Controverſy, viz., Every Man for himſelf, 
and at his own Peril; I proceed to Enquire 
with what Faculty, the Examination and 
Choice of our Religion is to be made, 
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IAving already ſhewn, Firſt, That 
1 Happineſs is the End which all 
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Men ddr ought to aim at; And, Second- 
ly, that Wiſdom is the Art of attaining it; 
And, Thirdly, That it cannot beacquir'd 


but from God: And, Fourthly, Nor by any 
other Means, but the Practice of Religion; 


And, Fifthly, That every Man for himſelf 


muſt neceſſarily be Juage, hat Religion he 
will chooſe ; I come now, Sixthly, to In- 
"_ with what Facalty Men muſt Judge 

r Themſelves, which undoubredly muſt 
be their Underſtanding, The Ultimate and 
Conſummate Act whereof is their Reaſon, 
and therefore I proceed to enquire into the 
Nature of Humane Reaſon, and the Uſe of it 


in Reference to Religion. © © 


8 2. Reaſon is a Comprehenſive Word, 
and of various Acceptations, ſo that as 


well in Scripture, as in vulgar Uſe, it Imports 
divers Significations) * oo tt nn 0 


9 3..Firſt and principally, I take Reaſon 


for The Natural Rule of Humane Duty, by the 
Word Natural, I diſtinguiſh it from Reve- 
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lation, and by the Word Rule, I mean that 
Eternal Lam of Truth, Juſtice and other 
Virtues, preſcrib'd by Gop for the Guidance 
of Men, and Imprinted in Rational Nature, 
and diſcoverable by the Light thereof, and 
by the Word Dat, I mean every Thing 
that Men are by Nature oblig'd to believe, 
or to do, every thing that is Right in Specu- 
lation or Practice, for Reaſan is Ihe Natural 
Rule of Right, ſo that nothing can be Rigi, 
but what is Conſonant to it. 
8 4. This Rule of Right is antecedent to 
all Humane Laws, oy to it all Humane 
'Laws ought to Conform, for it is The Law 
of Humane Nature, It is the Law mention- 
ed by the Apoſtle, Rom. 2, 14, 15. which 
is by Nature written in Mens Hearts, It 
is The Law of the Mind, which all Men 
ought to obey, and as it is Divine in its 
Original, ſo it is unchangeable in its Nature, 
And may well be called Right Reaſon, for it 
is always Right, and of it tis truly Affirm. 
ed. That it neither Deceives nor is Deceived; 


Nec deeipi- | ; g ö 
dur Ratio, And This Raule or Law of Right Reaſon, con- 
neque deci- . '. 3 [, | d . 4 

fiſts in Right Principles, and in Conſequences 


pit unquam. 

| rightly deduced from Them. 5 K. 

5. But foraſmuch as Principles may be 
ſaid to be the Cauſes of Canſequences, and 

Conſequences are the Judgment which the 

Mind makes, Deduces ànd Infers from Prin- 
* e Ciples 

$ 


ciples, therefore Reaſon is ſometimes taken 
for the Cauſe, and ſometimes for the Judg- 
„ wor 3 5 OY os 
$6. It is taken for the Cauſe, when it 
imports the Ground Motive or Inducement - 
to the Mind, to form the Concluſion, Thus 
1 Pet.3. 15. The Reaſon of the Hope that is 
in you, Imports the Caaſe or Ground of your 
Hope ; ſo, Prov. 26. 16. Than ſeven. Men 
that can render 4 Reaſon, that is, can ihew 


the Cauſe : So Eccl. 7. 25. Seek out Wiſdom 
and the Reaſon of Things, that is, the Cauſe 
of Things, and ſo it is, when We ask a Rea- 
ſon for This or That Opinion, We mean 
no more, but to enquire into the Cay or 
Motive which induced the Mind to deter- 
mine fo and . „ e ee 

8 7. And Reaſon is taken for Judgment, 
as well when it ſignifies The Faculty of the 
Underſtanding which makes the Determina- 


tion, as when it * the Sentence or 
C 


Determination which is given or made 

that Faculty: It is by the Faculty of the 
Underſtanding, that He Mind apprehends, 
Debates and Judges, and this Apprehenſioz 
and debate is in order to Judgment, and 


would be of no Uſe without it, tor to what 


purpoſe ſhould One Debate, if he could not 
Judge, and ſince this Debating (or Di 
curſive Thinking ) is called Reaſoning, 7 | 
Faculty from whence it ariſes is ſometimes 
SE En | called 
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c I ks, : 
ment, and ſo it is uſed, 


called Reaſon or Judgment, and ſo it 2 
on return d, that is, M 


Dan. 4. 36. My Rea M 
Underſtanding, v. 34. But the reſult F the 
Debare, and the Sentence or Determination of 
the Underſtanding pon "the Debate, be- 
ing the Principal and Conſummate AQ of 
the Mind, which Renders the Thought Com- 
bleat, is what I call Reſon, for it is the 
Reaſon and ſenſe of that Man, upon that 
- Sect, ar that Fimee 
658. So that We ought carefully to di. 
ſtinguiſh when the Words Reaſon or Judg- 
ment are taken for The Faculty of the Un- 
derſtanding which makes the Determina- 
tion, which I call Ratio Ratiocinans, And 
when They are taken for the very Sentence 
and Determination that is made, which I 
ſhould call Ratio Ratiocinata, for if we ſay, 
= Tour Reaſon is Impair*d, or, Tour Judgment 
1 <5: Weak, We Mean The Keel, but if We 
5 ay, Tou def againſt your omn Reaſon, or, Tour 
1.4 Judgment is wrong, We mean The Determi. 
nation and final Sentence of the Mind. 
99. This being premis'd, I obſerve, 
That tho? the aforeſaid. Divine Rule of 
Right Reaſon is always the ſame in ts fell, 
and always Right, ſo that whoever As 
or Thinks contrary to it Errs, and Acts and 
_ Thinks unreaſonably, yet in the Uſe and 
Application of it by particular Perſons, It 
mult (like the Scripture and all other 77 
= „„ +» Ra N 


GG 


Degrees: of — as Is 

ferent Judgment and Interpretation of it, 
and will be Right br: Wrong to Them as 

They determine, forias a Dyal) tho? very ex- 
act, may by a wrong. Poſition Miſrepre- 

ſent the Time of the Day, ſo Re 


ſtaken, or Miſapplied; and Men through 
Paſſion, Di ſte e K. or other Iufirmity, Ma) 
Miſtake the Rule themſelves an 


tection of our Faculties, chat Me mm * fee 
through a'Glafs: d 


Ungodly, and Reaſon wirh themſelves, hut nur 
ar N o that nothing is more Common 
9 to Infer different ( pope from 
the ſame Printiplat, Nayy! 
about Princyplis,; ſo that ſome Think that 
Reaſanable, which ochers:Reject as Ridicu- 
lous and Abſurasc* ba. 0 ona d 196 SIN N 
$10. It follows, that it is the J mon 
of every Individual Perſon, that muſt 


or Interpret the:Rule:of Reaſun for himſelf | 


It can have no other Shape to him, but as 
He conceives it, according to the Old Max- 
im, Quicquid Recipitar, Recipitur ad modum 
Recipients, And as the Holy Scriptures ſeem 
aan Ov: of God to e ery Chriſtian, in that 


fenſe 


5 d Their A : 


1, the? 
Roght in it ſelf, may nevertheleſs be Mi- 


preſent it to others, for ſth is the imper⸗ : 


- darkly) and ſome are fooliſn 
and 33 like Geras and others are 


en differ even 
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ſenſe * Fu "which He underſtands it, ſo 
that — will ſeem Right Reaſon to Men, 
which They RefpeQtively Conclude and De- 


termine to be o, And it can't be other. 
wiſe, for That is Their Reaſon and Judg- 


ment, and ſo far ought to Govern Them, 
That J "hey Sin if They Act againſt it, even 
when it is erronious, for, Qui Peccat contra 
Erroneum C onſeientian Peccat, And in nb 
Caſe whatſoever, ſhould the Will of a Ra- 


tional Creature Rebel againſt His V | 
Hardi. 2 25. * 


8 11. And cho che Blind be as 1 Ball 3 


which weighs the Propoſition, and diſtin. 


guiſhes between the Heavy and the Light, 
yet it does not always determine Night, 
for as a Ballance may deceive One, if the 
Beam be Ruſty, or the Scales une ven, fo 
alſo may the Mind miſtake, if the Deda. 


Ke be Weak; or the Paſſion: Violent, 


r Mens Sentiments are eaſily drag'd after 
their Afections, Let how wrong ſoever the 


Judgment or ' Concluſion may be; it is ne- 


Tecthaleſ at that Time, The Reaſor of that 


Man, and the Rule He then Thinks He 


ought to walk by, and from which he can- 
not vary, without offending: his Conf}: 
n 

F 12. So char Reaſon (asT uſe the Wort) 
and as it Relates to particular Men) is 


The Devermemnibtithe % T E Mind up 07 Corſi Hes 
f 0 ration 
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ration, It is, 'The reſult cf Comparative and 


Diiſcurſiue Thinking, It is Ihe Conclu ion of 


— 


Mind, upon that matter, at that Time, This 


is what tlie Perſon tien Conceives to be 
The Rule of Right Reaſon, and with which 
therefore he ought to comply, for it is His 


Rule, and ſhould direct him, and he is cer- 


tainly guilty of Preſumptuous Sin if he 
Tranſgreſſes it, but cannot be Guilty of 
more than a Sin of Ignorance in complying 
with it, even tho? it were never ſo 
wrong-ig 1 it Phe on 090 po... 
$ 7g. To ſum up all briefly, Regſ» has 


a four fold Acceptation. ' 1#. Reaſoz in Ge- 


neral, or Right Reaſon, is Ihe Determination 
of God, or The Natural Rule of Right ap- 
pointed by God. 2ly. Reaſon in particular, 
or The Reaſon of , Jurticadari Mine e 
Determination and Sentiment of that Man, 

What is Right, in ſhort, the former is the 
Determination every One ſhould make, and 
termination he does 


the later is the Be | 
make, 3H. Since no Determination can 


be made but by the Underſtanding, Row | 
ſon is often taken Figuratively and Impro- 


perly for that Faculty; And, 40, Becauſe 


the Mind never determines but upon ſome - 


Cauſe, Motive, or Inducement to do ſo, Rea- 


ſon is alſo = 89+ Impropetly taken 


for the Cauſe, or Motfve, which Induces the 
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Mind to make that Determination, all 

vhich acoeptations of the Word Reaſon may 

8 appear in the enſuing Paragraph. 88 (. Y 
forge. d 14: (a) Reaſon -orbids Merton deo 
 Keafon. Wrong, but the © Rexſor (b) of a Mie, 


(6) His Rea- 


on. prompts him to do any wrong whieli he 


b (0 vader. may get by; for his Reaſon (c) is Corrupt- 


( ca ed, and the Reaſon (4) of it is, his Co- 

veteonſneds; * e e ee een ee 
915. And in this very Inſtance, it may 

be obſerv'd, That either that Perſon 
Thinks-that he does wiſely, in preferring” 

Gain before Juſtice, and if fo, That is his 
Rule, and he purſues it without any Re- 
morſe, or the leaſt Reproach to himfelf, as 


1 


thinking that he performs his Day, Or He 
thinks i otherwiſe, and then, 'tis not His 


te 


Reaſon, but his Will Rebelling againſt His 


Feaſon, that renders him r and Onjuſt; 


16. And fo I proceed to Obſerve, That 
very Mans | Reaſon Or Sentiment Relates | 
either ta Speculation 4 Or Pratt ice, if y the ; for · ' 
mer, It will be! variouſly denominated 
according to the Ground or Cauſe of it, for 
if The Judgment or Sentiment be founded 
upon Certain), It is called nomlrage, if on 
Teſtimony; it is called Faith, and if on Probe- | 
bility, it is called Opinion, all which are 
but Reaſon: diverſified. by Circumſtances, 
But if the Sentiment Relate to Practice, Ilxt 
may be ſtiled Prudence, for. ſo. That. dene . 


He is 
Wicke 
gainſt 
Of his 
die, H 
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Thiake it, and Whateyet It be, ax ity: 
Practitul Reaſon. i AS Ho Deg: 12 4: 
817. But there ſeems, £9. bea vaſt di 5 
rende in the Operation of the Mind, between 
Matters of Speculation and Practiqs, for in 
Mat tors of Pradtice, as ſoon as the Unde and. 
ing has debated and Judged. hat is, or, is 
not, fit to be done, It is by help of the . 
mory offered to the Mill, to be Fan f 1 
. 


avoided,: according as it hath been] 
Good or Euil, and to Induce. the Co 
ance of the Will, Motives and Reaſons are pro- 
posd, and if the il Complies with the 
2 zen there is perfect Trangui- 
in the * but if the Will refuſes to 
0 ey, and acts contrary tothe Underfand- 
then there is a Civil War in the W 
F 1e ſenſe of Gauilt will produce Shame, and 
the Underſtanding Will not. ceaſe to Reflect 
on the . of the Will, and to Re. 
proach its Folly, for warring againſt the Fad Nom. 7. 37; 
of the Mind, and this Reflection ariſes from 
Conſcience, or 'Fhe Kqywleage of bimſelf, for 
He is Conſcious that ie has done amiſs, His 
Wicketneſs is Condemn d by, her own N itneſc, 
ane He 2 at His Will has 1 7 


„ AF 2 


"As 


1 1 
OT 


” 
ts, ak Sadr”. it Fre. 


F- * 32) d] 
but indiret8ly;Hort when the Mood has delibo · 
rated and debated, or as we ſay, Reaſan d tie 
matter, at lengtn it comes to Juũgmem and 
: Deterinination” thereupon; '-and without 
Qonfultiag the Wl, the Mina aſſents Im- 
mediately, the' very inftanc/ the r | 
tion is made, Or as ſo Uudoes: 
poſition be Tue ir Wilbeds ins 
be True, and indeed, The Jutlemen that it 
is True, and the Aſent to its being ſo, are in 
effect be but one and the (a) ſame thing. No 
to diſcover the true extent and Mies of 
— en in matters of Religion, and What 
flent is neceſſary in points of Faith, We 
7 Inquire into the Motive and Founda- 
tion of ſuch Aſſent, for; Reaſon can r6quife 
no greater firmneſs in the -/ then a 
there is Probability in the Teſtimony, a an 
therefore to ſet this matter in à True 
Light, We muſt reſort to our former Dai. 
Tank, + Reaſon, into Knowledge, DA 
Fatt 6 % 
98 19. Knowledge, 18 The Determination 
0 of the Mind upon Certaizty, or a Sentiment 
founded upon what the Mind Thinks»Im- 


poſſible to be wrong, ſo that the Mind cant 
chooſs but () Aﬀent, 3 tis not in the 


(a oy Fides ft Cogitatio | cum , 1 Aquinas 
Quill eft credere nifi Canſentire verum eſſe quod diciturs Aug, 

5 17 5) An Argument Neceſſary and Nemonſtrative is — 
as being propos d and underſtood, The Mind cannot 


ö chooſe but inwardly Aﬀent 1 unto it. — = p · 2 
* 


42 


(230 


2 F Power 2 ee ow dere 

And this Nome is deriv'd, eit 1K. 
From Self-evidewt- Principles, as That e 

Whole. us greater: than 4 parts That Contradis 


Tone 
Tos 


cory Propoſs re True, andthe like; 
Or, ah. emonſiration,- as that The 


Right Angles ; Or, 31y. From the Teſtimony 
. ̃ — ipaetith 
give the molt * MMalibie Proof Men are 4 2 

pable of, and the Certainty of all external 

Matters is known by Them; or, 40. From 


which I call Conſcienrs, and is, The 
| ledge a Ma bas of Himſolfe > 
$ 20. And tho? it is True, chat Kwowledpd 
is not always Perfect, ſince it is oſten found - 


| Men, are Imperfect, yet it is the higheſt 
| degree of Cert aint) . Men are ca 

ad therefore whether it be Real or 
| nary, It ſeems © certain to that Man, and 


line Whatſoever, until he be firſt 


ſtale. n . 


it amounts to the higheſt degree of Probabi- 
lie, which may be called Moral Gertainty; 
for ry it is but _— lo, and not demon- 

G 2 Srativey 


| the Inward Senſe, of Teſtimony of the Mind 
_ 


muſt. needs Influence Him to that degree 
that he cannot vary from it, upon any” Te- 


e of ob oantientilaniales 


Ads t. 3: 


ed upon the Outward Senſes, which in ſome 


pabl 
— 


vinc'd of the Reaſon or Cauſe of his N. 5 


S521. But Opinion 5 not 1 even vine : 
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hereas in caſes of Kyowledge (or ſuppos 
fo) even thoꝰ the matter were mif aken, 
yet until the Miſtake is perceived, it 8 
uttterly Þwpoſſible in that Man's Jud ig ment, 


Verb in a Propoſition, as in theſe, Alex. 
Mind being 


| Kings, eaſily perceives, 


ku was not Ning, but may be of Opinion 


*— * e * , . ä ö 
r e e * 
% L * 1 4 . a 
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* * - 
fn f 

5 ” | . 
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feratively ſo, r Obi — 1s 6 but Pey ** 25. 
on Probability, 
wile, and therefore O len muſt in its 
un Nature be Doubiful and Uncertain, 
fince it is poſſible to be falſe in the Judgment 
of that very Man whoſe Opinion it ig 


Fd 


but — tis Suppoſition-muſt be True. 

8 22. And as Kypowleder ariſes 'from-the 
Certain, ſo Opinion ariſes ; from the Probabl, 
Agreement or Diſag 
Mind (by the help of Intermediate Ideas) 
perceives to be, between the Nouns and 


ander Was King, Bucephalus was King, the 
infkructed by Intermediate J 
deas in the Nature of en, Horſes,” und 
That the Man might 

be à Ning, but the Horſe: could not, and 
— is certain and Noms that Bacephi- 


that Alexander was Ning, „ — it bas on 6. 


l ar 5 Proof thereof. 

f And thus Opinion may receive | 
{tr kn and firmneſs according to the Im- 
portance of the Proof, and when founded 
on Notions generally received; as, That th: Wi 
1 orla is round, or che 6 or on Inge 1 


_ 5 ) : | 4 


which may paſſibhj be other. 


ent which the ä 


Facts uiyertatly lo d, as that ae 


is then underſtood. By that Perlen z for 


a). 


was 
ſuch a Perſon as St. Patrict, or that there 
were ſuch Cities as Tr and Namintis, or 
the like, of which 3 Ad is ve confi- 
dent, 'thePerſwaſk Jon Gil be fo bt g, that 
it may by ſome be miſtaken for Kywledge, 
who have no preſent doubt of the matter, 


but ſtill in the Nature of the evidence, it is 
Uncertain, and may prove a Vulgar Error, 


for ought they nom, and ſince they own, 
that is poſſle tobe otherwiſe, their Sen · 


timent tho? never o ſtrong, 18 not Kjrow- 


_ Opinion. LB NM 153. . i G 
4. As for Faith; It is An Aſe t of the 
1 given upon Teſtimony,” ſo chat if the 


2 Belief be founded'on Human Teſtimony, It 


is called Human Faith; und if upon the Te- 


ſtimony of the Holy Ghar; then it it is called 
Divine Faith,” The forces is bft je 


Nature 
of Opinion ( whereof in truth it*is« Species) 
Doubrful and Vncertain, The later is of the 
nature of Nomi ge, Certain and Fallible. 
9 25. From what has been ſaid it will 


follow, That the Object of Reaſon muſt ne- 


ceſſarily be ſomething Intelligible, and that 


the Words of a Propofition do not Re epre- 
ſent Ideas, the Mind has nothing to L Debate 
or ſudge upon, fo that à Propoſition con- 


ſiſting of Terms not underſtood by the Par- 


FJ, is like — ah and 4 CORES, Ou. 
G 3 Cal, 
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; von Tel Imp, pol Nr 
5 - Aſſent that they are True, for ö 
he Thing to he examin'd an 


6, as hall be ſhewn hereafter. 
8 27 7. Now) in 


ps: ropoſition — Underſtgod by the 


e to e 


Woerlch without firſt rectifying the Mw 
of his Sentiment, and diſcovering = Z 
of his Miſtake, and the reaſon. is, ber 
he is as ſure of his Concluſion, as 101 can: beof 
any Medium that. an 2 be made u fe, of to 


Convince Him. e 


— — Ge 


4 


alragn Tow 
r 


= rich de believ'd, 18 — the Veracity of the 1 


natters of l it 
is be ond may that the Words of 


2 0 as to RO . Thing 


85 , by all the Authorit 3 


* 


» cok - 4 


p 5 


1 


e ee 


4 


* 


| - and- 2 were laid before a Perſon 'of dim 


it cannot be ſup 


before, all the World could never convince 


90 28. W If the Figures 3 


Sight, who ſhould take them for 2 and 2, 
zppogd, that whilſt he lies 
under that miſtake, all the Teſtimony. and 
Authority in the World could perſwade him, 
that thoſe two Figures made five ; But if his 
miſtake were diſcovered, and he were ap- 
priz d that thoſe two Figures were 3 and 
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rily, or. in the manner Required, becauſe 
ſome of its Members are ſo exceedingly 
Wicked; that no Body will ſay that Ihey are 
Inſpir'd by any good Spirit ; and if the Ref 
were Inſpir'd, yet that would not do, for 
it would only give Infallibility ta themſel ves, 
and not to the whole Church: But there is no 
One Member of the Church dares pretend 
to Divine and Infallible Inſpiration; and if 
he did, the want of Tongues and Miracles 
would ſoon diſcover the Impoſture, and his 
Miſtake, (as we find in the Popes, ) would 
ſoon Manifeſt him, not only to be fallible 
but Erronious: t 36h 93941} 1 5 | 
$8. And therefore we muſt have Re- 
courſe to the Holy Scriptures for the Rule of 
our Faith: And indeed it is little leſs than 
Blaſphemy to ſay, that They are Defective in 
any Doctrine neceſſary to our Salvation. For, 
1. Tt ſeems to charge the Holy Gho# with 
Omiſſioñ or Neglect, in not tranſmitting 
all Age, necelfary r G Salvarion in 
Writings ſince it is undoubtedly a more du- 
25 | I 2 frable 
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rable and a more certain way of Inſtruction 

to after Times, than Oral Tradition can be. 

215. Becauſe we are aſſur'd that the Scrip- 

2 Tim. 3. 15. ture #5 able to make us Wiſe to Salvation; 
and the Apoſtle tells us, That he hath de- 

. Ads 20 27. clared unto us all the Council of Gov. 35. 
* Becauſe We are Prohibited to add to or di- 
-miniſh from the Word of God, Deut. 4. 2. 
and a Curſe is denouticed, Rev. 22. 18, 19. 
againſt Thoſe who add tb or diminiſh from that 

| Book, which cloſes The Cannon of Scriptùre, 
and ſtrongly Infers, That the Bible contains 4 
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Compleat Syſtem of Fuitbt 0 0 
„ 609. Andindeed, ſince a New Goſpel muſt 
not be preach'd, there ſeems no neceſſi 
of New Inſpiration, and therefore all Pre- 
tenders to it are to be ee and the ra- 
ther, becauſe many of them have been de- 
tected of Impoſture, as Montanus, Mahomet, 
Mugleton, The late Prophets, & c. beſides 
the Primitive Chriſtians, and the - Fathers 


Tertul.adv. ture; One ſays, He adores the fulneſs of Scrip- 
vinc. yr, ture, another, That the Scripture is Com. 
- =: pleat, and more than ſufficient in every re- 
b. 517. ſpect, Ireneus ſays, that the Scriptures are per- 
Elritianz, Fect, and St. wy; ee that they Contain al 
that Pertains to Faith or Manntrs, and St Ba- 
{il is expreſs in the Point, I i (ſays he) 
a mauife;t falling away from the Faith, and 4 
fault of Preſumption; either to Reject * 7 
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thiſe things that are written, or to bring in, ap- 


on the hend of them, any ef "thoſe things that 
are not written, and ſurely it does import 


them who ſay, The Scriptures are not ſufficient, 
to ſhew, That Tradition has diſcoverd to 
Us any Doctrine weceſſary to Salvation, that 
is not contained in the Bible. 3 
5 10. And as to the Explication of diffi- 
cult Texts, the Queſtion is not, whether 
Ordl Tradition or the Church we are of, or 
the Fathers, or even Learned and Wiſe Mex 


of the preſent Age, may not give us great 

help and aſſiſtance to come 
Underſtanding of Scripture, fut wi 
they can do it I»fallibly, and oblige others 


the Right 
ut whether 


to their Sentiments upon pain of Damnation, 
and at the peril of Our Souls to receive Their 


determinations as the Oracles of Go. 


811. St. Auguſtine's Opinion is very clear 
in the Matter, That the (a) Authority of 


the Fathers muſt be ſubjected to the Word 


of God in Scripture 3 and he Internal e vi- 
dence of Reaſon ;. and that e ought to be- 
lieve the Atteſtation of the Canonical Scri- 
ptures without Doubting, but for all other 
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(2) Nolo Authoritatem meam ſequaris, ut ideo putes 


tibi aliquid neoeſſe eſſe credere, quoniam a me dicitur, 
ſed aut Scripturis Canonicis credas, fi quz nondum 
quam verum ſit vides, aut interius demonftranti yerita- 
ti ut hoc plane videas, Aug. Epiſt. 112. ad Paulinam. . 


them, 
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bhbem, as (b) We ſeecauſe : So that he makes 
8 every Man for himſelf Judge of the-Contro- 
14 werſy, and the Scripture the proper Rule to 
Judge by, And St. Hrerome plainly” gives 
us the Reaſon: for it; becauſe, ſays he, (c) 
The Apoitles could not Err, but all others mipht 
9 12. But what need farther Argueing 
in ſo plain a Caſe; for nothing can be 4 
Raule of Faith but what is Perfect and Tf | 
ble, and nothing upon Earth 1s fo but the 
Holy Scripture, and all other Authorities 
are finally Reſolved into that. Hence it is, 
Fiptures are ſtyled Canonical, be- 


that the 5 | 
cauſe they are the Cahon or Rule of Faith; 
and the Reaſon why the Papiſts decline 
the Scripture, or Impeach its ſufficiency, and 
poſtpone it to the preſent Church is, ' becauſe 
their Trent Articles have no ſolid Foundati- 
on in the Bible; and becauſe by making the 
Catholick Church the Rule of Faith, and arro- 
cating that Title to the Church of Rome, 6 
They become Judges in their own Cauſe, and 
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- (6b) Aliis vero Teſtihus vel reſtimoniis quibus aliquid 
credendum eſſe ſuadetur tibi Credere vel non credere 
iceat quantum meriti ea admonentem ad faciendam 
ndem vel habere, vel non habere per penderis. ibid. 
lee) Scio me aliter habere Apoſtolos, aliter Reliquos 
Tractatores, illos ſemper vera dicere, iſtos in quibuſ- 
4am, ut homines aberrare. Herm. Tom 3. Epil, ad 


An 
5 * 


Thedrhilum © n 
A 6 - Mw a. 4 15 s = ba . wy — 4 then 


a * Nn 5 * W * bo i ade FP 28 9 RT 8 ? , 4 „* * II „ . 
* 15 b _— . i wn; 9 3 * . * Nn q r 9 7 n 
* * p < * * a : 1 4% , : N 
. * 4 % 
N 7 
* : > 
S & 
v > 
* 
. 4 * 
by 
* PT) 
* — 
P 
« a ? . 


then is their fault, if they don't Judge for 


"Themſelves. _ 


$ 13. And tho? they know, that the Serie. 


are, would be of no Uſe, if the preſent 


Church were Isfallible ; and that the Fathers 


inſtead of Arguments againſt Hereticks, 


would always have reſorted to the Infalli- 


- bility and Authority of the Church, in all Con- 
troverſies amongſt Chriſtians, if they had 


thought the Charch to be furniſh'd with 
tifble Difinitive Qualities ; yet the Payiſts 


do perſiſt, in ſetting up Oral Tradition, and 


The Church, for our Guides in the Faith, And | 
therefore we mult more at lagge examine 


the Lee of Oral Tradition, and of tlie 
preſent Church. 1 3 
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18 $9101 1 19 N nne fa 
1. "Radio id from — verb 
er} \ "oi Trado, which ſignifies to Gius, | 
or to þ , ee ; ſo that Tradition is an Ac- 
count Given; or Delivered, of 'Words. ſpo- 
ken, or Things! — And if the Account : 
be by wond of Mouth — is baby Oral Tra. 
— or Spe it be by Writing, 
it is then. called: ritren Tradit ” Seripe IF 
ture, . Al 
9.2. 80 that Oral Eradition 18 no more 3 
but 4 Verbal Report, delivered by Men, from 
one Age to another, of Dottrines chat were 
Taught, or Things that were done in their 
Times: And ſince many of thoſe Men 
were Wicked, ſome of — Simple, and all 
of them (ſince the Apoſtles) Palible, It 
is to be fear'd, That thoſe Reports, may 
be like other Reports, ſometimes falſe, ſome-. 
times true, but never Infallible;, for Ora 
Traditiom is ſom like Fame 5 which” 
ſeldom loſes in the Arrriaga n rather? 
oy wire 


as Virgil expreſſes 0 ener 0 , 
que acquirit eundo. ”, 

93. Hence it u, That Thoſe, who are 
not n 15 I uſtify n Religion by Serip- 


ture, 


— — 


curpiiances;:<alia 


ture, — red to Shelter themſelves un- 
der Oral 7 7 7 and being 24 That 
unleſs Tradition 


of WE Fahy: 
ing ſo-1 in des 

to fearch hg wh Na 
af length: to Derive, the ſed TH 
lity of Tradition, a — ary I 
fallibility of the Charch:' GT : ISNT 08-3) 


4. So that to undecelve Them, and 
to ſet this Matter in a true Light, ir Will 
uiſh, firſt between the Te. 
 Himony of T radition, and the — 


be fit to diſting 


it. adly. Between Traditions of ihe; 


and Trodiions of Practice. And 3dly. Be- 
' tween Oral Traditions and Mritten ones. 


8 F. As to the firſt, The Teſtimony of Tru. 


dition, Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, may or tnay 


not, according to Circumſtances, be ſuf- 
ficient, to induce Moral Certainty ; anch ift 
be delivered by many Perſons of Credit, 
and 27m contradicted by am, and* if the 
thing in it ſelf be Probable, there will 


be Fee: reaſon to doubt it, as, That there 
Was ſuclza Perſon as Henry hs Eighih, That 


St; Paul wrote his Epiſtles, and Falius Cæ. 


ſa. his Commentaries: But if the. Thing 


be in it ſelf very Improbable, us e Mira 
hos of St. Patrick, = contradicted by«others, 
as the Hiftary: on Pope Joan, then: "he Cit- 
i and. tlie Probabi- 


lities, 


n 
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lities, of each Tradition, ſhould be Examin'd- 
and Confider'd, and according to the Dif-+ 
cretion of the Party, he will adherę to 


which Tradition he thinks heft, and miay. 


‚ſometimes chooſe the worſt; but if he ſnould 


attain to a Moral certainty, yet that can a- 
mount but to a high degree of Probability, - 
vhich is far ſhort. of Infallibility. So tha 
ſome who have been moſt confident, he 


been afterwards andeceived, and being ſenſi- 
ble of their Miſtake, have become Morally 
certain of the quite contrary of what they 
were morally certain of before; which Iſup- 
poſe would be the caſe of that Pope (were | 


he now. living) who Condemn'd the Bi- 


ſhop of. Saltsburg of Hereſie, for Aſſerting, 
That there were Antipodes, for he might 
now be Convine'd to the higheſt degree 
of Moral certainty, That there are ſo - 


66. So that the Teſtimony of Tradition, 


as well becauſe it is in its on Nature Un- 
certain, Tam fidti praviq; tenax quam Nuncia 
veri, as becauſe at beſt it is but Humane 
Teſtimony, can be no Infallibie Rule of Di- 
wine Faith, tho it may, or may not, as it 
is Circumſtanc'd, be a ſufficient Motive 
of Humane Faith: And therefote the Church 
of Rome ſupplies its Traditions with the 


Authority of the Catholic Churth, which they 


tay is Infallible and Divine; and upon this 
vain Suppoſition, the Council of Trent de- 
„ 8 9 Cres, - 
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aL... 
_ crees, That unmrittes Traditions rectiued from 
the Mouth of Cluiſt, or 'His Apoſtles Iuſpired 
with ghe Holy-Gho#, and: handed domm v us, 
Al andpreſerved. by continued Succeſſion in the" Ca- 
 PariPic- chalict Chutehy ſball be Received and Rewes, 
| folly ac renced in the fame manner with the Holy Serips 
| Reveren- tures. And Pope Pigs! IV. in his Trent 
pit ac ve. Creed, Art. 13 2 admits and embraces 
Heratur, Apo#olical and Eccleſiaſtiral Traditions, and 
1 12 reſt of the Obſervances and Conitituttons of 
the ſame Church: 80 that, The Papsſfs ſup- 
pole, that Their Traditions were Divinel 
Inſpir'd by the Hoh. Ghuſt, and Inf allih 
preſerv'd hy the ſame Spirit in the Catho- 
lick Church, and conſequently are as I. 


2 


fallible as any other Word of Go. 


4 


8 7. And indeed, it muſt be -allow'd, 
That the Noctrines Preached by Chriſt, or 
his Inſpired Apoſtles, are equally: Divine and 
Tyfallible with any thing they Wrote But 
the Queſtion is, Whether we have Equal 
Aſſurance, of pretended Traditions to have 
55 — Chriſt or the Apoſtles, as we 
ave, that Scripture did ſo, They ſay we 
have, becauſe” it is the Infallibility of the 
Church that can only Aſſurę us of either, and 
therefore may equally Aſſure Us of Both; 
and ſo they make the Authority of Fradi- 
tion to depend entirely upon the Infallibi- 
liq of the Catholict Charch, with which it 
muſt ſtand or full. HD OIP 


Practice, as well in our Knowledge! and 
Traditions concerning The! 


430) 


8.8.1 As to the ſecond/ tis maniſaſt, 
That there is. great difference between 
Fachs and Open n, between :Dottrimes e and 


Diſcovery of. them, AS; in Our * ports and 
om, Uſage, and open * i 
Charch, is; Obviqus and - Apparent to e 
Fon But Rhe Opinions of: Men are more 
ſeeret, and tis GO p alone (who ſearches 
= e Heart) that can certainly Inform us of 
Sentiments of Others, We may be cer- 
tain of What we ſee Men Doe, but We can - 
not be certain of What ben ** ant. 
don't know the Opinion aan 
or Village in our Neię 
ters of Religion; and we 6 no mer or 
Town in the World is Unanimons in its O- 
pinion concerning it: How then ſhall we 
ow the Doctrine of the Univerſal Church, 


eſpecially if the whole Church Was never Uni- 


form in all its Points, either of Doctrine or 


Practice, ſince the Apoſtles Days, as it 


ſeems. it was not; for there were Errors, 


Hiereſies, and Schiſms i in the Church from its 


Infancy, and commonly each ſide pretended 


Tradition, which was 10 variows, That Cel= 


ſas accuſed the Chriſtians of changing the 
Goſpel every Day, and tho' that was not 
zrue, yet it he ws, that there were Diviſions 
and Differences from the very beginning : 

How 


find out the Doctyine of tlie 


2 in "all Ages 87 Surely it it is s Im- 
| poll le to do it in any Points wherein they 
rd, anil very difficult to do it in any 
Article not contained in their Common and 
Publick C read. But if one then living could 
{ Church 
incthe primitive Times, yet the verbal Re. 
Hof it from C One to Another, through 
o many Ages ſince, is ſubject to ſo many 
Erms and A ele, that it is hard to be- 
lieve, That the Wiſdom of God ſhould Ap- 
point that Method for our Inſtruction, or 
that the ' Wiſdom: of Man, without — N 
ledge of ſuc dn. oy erm ſhould depend 
. r. id o i. 
99. As to the Third D DiſtinQion, which 
is "or Mere Oral Tradition and Writing; there 
can be no Diſpute, but that Sar erer 15 
more ſurely and more eaſily preſerved, than 
Morus and verbal Expreſſions can be: And 
there is no Man but would prefer a. mrit- 
ten Will before a nuntupative one, and would 
rather have the Evidences of his Eſtate in 
Writing than by Parol; and ſu rely the Holz- 
£Ghoft hath already determin'd-this matter, 
by committing the Oracles of GOD to 
0 both 1 in the Old neee in | 
as Niem. 
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F! has 


$ _ Peſides 


rendred Oral Tradition more 


of Sem Gio D was 


vain. Converſation (from which't 


Ger) 


gi des Experience me rin - 
Tir Oat Tradition not only fulibie, but has 
frequently fail'd, ſinde in moſt Ages and moſt 


Countries: the People have been miſerably 


deluded by it; for it gives a Hanklle: to de. 
fioning Men, to Impoſe What 2 please 5 
on tire uarlnt. R 
511. When the long Lives ofche Pepi 
probable than 
it can be now, betauſe it paſsd through Ii 
fewer Hands, tho” Adam liv'd to ſee Me- 
thaſalem 243 Years Old, and he, to ſee Sem 
98 — who lived 50 Tears after. 
wards; ſo that theſe: Three filled the ſpace 
of 21 58: Years; and \tho? they were fre. 
n Aided by Divine *R#vMation; ' and 
had but One Article explz:irlyto believe; viz. 
The: Being of Gon, yet even then had ; 
Oral. Tradition corrupted their "Religion [ 
with £707 and Idolatry::iS0 that in the! | 
pleaſed (daft 1 (ay 
found it neceſſary) to make new :*Revelaz 
tions to Mbrahars, m. 3111 cc 
d 124ln like manner; T he⸗ Jarg the? they 
bad Moſes and the Prophets, yet did they by 
theirtFraditions: Traberg the C Hr are 
GOD, Matth. 1 57:3. Mark 7. 
dred them of 20 


7. un Rid 
10 Effelt, Matth. 15. 5. Ihen 
were 
Redeemed) m. s received from the 72% 
5 . 1. Pet T 18. and that TA. 


ation | 
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4 che Danger 
Tradition; for by their 
they have deceived — and. have 
Infed their whole. Puſterity, Witli the 


ae 2 


813 [KThe Turks are =D _— Wy 
of Relyin m_ much on Ora 
5 Thadits 20N5, 


_ Romantick 'Deluſies of Mabometifmne,” and 


- 
r ——— „ * 
0 
8 * 


" 7 Nor/ dd the Wb 
5 wholy.+ Agape th e Deluſion: of 
dlitious; 


them wich a Story, 
1 Thoufand 


pretends to give us the very 
{ oe for it: So that anolt - the Want 


or other. 


upoſture 1 «Ws . . N „bi "Fd 
ce 
red Ty. 
Fapias Biſhop of — eceiv'd 
il hat Chriſt was to Re 4 
wrong pon 1 which: 
tain'd % much Credit, that St. Jrebeu; 
Words of 


55 
be Rersed again, by dome fa 


ez ior had. de Ciel . Nome 6 
ſca this Misfortune; on tlie contrary; 


{he das been more abus d and deluded by 
Oral Tradition, than any of her Chriſtian 
Nei ghbours: Her Infant Communion, and 


Apocrphal Canon of — are TE 
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of her being Imposd upon; her Tradition 
of the Pope's Supneriac, and the .Decretal 


Epiſtles of the Firſt; Three Hundred Yeats, 
 produg'd to ſupport it, are now difcover?d 


to be:; manifeſt Forgeries, and contrary to 
the Senſe of Pope Gregom the Great, who 


thought the Title of Univerſal Biſbop to 


be Antichriſtian; Their Tradition, that 
St. Peter was went Five | Tears Biſbop of 
Rome is inconſiſtent with Scripture, and ap- 


parently Falſe; their Tradition of the AI. 


ſumptian of the Body of the. Bleſſed Virgin; 
to commemorate Which they Conſecrate 
a Holy Day, is nevertheleſs a palpable and 
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groundleſs Forge, and their Tradition f 


Worſpipping Images, Vouch'd hy the ſecond 
Council of Mick, 1 

they mean the Tradition mention'd W1ja: 
14. %16. Thas in prodeſs of Time, an Ungodiy 
Cuſtom gromn ſtrong, was kept as 4 Lam, and 


Nick, is manifeſtly. Falſe, unleſs 


Grauen Images were worſhipped bythe Command. 


ments & Trans. From all, which, am 


many more Inſtances that might be pro- 


duc'd, It is plain, that the Oral Traditiun 


of the Church f Rome 1s ſo far from In- 


fallible Authority, that it will not paſs for 
credible Teſtimony, except in Caſes where 
concurrent Circumſtances may give it ſome 


Reputation. 


16, The aforeſaid  Diindtions being 
premis'd, to prevent Coofulia n, I proceed 
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* Aquinas 
2da, 248. 


Pap: 5+ 


to ſhew, xt. Thar the Traditio 
Particular Church can never be Tale, 
whoſe Doctrines were not always Oniform, 
Nor / 2dly, can the Univerſal or. Catholick 


_ Charch be Tf llible in any Article, if at any 
Time it was Divided in Opinion about it, 
Nor 3dly, can the Oral Traditions of any 


Church 'be Iofallible if the very Written 
Traditions are Forged, Q 


$17. Ast to the Firſt, Ie] is without Que. 
ion, That whereever there is a Change, 
there-is no Infallibility ; and therefore the 
Church of Rome ſhould not pretend to it, 
for She has not been conſtantly Uniform in 


all Points, either of Doctrine or Practice. 


Her very Creed has been alter d; »ﬆ, By 
the Addition of the Word Catholick 24l 7 
By the Addition of the Article of 4 
* Deſcent into Hell ; Fly, y. By the Word 
Filioque Added to the Con ;ſtantinopolitan 
Creed ; And 4thly, By the OA New 


Articles Added by the Council of Trent ; 


for none of theſe were in the Ancient Ro- 
man Creed, and ſome of them are not even 
implicitly comprehended in it. That 1 
has alſo varied from her Primitive Uſage, in 

Prohibiting the Sacrament of the! _— 
to Infants, and Marriage to the Clergy, 
the Cup to the Li, for it was not — 
the n and in a 2 The pre- 


ſent 


apt, or Un- 


 Doitrine,” as well ar in Ceremonies; and that 


Was Miſtaken, In the Debate about giving 


(191) 


ſont Charth 6 of Rome, ( as Coſfende confeſſes). 
— from” the Puri aut 


has muth © 
Splendor of that Ancient Church)*in form of 

even the Diſcipline of the Church 15 excerdin Wn 
EE ch 
Church cannot be Tafallibley which hat! 
admitted of ſo many Alterations." 

9 18. As to the Second, ir ſeems to Ve, 
that The Catholick Church hath often been 41 
divided upon Articles of Dottrineas well as : 


Forms of Practice; and ſurely. every Man 


will be of this 'C Opinion, who confiders, how. Ry 
often the Fathers differ'd from one another, — 
and from the Tyuth in ſeveral Inſtances, and Linbrc 
frequently Quoted divers Eirurgier, Epritles, | 
and Books, which were ' afterwards diſco- WU 
ver*d to be Counterfeit; How deſperately, 
and how long the Greek and Latin Churches 

have Quarrelled about the Article of the 

Pope's Sapremacy; How the Primitive Chri- 

ſtians differed not only in matter of Fact, 

but even in the Teſtimonies concerning it, YN 
In the great Controverſies About the Time 

of Celebratin Eaſten, and the Re-baptizing 

of Hereticks, 6h Sid, Sides pretended 4 oftolis 

cal Tradition, and conſequently one o them 


the Euchariſt to Iufants, the wrong Side ; 
prevailed, even with the Church of. Rome, 
which praftiſed "_ about Six Hundred 


Years 


1 


! + 
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Vears what upon better Conſideration 
_ » Phey Reformed afterwards, and have ſince 
changed accordingly. es 13 8 5 1 80 "OF 
*$\19. But theſe are {light Inſtances in p 
_ compariſon of the Canon of Scripture, where», WM R. 
* in the Chriſtian Church hath differ'd in all M 
=_ Ages; and ſurely if Tradition be of Autho- W pc 
n rity in point of Doctrine, it ought to be 10 
ſo in this Important Caſem And if the Ce 
Church hath Infallibility, it ſnould appear in F. 
this conſiderable Inſtance; but it is plain, WM M 
that either 2 ſhe had it not, Or 5 broke her ; 
| Fruft, in not exerciſing it upon this Oc- 
caſion; for the Canon of Scripture hath been 
always diſputed, and the Church of Rome 
hath differed from it ſelf, by Receiving the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, which many of her 
| Communion for a long time Rejected, and 
__ y adding the Apocrypha to the Canon, which 
wn  Ruffinus ſays, he Received from the Fre- 
fathers, and which was formerly fo far 
. ſetled in the Council of Lavazrcea. 
gd 20. But however it be with the Ca- 
tholick Church, it is certain that the Char 
F Rome (not withſtanding, its boaſt of U- 
nity) hath been often and greatly divided. 
The Papiſts at this Day, not only differ 
from their great Champions Bellarmine and 
Baronius, but alſo from one another, and 
in Points of great Importance; The Church 
of France is as wide from the Churches of 
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| 45 Th Church Fereely Corite; 
Material Articles, So that it is not int 
Power or Wit of Man, to Reconcile Lad- 
no, Da Pin, and the Biſhop of Meanx,to 
Cardinal Bellamine, the Doninitans to the 
Franciſcans, the Stotiſts to the Thomiſts, the | 
Molinifts to the Janſeniſts, the Councils of 
Milan and Ariminum to the Council of 
Nice, the Councils of Conſtance and Baſt 
to the Council of Lateran, tlie Court of 
Rome to the Church of Rene, "Od Po: FW 
to New Popery, or 1 to Primitive 
Cbriſtianit. 

d 21. And it follows from ede, That 
they themſelves do not believe, that the 7 
dition of their Church is Lf allible ; for if the) 
did, it muſt immediately Determine all their 
Controverſies; Nay, there could have been 
no Contention at all in the ſame Communion, 
becauſe it is impracticable to Diſpute a Trae 
| dition, which is $ allowed Wen. 2. 15 them - 
ſelves. 

8 22. And as to the T bird. It is very Ob- 
vious, That the Written Tyan of the 
Papiſts, are very many of them Suppoſiti- 
tious; The Canons and Conſtitutiont which 
the Church of Rome has tranſmitred to us 
K 1 as 


1 beir Church a8 „ Melebior Gol: — 
| 2 ee 5 Log and the — ing 
that Emperor Po woeſter's ti 
him; The Mor of C Clugny ſays, that he 

. four and twenty Lies in one Hy 
enedictꝭ, and this perhaps is one Reaſon, 

why Their Liturgy is. conceal'd from the 
People in a'ftrange Language which they dt 

not underſtand ; but however that be, This 

NO The ſame is Manifeſt, That their Books and Their 
nl OG. Controverſies abound in Sophiſtry and 2 
my fi © preſentation, and are ſhap'd by their lader 


N far, as to In- 
ö 


ber e Expurzatorins to the Intereſt of their Party; 
nd ae and Whilſt they are purged of many ule- 
3 Sun the ful and Important Trutbs, they are left 
bd and 2 with ſilly and Impudent Lies : So 
M40 riery of the that their Legends and Miracles Remain 
WE 5. the moſt Romantick and my Stories 
rect 7- in the World. 95 
0 23. 1s it not matter © of Sport, to nk 
Preacher gravely tell us, That St. Patrick 
Raiſed one from the Dezd, that was almoſt « 
| devoured by Hogs, That he made a Fire of H 
Toe, That his Boy came to Ireland ſailing up- 4, 
on a Stone, Tha the Saint fed Fourteen 
"FE 


4%: #67 


i — Frm Miles in his Hands, That St. 


es 


Thouſand with one Cow, two Staggs, and 
two Wild Boars, and the next Day the Cow 
was alive again. That St. Dennis carried his 


t the Devil by the Noſe witlf. a 
— ngs, and the ike. But the Con- 


ene Ag. theſe Superſfitious Whimſies is 


fatal; for ſince the | Miracles of Chriſt and 
the Apoſtles are a great Motive to our Belief, 


do not theſe Forged filly Miracles of the 
Papiſts ſcandalize that Foundation, ang 


ſtab the Chriſtian Faith, by drawing the Real 
| Miracles into veſtion, and hardning the 


ews, Turks and! eathens in theis Infidelity ? 

evertheleſs, the Hiſtories of theſe” pro- 
phane Fooleries are countenanc'd in "the | 
Church of Rome, and one of them is N 
the Golden Leg end, but I know. 22 El. 
for as —— Vives (a Papiit ) confe 8, 
It is unworthy Saints or Men, and was written 


by one of an Iron Forehead, and 4 Leaden 
8 derſlanding. 


Fd 
$ 24. And indeed, it nous of down- 
right Stupidity or Madneſs, after the Ridi - 


culous Legends and fabulous Miracles, ſuffer- 


ed by the Church of Rome to paſs for Cur- 


rant, amongſt her Credulous and Superſti- 


tiaus Voraries, for any Man to venture | 
His Salvation, uy the 1 * ber Tra- 5 


: ditions, | 


8 


„ ne 


2 a 1 * 9 PE * r F _ 4 — rns 

* n 2 > By, * * 1 — * * : * = — * N n 
r : gs OR; * N 12 * a R 9 
418 LIES ; * 1 - THE + 31 ( 
, - p * Fo * 
+ xz - 4 * . be. F 4 

8 N 8 F 3% \ 

. 2 2 

8 . - 

* * » 
” 
* 
23 
. 


ty h25.E But becauſe 3 Vnaccaun 'Th 
able, nay, even Incredible, That any Pre Na 
ttenders to. Religion ſhoult! be Guilty of ſuch MW oft 
* , it will not be amis 
tc hear a Dactar of Sorbun give us the: rea- 
ſon how tlieſe things came to Paſs; for in 
ae bret. effect he tells us That not only the 9. 
rag. 2. lice of Hereticks,. bur the res Teal of 
Ancient Chriſtians, ho thought it a Pau- 
Fraud to forge Lies in favour of Truth; and 
even the 17 antonneſ. s of ſome Authors (who 
diverted themfelves at the expence of the 


Tach and 0 Feawlity of Their: Readers have 
1 
| 85 in the firſt Ages of 58 Church :0f 


Du "Wo lh, —* = 4 —— _ of thi A ye are 


I: ga] 


, 27, 19, ' the n e Letters in 3 8 


— — — 
— Rn, — —— — 1 1 * N 4 * 2 
r 3X — — 5 Wah n "_ wy * — — — — _— * — ba IIS Ox — 
* — - —_ —— Y — — - bn — — — 2 — . oo xs — ä —— — . 22 5 YES IT — 2 — a - 3 
r ECCCCCETIDI ISS +; ” Bret oF; Le IS eh L EY = Big Rn en rng SEWER ES 2 r — 
Ferrer K * - 2 : 2 ESI 2 PF TI ILAEREE wit < LS > on THI ITS — ag > 7 — FR, r Las os > © ** a oe 
8323 oo oo : r _ En ING — r gt no Ao has us nes 9 no a ge Oe 1 Zn Jars. LI. no 3 - A _ — ER _—— r >> — 
— — - _ 2 A * = _—_— — — - - — - - — 1 g N - - — — w - 

4 * A 2 D — ER "If £ W —_— 1 2 : - — 

5 — —— — Y _— > . Y = p ; n YES CI. * 2 

* _ —_— 4 — — 5 [i — pes - 

— . # . - an” K 4 a 
of 2 N 1 2 K 
* n 
X : * , . , 


—— 38 - 
— — 


* 
5 
— 
be. 
D 
Gy 
x fo 
=. 
= 
2 
a. 
© * 
* 
82 
Ex: 
H 
4 
＋ 
Q 
5 
8 
* 
a 


&, 
{N x. 
Dy 
* 
>, 
2 
O A. 
£22 
«Pp 
- 33 
25g 
. 
2 
"ze 
7 8 
8 
8 
3 Bd 
oY” 
8 
+ 
5 


— — — 
> 2 — 
22 — — 

> a N - 
— Or 
4 - : r mn 
— = _ — 
— — - . 
— — 
* — — — 


bil of Tae 18 Vani n We 

but that even wy Teftimony of Tradition 8 

ſo far juſtly. brought in Jueſtion, that it, 

uit de "”—_ W the Probability of the 
x: * 79900 


| falſe I Traditions from 


ſal, Traditions, tho' e cannc 


Thing, The b en che Bare The 
Nature of ie Proof,; and the Cirewmſt ances 
of the Matter, bywhich-wemey &ſtinguifh 


Fa) gn — Fd 
8%. Now, the the Te | 
Tradjtion,-.in:t bl lee of the Church, and 
uhlick ks Matter,of Pratiipgci may in ſome 


ſes he very General, andi 


know 4 — and C onſtanty. and may ap- 
Hoy ct Ry be hy Open and: Pninterrupted 


Gb We arg acquainte 
3 — — Oe may pA . or Univer- 
lit ively ſay; 
That they are ſo, if there were any Shurehes 
in the World, whoſe Traditions we do not 


know, yet ſince thoſe Cuſtoms 1 and Via Qs 


were derived from ſeveral C hurches founded 


2 e Apoſtles, and cannot be denyed to 
actiſed by the Primitive Chriſtians, and 


do Remain and Continue in all the eſta- 


bliſh'd Chriſtian Churches we know of, to 


this day, (as the Obſervation of Sunday, 


Water Baptiſm, Baptiſm of Infants, The 

order at; Biſbops, &c.) We zmay. juſtly 
conclude, and even have a Moral Certainty, 
That they were of - Apoſtical: Practice or 
Liſt nation. But in matters of Dactrine, The 
Teſtimony. 0 e Tradition cannot be ſo 
ſtrong, unleſs we. ſuppoſe, That all Chri- 
ſans were © Dunes Sheroiny and dnn all 


4 


. 8. 
$ 


bred, and wee, Rp, The wl 
Un Doctrine of Ci anck ie — 
. from one Generation to another, 
whereof pens in the Miſtutes 
ſt ples; wit TA 
Dr. Tilton. Churches planted rk Them, if 
"took, ſo that they had need to be Taught ag a 
Heb. 32 12. and in the Te»rh(Century, Th 
@harch was ſo corrupted with Vice and be- 
_ norance, that Learned Papiſts confeſs, That 
Baronius, the Wieked and Hliterate Popes of that Age, 
Wi = ought not td be mentionꝰd, but to preſerve 
the C atalogae of Sucogſſion; and if fo, ſure 
there ought not to be much dependence 
on the Traditions of that unhappy Age; But 
we need not look fo far back, ſince 'the 
great Heats and Diviſions of the Prelates 
{ and Divines, even at the Council of Trent, 

' almoſt upon every Article, demonſtrates 
the Nullity, or Uncertainty of their pretended 
Traditions. 

9 28. But of what effect ſoever the Teſti: 
mony of Tradition may be when it is well 
Examin'd, and generally Allow'd, it will 
fot be a ground r Divine Faith, unleſs i its 
Authority b Eſtabliſhed, ſo as to render it 
Infallible: In order whereunto theſe Three 


8 os 
% 


2 mil. * 


Conditions ſeems neceſſary. x. 


100 2 9. Firſt, That the Tradition have 4 
Diving 


5 T 139 * 2 
Divine: Oris gina, it muſt commence from 
Inj tration ; 2 that no Tradition can be Ia. 


role chat is not 2 ——— 


A — That any Article is ne- 
ay 10 Salons ; 0 that is not contain'd 
therein; for if chas Excellent Summary or 
Creed was compiled by the Apoſtles, then it 
is a Reproach to them to fay, That it is I 
perfect and Inſufficient ; arid if i = be not Theirs, 
Dal Tradition is noo be rely*d on, which 
has Repreſented it as Theirs r. ſeveral hun- 
dred Lears. Ot 
. 30. Secondly, To 0 Tradition In- 
fallible, ir muſt neceſſarily” proceed from the 
whole Church, elſe the Trac _— cannot be 
Univerſal or Authemick ; „it would be 
Partial, and evidence —— one part of the 
Church; for it ſelf, againſt another, as the 
pretended Tradition 2 the Pope's Suprematy' 
is, for the Greek Charch always Oppos'd it. 
Now it is Manifeſt, That he whole Church 
never met to publiſh its Sentimens ſince the 
Apoſtles Days: So that is is abſurd to ſay, 
That there is in point of Dof#rize, any Uni- 
_ unwritten Tradition = * wbale ( hurch; 
or ſuppoſing it mi o in fact, et 
ſince there are C in the Werte 1 E 
Want nothing of ur, nor we of them, we 
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of it, evemein 


1 bare imtall Ages had 


| cannot tellowhat their Thiditionn' 185 or trul 
ſay, that am Tradition is Univerſal, nay, even 


N ; 


c 740 ay. 


the Chriſtian Churches we do know of, 
have nevencheen uniform 1 in all their Senti. 
nd not any particular Commuiiſhn 
points by ſome Eſteemed 
Fundamentul, groſs Eridys and Hereſies crept 
early into the Church, and too many of them 
remain in ſome Churches to this Day, as 
hath been already ſaid, and Thall more am- 
ply be: ſhewn hereafter.” YOu 785 | 
9 31. But what if the Univerſal 22 
reed in their I. 
ditions, yet would it be but partial Evidence 
for it ſelf, in reſpect of Thoſe without : And 
if-it- have no Influence upon Us, That all 
the Tarks agree in their Tradition concern- 


f 
5 


ing Mahomet, and that all the Jews agree 
in their Tradition of a Princely Meſſiah, Why 
ſhould it preval upon Them ? If all Chriſtians 


ſhould agree in their Tradition concerning 
the Goſpel, The Point muſt be proved by 
other Mediums as the Purity of the Do- 
Arine, the Inſpiration of the Preacher, ma- 


nifeſted by the Gift f Tongues, or other 


Miracles, or the Iufallibilit of the Voucher. 
9 22. And that leads me to the: third 
Condition. requiſite, which is rhe 1 


ty of the Church: For it is not enough Th 


the Tradition is of Divine Original, and J. 


ſubd to us' by the Catholick Church, unleſs 


that 
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char Church be Lali, dige it may; be. 
miſtaken it ſelf, and may Report untruly . 
us, ſo that at laſt (turn which way you 


the Church cannot be Witneſs fox. 4, 1 
Authority, or Infall;þyliry, but the credible 
Teſtimony of tlie Chureh, that Induces belief, 


1 


of the Goſpel, for of Negeſſity, one muſt conan 
believe the Goſpel beforghe can be a Mem- f ndl. 
ber of the Church, or Acknowledge its Au- um contin 
thority, -, or believe its T»fallibdlity 3 andd Credends- 
therefore, the memorable Expreſſion of St. comms 
Auguſt. Ego vero Evangelio np Grederens f 
me Eccleſiæ Compvetat Autheritagg; muſt be vum rantum 

« pi & 5 | " Hornzus de 
underſtood of 1 the | Teſt ZBORY \ of the Church, Sacr. Script. 
and not of its Infallible Authority; and Im 15 


ports no more, but that the Church being 


u# 


eee diaet ne Faclions and Parties, 

and differing in many other Things, did * 

nevertheleſs agree in the: G opel, and that 

Jeſus is the Chri#, and therefore he believed 

their Teſtimony therein, as ſuppoſing, that 

the Church would have differed in that . 

ticle, as well as in many others, if it had 

not been ſo clear and undeniable a Truth, 

that it never met with oppoſition amongſtt 

Chriſtians ; and if St. Auguſtius meant more 

than this, he meant it of the Church in the 
5 8 | Apoſtles 


. gene . N Days, for Their Miracle t 


 Fcclefiam 


fumic pro their 1 


primitiv a 


Cong regati- mony fallible, of Authority, and- in effect 
eee Divine: But the Tradition of the ſucceeding 


Grits Cine linde chat tire, can be but Tamas 
3 "ts mom, unleſs it. be likewiſe Inſpir'd by 
. HolyGhogt; and rho ite Traditions were 
Sue hne True, y Me they could.yf-llibly appear 


Ecclefia to Us to be ſo, They would not be of Au. 


Snegium thorzty, but Ide u Humint Traditions 
am Dried. and Hiſtories, b be ſub jecbt to Diſquiſition' and 


8 


3. And cher bre, the Fathers 11 50 
always diſtinguiſhed between the writings 
of the ApoiHes, and the Traditions of others, 
and declare:the former to be Irfallible, bur 
all the reſt to be liable to Miſtale, and 

therefore adviſe us to be content with the 

Feripture, which is full, and ſufficient, and of 


Divine Authority, and not Reſign our ſelves 


blindly to the Deſigns and Inventions of 


which Men Invent of themſelves, us it were 
ApoFolical Tradition; without the Witneſs and 
Authority of 1 the Holy Seriptieres; ore Confound- 
ed by God. 


8 34. By what has bem aid, it is not 
the Te#imony, but the Authority of Traditi- - 


on that is rejected, but even the Te#imony 
of it may be examin'd, and be more or 


leſs 1 according to the Circum- 
1 5 ſtances 
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iration, and rendred their Teſt: 


Men: For, ſays St. Hierom. Thoſe yy 
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' fhances of the Matter, and where- ew 


2 ad where-ever it is 
found to Anfwer the famous N Rule of * Comont- 
Vincent ius Lyrinenſit of being approw'd, in 
all Places, in all Agen and by all Perſons it 
mult be allow'd as: an «ni#verſal Tradition, 
and may juftly-require every Bodies Sub- 
miſſion to we But ſure there — 5 no 
univerſal Tradition in any point in Diſp are, 
nor a 47 Diſpute About points that . * 
bliſn'd by ſucb Tradition. 
be falle, that is not Havi or Apoſtoli- 
cal in the Commencement, and atteſted 
by the whole Church in all Ages, which can- 
not be in any Article in debate, for where 0 
Some differ, All can't Agree, nor can it be 
certainly known in any Article at all, be- 
cauſe the Church is or has been extended to 
places unknown to Us. And ſince the Te- 
mony of the whole Church, is but partial E- * 
vidence for it ſelf, as to Jews, Tarks, and 
Heathens, and conſequently of no Authority 
with them, and even to Chriſtians, cannot 
be of undoubted Authority unleſs the Church 
be Infallible; and ſince the Teſtimony of a 
Fallible Church is in its own nature Uncer- 
tain, and may or may not be «rg, as it 
happens, and can at beſt produce but Moral 
certainty ; which Papiits ſay is not a ſuffici- 
ent Ground for Divine Faith: And ſince 
there is no Fundamental Point of Fatth, 
„ Which 
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which needs the = of an Inf lth. Tradi. 
tion, but is ſufficiently Revealed in Særipture, 
So that if it he not derived thence, We ought 
* to Reject. it, as St. Hierame obſerves; Hy Ml 
uia de Stripturis non halet authoritatim e: 
om facilitate conte mnitur Tac 8 We 

may ſafely conclude, That Tradition is not 

tbe ale of Faith, And inc ing . unleſs there 6 x, 
he two Rules of Faith, They give up the | 
Point, who Aſſert the N eceflity, and Owa of L 
the Authority of an Infallible C burch, which | inte 
i the next thing e are £0 i a ter, to 
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IAving ag I ſuppoſe juſtly Rejected 
14 Oral Tradition from being a Rule | 
of Divine Faith, I now proceed to Inquire . 
into the Nature and Authority of the Church, 
to ſee if I can find ber Guidance, or 
greater Security there. 
$ 2. And todo this, I ought in courſe to 


explain what I mean by the word Church, 

and the rather becauſe t 1e World has been 
much abuſed by the equivocal uſe of that | 
Word; and tho? there is nothing more dil- 
ingenuous than to Equivocate, and to take 
the ſame Word, in different Senſes, in the 
Propoſitions of the {ame Syllogiſm, or to 
give a general Epithet to any thing, which 

is only Applicable to it in a particular ſenſe _ 
of the Word, and afterwards to ufe the 
ſame Expreſſion in another Acceptation : 
Yet this unfair Sgphiſfry hath heen too much 
uſed, and manifeſtly with deſign to Delude. . 
the Simple, and to Impoſe upon Men of 
imall Underſtanding. „„ 
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4 : $ 3. Since therefore contention in Words 
_— * 74.5 proſitable for nothing but the ſubverſion of 
them that hear. We CGught to be as clear and 

lain as poſſible, in diſcovering What is 


meant by the Word . and WE 
» Senſes it. is taken in'Scriprire.” Wo 
8 4. The Charch, Ecileſia, Gr. Exe da 
, 1, 0 | 


ah evotanuo,) Traports' Finlitatid 
ont, ſo that!" The Church fighifies Al 
bly, or C orpregation, called ont, diſtinguiſhid, 
or ſeparated; from Upbelievers + Thus] Ac 
7.38. and, Heb. I 23. The Word Church 
is taken, for an Aſſembly, and, um. 20. 4c 
and, P/. 26. 5. it 15 taken for a Compreoation, 
ſo that We may define the Chriſtian Church 1 © 
to be. The General Aſſembly or Conpregation 
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e eee in Teſus — called thereunto MM S* 

by the Preaching of The Goſpel.  — 

„ In $66 bk the Word Church is P 
variouſly Uſed : firſt, for the Temple, or 1 

place of Worſhip, The Dominicum, or Houſe WM © 
of Goa, and it ſeems thus taken, As 19.37. 
Robbers of Churches; and, 1 Cor. 11. 18, 
When ye tome together in the Church, that is, 
The place of Worſhip, and perhaps it may be 
ſo taken, ,1,Tim.3. 15. That thou mayſt know 45 
how to behave thy ſelf in the Houſe "of God, <* 

which is the Church of the libing God, The Pil- ＋ 


lar and ground of Truth, for that Text ſeems, 

in the judgment of Good Commentators, A 
do allude to The T mple, but ſince the Word 10 
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purpgle + d 
Congregation of 5 Ch 11 


Place, or Nation, as 1 Pet. 5.13. The Gharch 


at Babylon, As 13. 1. Ihe Church at Anti- 
och, Acts 14. 23. He gathered the Chard) to- 


gether, i. e. the Congregation, 1 Ty. 5. 16. 


Let not the Church be charged, tliat is, the 
People, and Mat. 18. 17. Tel it to the Church, 
i. e. the, Congregation, as I ſuppoſe, tho? 
ſome Interpret it of the Clergy, 8 ure Im- 
properly, elſe They muſt have a deciſive 
907. Thirdly, The Church is taken for the 
Elect, ſuch as ſhall be Saved, who in truth 


are properly The Church, for theſe are the 


geveral Aſembly and Charch of he fi f ls, 


which; are writta in Heaven, Heb. 12. 23. 


Theſe: are the; Glorious Church mention'd, 


Eph. 5. 27. whereof more, when we come 


to che'Epithet Holy; in the mean time, We 
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may obſerve, That ſince all the Elac are 
notof any particular Church or Communion, 
for there have been Fatherg, Saints and 
Martyrs as well of the Greek Church as of 
the Roman) it ſeems very wrong to deno- 
minate the Church from its out ward form, 
or Appropriate Salvation to any particular 


ſively of theiteſt. , 


+» L 


88. Fourthly, The Word Charch is taken 


for the Chriſtian Religion, or the Doctrine 


and Worſhip of , and ſo it ſeems to be 


uſed in that Remarkable Text, N 6. 18. 
ch, that is, 

Upon this Confeſſion of Faith that Jeſus is 
the Chriſt, will T build my Religion and Mor. 
ſhip, anct the whole Soriety 


Upon this Rock will Ibuild n Chi 


4 of Chriztians 
which compoſe n Church, ſhall be diftin- 
guiſh'd from the reft of the World, by this 
Criterion or Creed, of believing that. Jeſus 


10 the Chrift, ſo in the ſame verſe it is faid, 


That the Gates of Hell ſball not prevail againit 
the Charch, which I conceive muſt be un- 
derſtood, that they ſhall not prevail againſt 
The Chriſtian Religion, or the Doctrine of 
Jeſus Chrift © 2 7 

8 9. Laſtly, The Word Church is taken 
for the Univerſal or CatWick Church, The 
Chriſtian Society, the Collective Body of 
Chriſtians, Leſelife Univerſelle as the French 
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. Charch i. 


| Epheſ. 5. 25. 


Church ſiggifyi 


wy 


Creed E. it, Al that worſhip Chriſt: or 


profeſs Chriſtianity in the Univerſe, in ſhort, 

for The whole Church, thus Eph. 5. 24. The 
"Taker to Chriſt, that is Na whole 

o Acts 2.4 . The Lord added to the 


Church, 


Charch, or to aher oiety of Chriſtians, fo 


Eph. 5. 23. Chrift is head of the Charch, or as 
the Rhemiſts haye it, of 7 the Chur burch, and 

brit deliver Himſelf 3 2 
Church, or the whole Church, Saints and Sin- | 
NETS, + Tares and Wheat; Hereticks and 2 Tim. 2.20, 
Orthodox ; for as * A be a — „e 

embiy or Co ation, 
7 who. 7 bat 1.0 2 


it muſt nid follow, | hat+ 


to worſhip Chriſt are of the Chrittian ( barch, l. 


2 accordingly Elders were Ordained or 
Church or Congregatign, Acts 15. 23. t 
— aps there were tome Schiſmaticks, and 


even Heyeticks amongſt them, and accor- 


dingly St. Higrome allows, that Hereſy or ——_ 2 


Sehiſm do not deſtroy the validity of Orders, nino. 


and St. Au zuſtin does admit The nnn 


| Biſhops to have valid Orde?s'; Origen and 2: ria, 
Tertullian (tho? Hereticks) are eſteemed Fa. 9 


thers, and allowed to have dyed in the Com. 


munion of the Church, and tho? ſome Papiſts 


(when it ſerves their purpoſe) deny that 
Proteſtants are Mæiſtians, yet they allow of 


our Baptiſm, which ſurely none e bur a os 


ftian can aammien 
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| F196. Theſe then ſeem to be the Accep. 
tations of the Word Church in Scripture, and 
| perhaps it may be taken in ſome : other Sente 
which I have not Obſerved, and need not 
mention, - becauſe. the diſtinctions already 
made will be ſufficient, to detect the S. 
 phiftry of thoſe who Equizocate in this mat- 
ter, and to give ſatisfactoꝶy Anſwers. to all 
their captious Queſ tions 
911. For, If it be demanded; 1ſt. Is the 
Church viſchle? It will appear that it is ſo, 
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as to its outward foi and profeſſion; hut it 

| 1s not fo, as to the inwari Faith and Pietz 
of the Elect, who are properly and eſſenti- 
ally The Church.  2dly. Is the Church One? 
yes, in reſpect of its Faith in Chriſt, and its 
common hope of Falvation; but in other 
Articles and Opinions wherein Chriſtians 
differ, and ſplit into Factions, and different 
Communions, the Church is multiplied 
and divided, and there are as many Churches 
as there are ſeparate Congregations, or Com- 
munions. 2dly. Is the Church Holy? yes, 
in reſpect of the Holy Doctrine of Chri# 
and his e which the whole Church pro- 
tefſeth, but is not practically ſo, vhilſt ſo 
many FHypocrites and Reprobates are of it; 
unleſs the Church be tal Hricily for the 
better part of it The Elect. athly. Is the 
Church. Catholick, or Univerſal ? yes, The 
ahole Charch is, but not any Part of. it, tho 
+. "<a YT never 
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\ Communion , of 
5thly. Is the. Church Apoitolick 2 


reſpect of its Faith in Gira, and other 


any Points vari 
Apales, or have Impos'd other Terms. of 


make 


am Chu; * 16 6G its { Gord 1 
* * ation, Party, or - 
Fut 5 


2 apa hi 45 


ſtolick doctrines which it retains; iy 
thoſe parts of he Church Which have in 
1 from the Doctrine of the 


Salvation, as Neceſl ry, than, the Apo#les 
did, are neither Apb 
in chat reſpect... 
a Society capable to 


Pirect, Govern, or 


Who are Members of the 


all Chriſtians, 
ticks, Schiſmaticks and 


even Reprobates, Here- 


rors never ſo great) are outward Members 


of it; but if by, the Church be meant the 
Elec, then all that ſhall be Saved are Mem- 
bers of i it, all Mereticks, Schiſmaticks, Per- 


ſons Excommimicated, and all other Chri- 


{tians that will Repent, and ſo only Repro- 


bates are Excluded; But if by Church be 
L 4 meant 


lans whath dever. 


pbelick nor Orthodox 
R. Is the Church 


WS 7 And as. plain. that the 
Univerſal Charch is, not, but Particular 
Churches are; for tho 
is a Society, yet it is not capable to Meet, 
and conſequently not to Govern or make 
Laws. : 7thly. 
Church? If the Univerſal, Church be meant, 


3 'the whole Charch 


others whatſo- 
ever who profeſs, Chri; Hiaplity, (be their Er- 


or | 


In in We 


meant any Ly Church, che all Re. 
probates, Hypocrites an Hereticks who 
are in Outward Communion With it, and ſub- 
mit to the Laws of the Soci 5 are of it, 
and only Schiſmaticks and Pe ons Excom- 
municated are excluded. 

F 12. And fo I ſhould come to the mats 
Queſtion, viz. Whether. the Church be Infal- 
lible? For if it be not, it cannot be the 
Rule of Faith; and if it be, we ought to 
follow it wherever i it leads us. So that this 
Important Point is af the laſt Conſequence; 
and therefore ſhould be well examined and 
well anderſtood: And in order to it, ſome 
Preliminaries are to be conſidere d. 

§ 13. And firſt, It is beyond Contro- 

verſie, that no Church but The Univerſal 
Church can pretend to Infallibility, for The 
Charch in the firſt Senſe, as it is taken for 
the Material Temple or Place of Worſhip is 
ſenſeleſs, and can on be Guide nor 
—_— 

$ 14. Nor Segondly, can the Church i - 
the ſecond Senſe, as it is taken for a part 
cular Church, as the Church of Rome, Church 
of England, or tlie like, pretend to be In- 
Fallible, (nor the Clergy or Paſtors of par- 

ticular Chürches, even ſuppoſing that the 
4 Text, Match. 18. 17. Tell the Church rela- 
ted to Them, becauſe Treſpaſſes and Civil 
Fannroverf len are the ſubject Matter of that 
| Text) : 
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Text) for there is no Promiſe of Infallib:- 
li made in Scripture to any Particular 
Church, or the Paſtors of it; and it would 
not anſwer the End, if they had it, for 

their Influence and Authority, being e | 
find to their proper Juriſdiction, could 
not extend beyond their Limits, nor be a 
Rule of Faith out of their Dioceſs : So that 
eithermevery particular Church is Infallible, 
within its own Precincts, or no particular 
Church is ſo, unleſs a ſpecial Deſignation and 
Appointment by Chriſt can be expreſly 

ſhown. for it; which has not yet been 


has Nor Thirdly, can the Church as 
taken for the Elac be Infullible, ſince there 
is NO Promiſe that they ſbou d, and it wou'd 
be of no Uſe if they were, for no Body can 
tell yho are the Elec, God alone who ſearches 
the Heart, can only diftinguiſhythe Hypo- 
crite from the Holy, and the Saint from the 
Stunner. | V 
$ 16. Nor Fourthly, can the Church as 
taken for the Chriſtian Religion anſwer our 
End, for that is Petitio Principii, the ve 
thing we are ſeeking for an Infallible Guide 
to direct us to: And if the Word Church 
ſhould in that Tiext, - Marth 16. 18. be ta- 
ken for the Society of Chriſtians, yet either 
that muſt Include al Chriſtians, and that is 
the Church Univerſal; or if it be reſtrain'd 
>. , OO — 
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Ly to an partichlen Communion is Teſtimony 
of its Aut infallibility. is partial and of 10 


effect, for that is alſo pętitia principis : When 


We are ſeeking for a Rale to direct us, What 


ge ee, Communiom to adhere unto. 

9 17. So that we are left to the Church 
in the laſt Senſe, as it is Catholick and Uni. 
verſal, and Comprends all the Chriſtians 

And 

there be any gfallt! in the Ch th, W 
muſt expect to find it There; for that is 
in — the One holy Catholick and Apoſto- 


lick Church mentioned i in the Creed: And it 


may be convenient for our clearer Infot. 
mation, firſt to ſhew in what reſpect thoſe 
Epithets are Attributed ta the Church, and 
then to ſhew That {he is not Infallible. «... 0214 

9 18. And firſt, It muſt be obſerved, 
That all theſe Qualities: relate to the N 


verſal Church, in cont radiſtinction to parti 


cular Churches, which cannot in reaſon. be 


ſupposꝰd to be Regarded in the Univerſal 


Creed, any otherwiſe than as Members of 


the Univerſal Church, and comprehended 


therein : And this will plainly appear, if 


we conſider how theſe Qualities are a applied 


to the Univer ſal Church. 

19. For the Church is Oe, not in re ſpe 
of any Thing Extrinſical or Accideatal, 4s 
Time, Place, Rites, Ceremonies, or any Our. 


ward Form, or Unneceſſary Terms of Can. 


muniom 


11 pf, 
oil 
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union: For as theſe Things are in their 
own Nature variable, So Men are left to 
their Chriſtian Libergj, until Order be taken 
therein, by their Lawful Superiors, for 
 Decency and Edification ; Chriſtians Were not 
all in being much leſs converted at the 
ſame Time, Chriſtianity ſpread hy degrees, 
and was not appropriated (as Judaiſime 
was) tga certain Place; Nor area Churches 
obligd to the ſame Rites and Ceremonies, 
except ſuch as are preſeribed in Scripture: 
Every Church had formerly a particular Ri- 
tual, and ſeveral Churches practiſed Cere- 
monies different from the Roman; The 
Muſarabick Uſe of celebrating Maſs (till 
of late) was pra&tiſed every Sunday at To. 
ledo, and the Church of Milan had an Uſe 
of her own, which varied from tlie Roman, 
in very important Things. The: Primitive « 
Chriſtians doubtleſs performed their Divine 
Service in their Mother Tongue, and as Origen orig. cot. 
ſays, every one prayed to God, and pratſed %%. 
Him, in their om Diale, but the : 
Churches in Communion with Rowe by X 
degrees followed her Example, and per- 
formed their Devotions in Latin, and even 
in the Roman Communion they uſed diffe- 
rent Liturgies; Home Adminiſtred Secun- 
dum uſum Sarum, and others Secundum u-. 
ſum Romanum, Some Adminiſter'd Extream n 
Unition after the Gregorian, and ſome after 
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which few or none do now : And many 
more Inftances might be produced to ſhew, 


| Received the Sacrament leani 


(iss) 


the Ambroſian manner; But at . the 
very Roman Ritual was alter 


Ordo Romanus: 580 that to prefer the Mo 


n Roman Nutual is to condemn all An 
quity, ſay a Doctor of Sorbon. 

FS. 26. It is beyond D 
that diſtin& Churches varied in external 
. Matters that were not Eſſential, ut alſo 
that the very ſame Church differed from it 
ſelf in different times. At firſt Chriſtians 
or lyi fun 
down as at Supper, and pray Stand; 
but now generally do Both kneeling : 
firſt Baptiſm was by Immerſion, ard 
by Sprinkling At firſt the Romans Received 


the Sacrament i» Both kinds, according to 


ac s Inſtitution,” Afterwards it denie he 
oy to the Laity: At firſt many Chriſtians 
Abſtained — things ſtrangled and Blood, 


That the Unity of the Church is not oe an) 
thing external or accidental. 

$21. It follows then, That the Eſſentia 
Unity of the Charch is Spiritual and In- 
trinſical, in Faith, Hope, and Charity; and 


by this Vnion, tho? many Members they 
make but one Body, 


1 Cor. 12. 12. John 
Io. 16. under one Head Chriſt Jeſus, Eph. 


I; 22. Cale" 1. 18. And by this Union the 
. Church 


d, as may ap. i 
pear, by comparing it with the Ancient 


iſpute, | wa 1 


1 N 7 * 
a k 
4 8 5 5 Þ ; 
w * 37 ' | 
8 ; 


Church is of one chm, — 1 ; Cor: 6. 17. 
And as external Marks of this Unity, 
they are all Initiated and brought in 
to the Church by one Baptiſm, and remain Cor .. 
in Catholick Commpunion, by pertaking 3 ne 
ſame Euchariſt. 
S 22. But thig Unity of Faith extends n no 
farther, than to Eſſe ential and Fundamental 
Articles, which indeed are few; and as 
St Trenæus ſays, are — in the Creed, l. . 4. 
and was in Subſtance the ſume from the Be- H 
ginning; for tho? Language and Expreſſi- 
ons may vary, and gven the Revelation it 
ſelf become _ to "5 s in Time, —_——_ 
be perfect in Glory, E 13. yet att. 
18 ow and, — 75 5 5 « viz. The 
g Chriſtian Faith, contain'd in th Apoitles 
d the MW Creed, And tho? Paraphraſes of * 
| Men may explain the Vets and help us 
to underſtand the Meaning, yet ghe whole 
World cannot make any Material Altera- 
tion of the Thing it ſelf, nor any Addition 
to it, without Inſpiration from the Almigh 
for that were #0 preach a New Goſpel, w 
| whoever doth,is accurſed. 
$ 23. And it is Faith in theſe. Ada 
tal Articles that creates the Unity, and deno- 
minates the Religion; 10 that all who believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt and him Crucified, and the 
neceſſary Conſequences thereof, are trul 
C us andof the C briſtian Religion, T 
; tho 
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tho * der, ok even Err i in other 
ters and Opinions, and as the. apiſts ah 
they. diſagree among Ihemſelves in very Ml 7 
Important Points, vis. The Immaculate — of 
cep of the, Bleſſed: Virgin, The Divin M Hu 
Right of Epiſcopacy, and even in Matters C2 
which they own are of Hit, As Eee wil < 
the Infallibilizy. of the. Pope, the- Fen $94 abt 
premacy abate Councils, &c. ) are all, of a C 
Religion : | $5. tho” Proteſtants and Fabi the 
_ diſagree about Indulgences, Purgatory, Innes, WM anc 
Tranſabſtantiation, '&Cc. Jet are they all if - 
the ſane hr iſſnan Religion, and Initiated I is « 
thereintò by the ſamè Baptiſm, and believe Ml der 
the ſame Micene Craed,, which was men Ch 
and owned Their Creed, E opening of TI 


the Council f Trent: S0 ch at nothin 2 
be more wrong than to ſay, that 05500. 
anus, who preſerve the Unity of the Faiti tio 
"Mt in Fundamentals, are of different Religions eve 
1 nor more abſurd, than to den a Fro. 4% 
4 teſtant where mas his Religion before — 4 
. for it Was every where, Where the funds. 
mental and eſſential Articles of th Creed 
were profeſſed ;+and- if one ſhould-thiok 
that Arius, Socinus, and ſuch other. Here 
ticks were excluded from the Pale of the 
Church, as held erronious Opinions about 
the Trinity, which is the main Axticle of 0 
RNeveveal'd Religion, yet that would not a- cot 
d Proteſtants, who a with all Outho | Chi 
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dex -Hciflians} andparcicularly' with the 
Church of Rome; as far as it is — 5 
2%. in all Fundamentals, and in all Creeds 
eſtabliſhed in the Churoh for the firſt Seven 
Hundred Vears, if ue to oy: time the 
Council f L wende en ; irq 

$ 24, Beſides, — is mocking more 
abſurd and Impoſſible, than that two 
Chriſt rans ſhould be of different Religions, 
tho they were of different Communions, 
and diſagreed in Points not Eſſential; for 
if it can be prowd, that the erring Party 
is of a diſftrent Religion, that is; that he 
denies tlie Goſpel os the undd emals of 
Chriſtianity; at the ſame time rie provide | 
That he is nog lian. 


85 28. Seco r Unity þ WG Church, 


is in the ſame Hope of 


Aﬀedtion, and Charity, for all ot | 
ſame Hape, and will neither — Thegs 

in chisMibrld, nor raſhly exelude them from 
Happineſs in the veat, cho They diſſent from 
Them in Ontward Commttion,” or in Articles 
not Eſſential, and tho They uſe other A 


guage, Rites, or ——— than ey og 4 | 


\'Thirc 7, ä The Unity of whe Cheb | 
ond in Charity, which is fo eſſential to 3 
N that tis impoſſible to be a good q 

C hri- 4 
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and Practice of their BleſſfSaviour. 
the r- der 49g 4 0 : T11TT 


(160). 


 Chxihiance without it, tho one a n to 
remove — yet without Chertty it 
would — * — nothing · Charity is "the 
| Bond of- Bs on; Cole Js — All the B. 
properly the Church, are of ove Heart and 
_ Mind, in the Practice of, chis Great Du- 

, and in following the charitable Example 
S heir Great M — Bleſfed Feſns : And 
therefore good Chriſtians tho they differ 
— natters, or are ne _ 


in the, Bond of Na Eph. 4. 316 
well knowing. Thay ſuch was the Temper 


$ 27. Theſe then are the Fe 


ral O 


is 10 to be — for 
has no Where promiſed, to preſerve the 
Church from Errors in Dactrine more than 
from — in. 8 People ma Err, 


ſtructiwe of — and thoſe Sin for 
are.repented- of, the Parties may be of the Mare 
Elect, and conſequently” Members of the the 
Charch, in the pureſt Senſe ': The Gates of r Co 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt the Church wit! 
to its is Delolderny) but the Church may ſuffer Aug, 

po” T emp- | 


. 


Temptation, and Perſecution, and be re- 
duc'd very Low, and no part of it is ſe- 
cure from Error any more than than the 
Seven Churches of Aſia, whoſe Candle- 
ſticks are removed: But there ſhall ſtill re- 
main ſome Chriſtiaus who will profeſs all 


veceſſary ſaving Traths, and preſerve the U- 


nity of the Church, in Faith, Hope, and Cha- 
rity. 1 95 5 

N $ 28. The ſecond Eſſential Quality of the 
Church, is Holineſs : And ſurely the Church 
of Chriſt may well be Termed Holy, as 
well in reſpect of the Purity of the Do- 
ctrine it profeſſes, as becauſe it is Separated, 
Devoted, and Conſecrated, to Goa, and in- 
deed This Attribute of Holy; is ſo Eſſen- 
tial to the Church, that properly and ſtriftly 


Healing, none but the Holy, the Elect, are 


embers of it; for as St. Ambroſe on the 
35th Pſalm obſerves, As the Godly are Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, ſo the Wicked are Members of 
the Devil; and therefore cannot be of the jon, 4 57. 
Glorious Church, They cannot be fitly joined 
to Chriſt, Eph. 4. 16. nor does Chriſt well 


in them, Eph. 3. 17. They are not of Chriſt, 


for they have not his Spirit, Rom. 8. 9. They 
are not united in the Spirit of God, as all 
the Members of the Church of Christ are, 
1 Cor. 12. On thecontrary, they are wnited : Joh. 3. x: 
with the Spirit of the Devil; and as St: 
Auguſtine obſerves, He cannot be part of 

M Chrift's 
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c. 32. 


For ever; And the Church is the Myſtical 
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Chriſt's Body, who is not tu remain with him 


Body of Chriſt; and therefore Reprobates | 
and wicked Perſons, tho? they are in the T 


external Communion of the Church, de qr. M or 
pore Eccleſiæ, as Bellarmine. phraſes it, yet th 


chey are not, de anima Eccleſia, nor proper. 


_ Chriſti non Appellatur : Impenitent Sinnen 


be Thar Holy Church; and it is yet more ab- 
ſurd to Imagine, that thoſe wicked Pope: 


qualified to be Members of it, within this 


Greeks themſelves put in. 


Dokut ion, which enjoyns Ignorance, and exer- 


ly Members of the Church, for the Wicked 
are not Chriſt's Sheep, Joh. 10. 26. And fo 
ſays St. Hierom, Qui peccator eſt, de Esccleſi 


are not properly Members of the Church, 
If this be ſo; ſurely it will be very unlike- 
ly, that any Church which promotes S4- 
perſtition, and practiſeth Idolatry, which} 
Countenances Rebellion, and permits Equi- 


ciſeth Cruelty, or by Diſpenſations and In. 
dulgences encourages Immorality, ſhould 


were Heads of the Church, who were not 
Eſſential Character of Holy. 
8 29. The Third Epithet of the Churc 
is Catholick, a Greek Word ſignifying the 


ſame as Univerſal, and added by the Greek OT | 
Church to the Creed, tho*: now the Papi Bel. 
would exclude Them out of the Church, by the 
that very Word in the Creed which the C#- 


$ 3 o. The 
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830. The word Catholict, or Vnivet ſal, ſeeſm 
to be uſed in Oppoſition to the Legal Sinn 
gularity of the Jewiſh Nation, and Imports 
That the Goſpel was not limited to the Jems Rom, 0 . 
only, but extended alſo to the Gentiles, to 
the Univerſe, to all Nations in the World; 
not that it Was a&ally preached to every 
body; but Salvation by Chriſt was offered 
to Al Mankind: So that neither Greek nor colo 3.11. 
| Barbarian, Bond nor Free, who believe the 

Goſpel, are excluded from tlie, Means of 
Grace, and the Hope of Glory; for Chriſt 
has Redeemed us out of every. Kindred and 
Jongue and People and Nation; Rev. 5: 9. So 
that in all Parts of the Univerſe; He that 
feareth God and worketh Righteouſneſs is ac- 
cepted with Chriſt, Acts 10. 35. And there- 
fore all Believers in Chriſt are actually Mem- 
bers of the Catholic Church, and even Un- 
believers are potentially ſo, that is, They 
may be of the Charch; whenever they do 
believes me e e n 
931. This Catholicł Church. compretiends | 
all the Believers in Chriſt, that were; are; 
| or ſhall be, from the beginning to the end 
of the World, whether now in Heaven, 
or hereafter to be there, The whole Family of 
Believers, Eph. 3. 15. and ſo it is meant ini 
the Creed, in the Article of . The Catholict 
Church, and in the Article of 'The Commu- 


nion of Saints. 


M 2 | y 32, And | 
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s 32. And as the Church extends to all WW . 
Perſons, ſo it does to all Places, ubigue diffuſe 
 fays Optatus l. 2. and St. Aug. in Pſal. 62. 
Not that there are actually Chriſtians in 
every Country or Nation, but that there 
may be: For our Bleſſed Saviour has 
excluded no Place, but has publiſhed the 

| Goſpel of Salvation for all the World, even 
to as many as believe, in every Place, Nati- 
on, or Country, of the whole Earth ; and 

| ſince Jeruſalem is not now the only Place 
where God will be Worſhipped, Joh. 4. 21. 
Certainly Men ought to Pray every where, 

r Tim. 2. 8. for Grace and Faith to become 
Members of Chriſt's Myſtical Body, which 
is, The One Holy Catholick and Apoitolid 


G „ 
$33. Nor is the Church leſs Carholick in 
reſpect of Time, for it was from the begin- 
ginning and ſhall be Perpetual, it is Inde- 

Feectille and ſhall ncyer fail; for the. Hoy 
 _ Ghoſt will be with it to the End of the World, 
that is, from the Promulgation of the Goſ- 

pel, there always hath been, and to the 
encd of the World there ſhall be, Chriſtiun 
Men profeſſing Jeſus Chriſt and him Cru- 
cified, and ſuch other Articles of the Chri 

ſtian Faith, as are Neceſſary to Salvation; 
And this Multitude of Believers in all 
Ages, is the Catholick Church, which isthere- M Pa 
fore Styled Catholick-or Univerſal, in Con- 
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A 
tradiſtinction to Particular Churches, all 
which it comprehends, and which are ex- | | 
trinfically Members of this Great Body. 
834. The Church therefore is juſtly StyPd 
Catholick. 1ſt. In reſpect of Perſons, for 
it comprehends every Body, that did, or 
will Believe. It is like a City, One Body 
Politick or Corporation united by Charter, 
tho? conſiſting of many. Gailds or Frater- 
nities and Indtvidaals, which it compre- 
hends: The City is the Gena, the Guilds 
and Fraternities are the Species, and the Peo- 
ple are the Individaats. In like manner, The 
Cetholick Church is the Genus, the Churches 
of Rome, Greece, England, &c. are the Spe- 
cies, and the People, or the ſeveral Con- 
gregations, are the Individuals : And from 
thence we may Reproach the Folly of 
thoſe who ask, Which is the Catholick Church? 
For it is as filly, as to ask, Which is the 
World? England or Italy ? For, ſince the 
Roman and Proteſtant Churches are but 
Parts of the Catholick Church, it is as abſurd 
o te BY to fay, That the Roman is the Catholick or 
tions WH Univerſal Church, as to ſay, That the Engliſh 
Cru- BW Sea is the whole Ocean. e | 
r. & 35 Secondly, The Church is Catholick 
tion; in reſpect of Place, not confined to the Ho- 
in al ly Land, but extended to all Parts of the 
here Earth where Chriſtianity is profeſſct. 


tra- . 836. Thirdly, 
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8 36. Thirdly, The Church is 'Catholick 
in reſpect of. Time, Chriſtianity was from 
the Beginning of the Goſpel, and will con- 


tinue to the Eud of the World ; for ſo God 


Almighty has promiſed, VPN 
Ronan 8 37. By what has been ſaid, it is plain, 
wien that the Church of Rome cannot without 
: cell exit aut Abſurdity be ſty led the Catholicł Church in 
Em Edel- any of theſe Reſpects: For Firſt, She does 

_ an Con. not Comprehend all- Perſons who believe in 
cilum a Chriſt, for there are many good Chriſtians, 
his Eccl.” EVEN of the Elect, which are not of her 
mers. Communion, as Greeks, Prote#ants, &c. 
And this plain Truth, Pope Innocent the 
Third is forced to confeſs, Dicitur (ſays he) 
Univerſalis Eccleſia, Que de Univerſis con 
ſtat Eccleſiis (Que de Graco vocabulo wocatur 
Catholica) & ſecundum hanc Acceptationem vo- 
cabuli, Eccleſia Romana non eſt univerſalis Ee- 
cleſia, ſed Pars Univerſalis Ecileſig. © — © 

90 38. Secondly, Nor does the Church of 
Rome comprehend all Places where Chri- 
ſtianity is profeſſed, and particularly not 
England, Sweden, Ethiopia and Greece, &c. 
166 5 Nor Thirdly is the Church of Rome Catho- 
c in reſpect of Tine, for there were Chri- 
1 ftian Churches before her, at Jeruſalem and 
Antioch, in Greece and other Places: So that 
there was a Time, when Chriſtianity was 
and ſhe. was not, and it may be ſo again, for 
| ſhe has no Certainty of enduring for 55 
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there is no ſuch Promiſe made to Her; 
on the contrary, She has changed both her 
Faith and Practice, and is Threatned with 
Deſtruction unleſs ſhe takes care, She will 
Proſper if She continues in the Gobdneſt of God, 
otherwiſe | WE ſball be cut off, Rom. II. 22. 
$ 39. But the Word Catholickin proceſs | 
1 of Time, was by the Fathers often uſed | 
does for the Word Orthodox, and is in that 
ve in Senſe frequently applied to Particular 
1ans, Charches that held the tree Faith without 
her Mixture of Fundamental Error, and is of- 

& c. ten uſed in Oppoſition to what was Hetro- 

the dox or Heretical. They are Catholicks ſays 
s he) the Law. of Theodoſius mh Adore the Tri- 
con- il nity with equal Honour, and they who think o- 
catur therwiſe are to be called Hereticks, Sozomen. 
2 %- l. 7. c. 4. And in this Senſe St. Aug. Epiſt. 
s Ec- 116. calls the Emperors Catholic, and Ep. 

5 152. he calls the Africans Catholicks (uon 
<h of WM ſolum Catholice Tranſmarine verum etiam Ca- 
:hri- rholicæ Africare) and in this Senſe, the Pa- 
not WW p:#s may pretend their Pope and themſelves 
&c. to be Catholicks, (as the Neſtorians called 
2 their Patriarch Catholick heretofore.) And 
hri- the Queſtion will be, Mhether they are Or- 
and thodox or no ? But it can be no Queſtion, 
that whether the Church of Rome, and all the. 

was Churches in Commuiriion with her, are 
for The whole Church; for it's manifeſt, That 
ver, teh are not, and that all of them together, 


P . 
M 
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Tan) 


are but a part of the whole ChriſtianChurck; ne 
and therefore, it is deteſtable Sophiſtry in no 
thoſe who uſe the Ward Cartholick promif. Ch 
cuouſly, and apply its different fignificari- 4 
ons in the ſame Sylogiſm, to deceive the WC 
norant and Unwary : For thus in no 
they Argue. ap! 

_ _ The Catholick (i. e. Univerſal ) Chir tic 
is the Rule of Faith. Ru 
The Roman Church is the Catholick (1. e. 6 
Orthodox) Charch. _ the 

| Therefore the Roman C jure is the Rale U; po 
Faith. | pre 
$ 40. Which that I may explain to the || Pr 
Vulgar, I will put into common Terms, lie 
and then they will perceive the are Fal. ( 
lacy of the Argument, viz. att 
4 Pound « Twenty Shillings. 5 ſto 
Bat 16 Ounces of Lead is a Pound. mẽ 
"Therefore 16 Ounces of Lead is Twenty Shit. * 
lings. the 

| And as here the Fallacy lies in the IM the 
_ equivocal uſe of the Word Pound, ſo there Ti 
it lies in the double Aeon of the word | the 
' Catholick.. or 
$ 41. Nor will it help them to ſay, That Ss 

as Gop is Dominns Univerſalis, becauſe he Bu 
is Lord and Governor of the Univerſe; ſo all 
the Charch of Rome may be called Cabot 
or Univerſal, becauſe ſhe is Mother and Mi. Ch 


ſireſs of al Churches and ſovereign * 


(x69). 


neſs of the whole Church, x. OT is 
not true; for Jeruſalem is The Mother of all 
G and if it were true, yet her parti- 


- al Title to that 1 —— = 


would not juſtifie her uſing it in al ſe 
nor Intitle her ſeparately to any Qual 
appropriated to the whole Church, and par- 
ticularly not to be Ifallible, or to be 7 the 
Rule of Faith, 
$ 42. But to Prooecd, The ® 0 B pi- 
thet of the Chutch is Apoſtolick, which — | 
ports, That the Charch ſhould hold and 
profeſs the ſame Faith which the Apoſtles 
— and the Primitive Chriſtians be- 
lieved; 80 that the Doctrine of the Apoſtles 


(which i is fummarily couched in the Creed 


attributed to Them) ſhould be the Touch- 
ſtone. of Chriſtian Religion, and the certain 


mark of the Trae Church for ever. 


0 43. And thus one may perceive, That 
the Oue Holy Catholicł and Apoſtolick Church in 
the Creed, bs not any Particular Church; As 
The Eaſtern Church, or the Weſtern Church, 
the Church of Grebe, the Church of Rome, 


| or the Church of England, how large or nu- 
| merous ſoever their Communion may | 
But the Univerſal Church, which conſiſts of 


be; 


all the Charches, and all the Chriſtians in the 
World, For all theſe Qualities of Chri#'s 
C barb are preſcribed to the whole Church. 


It 1 is not _ 1 . * that is enjoyned 
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to be One; for tis ſo in its own Nature al- 
ready, but it is The Univerſal Church, that is, Mitr: 
A LL the Churches in the World, that are to 
be One, in Faith in Chriſt, in Hope of Salva. 
tion, and in Charity towards one another, 
and ſo become one Body under Chriſt its 
Head, fo neither is it any one Church that is 
to be Hoh, but the duty of Holineſs (which 
is the Deſign of Chriſtianity) is enjoyned to 
the whole Church, to every Church, to al 
Churches: So that all Chriſtians ought to 
be Holy as Chriſt is Holy, 1 Pet. 1. 16. and 
accordingly it is the Univerſal Church that 
is ſtiled Hoh in the Creed. In like man- 
ner no particular Church can be ſtiled 
Catholick or Univerſal, for that would be a 
contradiction in Terms, and therefore that 
Epithet muſt of neceſſity belong to the 
whole Church, ſinoe the Words Catholick and 
Dyiverſal are but different Expreſſions for 
the ſame Thing. And laſtly, The Word 
Apoſtolick cannot relate toa Particular Char, 
for tho? the Apoſtles founded ſeveral 
Churches, which are Members of the Catho- 
lick Church, Vet ſince the Doctrine of the 
Apoſtles was publiſhed to direct the whole 
Church, of which Chrift is the Principal, 
and They the Secondary Foundation, It can- 
not be conceived, but that in a Creed com- 
poſed for Al Chriſtians, The Univerſal 
Church muſt neceſſarily be meant. 
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te al. 6 44. So that it is plain even to Demon- 
nat is, ſtration, that if any Church can be the Rule 


ate to f Faith, it muſt be, The Church Univerſal, 
Salva. for no Particular Church can pretend to In- 
other, Mf1ibility, or even to Indefectibilih, at leaſt 
t its there is no ground for ſuch pretence, Par- 
hatis Nficular Churches may indeed oblige their 


"which Members to ſuch Ries, Ceremonies, and Diſ- 
ed to Mci71ize, as are not ſinful : And one ought to 
o all Nyield a modeſt and peaceable Submiſſion to 
ht to their Doctrine too, until one perceives it to 
and be Exronious or Miſtaken, but no farther, 
that for their Authority is not abſolute; And 
man- ſince they are fallible Themſelves, They 
ſtiled N cannot be a Raule of Faith to others, Nor is 
| be a Reaſon to be blindly Reſigned, but every 
> that Man has a Right to Examine, and tis his 
the Dy to do ſo, and to Reject what he finds 
and Mamilſs, And this appears by the caſe of the 
is for Sanbedrin, who ſat in Moſes Seat, and had 
Word great Authority, and yet were the Jews con- 
urch demned who Obeyed Them, becauſe it was 
veral Nin a Matter manifeſtly wrong, and ſo Appear 
"ith. ing to their own Reaſon, in putting the In- 
* the I 70cent Jeſus to Death, who according to 
whole Moſes and the Prophets was Their Meſſiah. 
ipal, $ 45. By what has been ſaid, it ſeems to 
can- me clear, That no other Church but the 
com- ¶ Cniverſal Church, can have any Pretence to 
verſal be the Rule of Faith; nor even the Univerſal - 
Church, without theſe two Qualities. iſt. 
e | 1 | Of 


* 15 - , 
N 
inn 
nt 


ble to meet to chooſe Depaties, than it is to 


from the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt: 
And without TIfallibility there can be no 
give the Rule: The whole Church cannot do 


of it Appointed by Gop that can. And ſo 
we come to the main Queſtion. 2 


Cr 
Of being Alle to give the Rule; And, adh. 
Of being Ixfalible in giving it. 
9 46. As wor — The _ Uni. 
verſal, being the diffaſive Body of Chriſtians 
ſcattered throughout the World, It Ein 
poſſible they ſhould veer, to Agree in am 
Raule of Faith, or to Declare it, We m 
then have recourſe, to Repreſentatives; but 
alas! The Univerſal Church is no more capa - 


mate Decrees : Nor can uy Repreſentation 
be Authentick, unleſs God Almighty had 
Preſcribed and Appointed it, for he wil 
not Inſpire whom we pleaſe, but whom 
pleaſes ; and there can be no Infallibiliry but 


Rule of Faith. So that the Univerſal Church 
fails in this firſt quality; for it i not Able to 


it, and there is no Part or Repreſentative 


Of the Infullibility of the Church. 


§ 47. To clear this Important Point Me- 
thodically, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew. 1. 
That it is highly Improbable that the Charch 
ſhould be Izfallible. And, 2dly. That it is 
utterly Impoſſible it Thould be Infallible, - 
cm: : eſs 
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leſs every Member of it were inſpir'd. 
$ 48. To do this, We muſt 1ſt. diſ-en- 
tangle our Selves from Equivocal Terms, 
and gs carefully, between the + 
Words Indefeftible and Infalbble, for tho? 
they ſound ſomething like, yet they ace 
as different, as General and Particular, All. 
and Some: For to render the Catholick 
Church I»fallible, All muſt agree, elſe we 
are at a Loſs to know, which of the diſagree- 
ing parts is Infallible, But to render the 
Catholick Church Iadefectible, tis enough, 
if but a PART, even a ſmall part of it, 
continues in the profeſſion of the Neceſſary. 
and Fundamental Articles of Chriſtianity, , 
which was the Caſe at Our Saviour Paſſion, 
when Hes Diſciples Fi or ſook him, ſo that Pa- 
normitan, Clem | 
Qors, are of Opinion, That the Church then 
remained only in the Bleſſed Virgin, as it did 


| afterwards in Athanaſius, Hillary, and a very 


few more, as ſeveral learned Men have 


Imagined. . 
949. It is Agreed, That the keg 67 
7 ; 


| Church is Indefectible; it ſhall never rota 


fail, Chriſtianity ſhall never be wholly extin- 
guiſh'd ; but it may be Eclips'd, Obſcar'd, 


and Reduc'd very low, as it was in the Days 


of Arianiſm, in the times of the Ten- Perſe- 
cutious, and was or will be in the Reign of 
Antichriſt. Many Parts of the Church (and 
| „„ per- 


, and other Popiſh Do- 
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perhaps the whole) may. be Infeſted with 
groſs Errors, as the Corinthians Were in re- 
ference to the Reſurrection, and the Galati. 
ans, concerning the Moſaical Lam, and ag 
moſt of the Fathers were, in reſpect to the 
Millenary Opinion; and ſome of them in re: 
ference to greater Hereſies; and as the 
Roman Church was for many Years, in not 
owning the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, and in gi- 
ving the Euchariſt to Infants, and as it ſtill is, 
in the additional 2 1 ee 
Purgatory, Image-Worſhip, Tranſubſtantiation 
Kee 758 — 2 mes D 5 promi. 
ſed to protect the Church from the World; 
1 Joh. 5. 4. Mat. 24. 24. the Fleſh, 1 Joh, 
3. 9. and the Devil, Heb, 2. 14. Let 
theſe promiſes Relate to its utter Ex. 
tirpation and Extinguiſhment only; but do 
not hinder, but That the Church may be ex. 
poſed to great Tryals, Temptations, and Miſ- 
fortunes It may be perſecuted by the 
World, corrupted by the Heh, and tempted 
by the Devil, to that degree, that whole 
Churches and Nations may Apoſtatize, and 
fall away entirely from the Faith: How- 
ever the Univerſal Church ſhall not be de. 
ſtroyed, the Gates of Hell ſhall not ſo far pre- 
vail againſk it, Matth. 16. 18. On the con- 
trary, its Bleſſed Saviour will be with the 
ſmall Remnant that remains in the Faith 
to the End of the World, Mattl. 28. 20. nl 
8 1 „ 


an} - 
Guide them (his Church) into all (Neceſſary) 
| Trath, Joh. 16. 13. and ſend the Spirit of 
Truth to remain with them (his Church) 
for ever, So that whatever. Calamities 
the Chriſtian Church may ſuffer, it ſhall 
never be wholly deftroyed,, there will ſtill 
be a Remnant in all Ages, (tho? perhaps 
a ſmall one, and obſcure) who will pro- 
feſs the Goſpel of Chriſt to Salvation, ac- 
cording to the Election of Grace; and 
which however ſcattered, or concealed, are 
truly call'd The Church, 2 Theſ. 2. 3. Rom. 


$ 50. If it be objected, That the: Church has 
failed, unleſs it can be ſhewn, that there 
has been always a Viſible Church, wherein 
there has been a Succeſſion of Biſhops, and 
the due Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
without diſputing whether that Hi#orical 
matter be zeceſſary, It may be anſwre'd, 
That the Greet church has been always as 
viſible as the Roman, and its Succeſſion of 
Biſhops leſs interrupted by Schiſme or Incapa- 
| city; and that even the Church of Rome, 
| whilſt it owns Jeſus Chris, and believes 
the Scripture, is ſufficient to. preſerve the. 
Chriſtian church from extinguiſhment, not- 
withſtanding her manifold Errors and Super- 
ſtitions, and even her Idolatry ;, for as That | 
Sin did not extinguiſh the Jewiſh Church, ſo 
neither do's it the Chriſtian, altho? it dan- 
gerouſly corrupts it. d 51. And 
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„ 651. And the Proteſtant Religion is no 
os than a 2 thoſe Cor. wy 
ruptions and a Reinfranchiſment of our 
ſelves, It retains the Old Creeds, and the 
Old Chriſtianity, and all the Bſſential, of 
Religion in common with other Chriſtias 
Churches; but it rejects all the New Articles 
of Superitition, Error, and Idolatry, Im. 
[Þ 1 the Church by the Additional 0 
rent Creed of Pope Pius 4. It ſeparates I /:4 
the Weeds which have grown up with the li 
Corn: It cures a loathſome Diſeaſe which a ¶ de 
healthy Man had contracted : And as it 
would be fooliſh to demand, Where was th: 
| Corn before it was weeded, or, Where was the 
Man before he was cured? ſo it is ridiculous 
to ask, Where was the Proteſtant Religion be. 
fore Luther? for it was at Rome, and at 
Conſtantinople, before theſe Innovations, nay, 
Tt is ſtill there, for they are all Chriſtians, 
and of the ſame Chriſtian Church, and their 
Errors do not uncharch them; and conſequent- 
1 ly not make them of a different Religion; and 
ü they are not of the fame Communion, 
it is not neceſſary they ſhou'd, and the fault 
of the Schiſme will depend, upon tlie Veri. 
ty and 3 of the New Pepiſh Articles, 
and the Authority of the Church of Rome 


toImpoſe Them: 


$ 52 This 
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0 53. This being premiſed, That we 
may not be Impos'd upon, by confounding 
the Terms, or by. Sophiftical Application 
of the Texts, which promiſe the Indefecti- 
bility or perperual duration of the Church, 
to prove the Infallibility of it; One may 
boldly ſay, That it is highly - Improbable, 
That the Church ſhoald be Infallible. 
$ 54. Firſt, becauſe it is no where promi. 
ates % in Scripture, that the Church ſbau'd be In- 
h the Wl Fallible, which wou'd certainly have been 
uch a done, and done plainly and expreſly, if God: 
as it Wl Almighty had intended That it ſhow'd be 
as the our Rule of Faith. W : „ N F 
4s the $ 55. Secondly, - Becauſe that Quality of 
ulous WW 1-fallibility in the Univerſal Church cowd be 
on be- 7 no manner of uſe, for it cou'd never be 
nd at ¶ exerciſed; for as has been ſaid, The whole 
, nay, ¶ Church cou'd never meet, to make a De- 
tians, ¶ cree, or to chooſe Repreſentarives, or to 
their make their Sentiments known in any 
uent- Thing: Beſides, either A of them muſt 
and ¶ agree or not, If All are Agreed, there is 
nion, no need nor uſe of a Decree, If Al do not 
fault Agree, but Arius, or Liberius, or Luther, 
Veri- Diſſent, They have no more Authority to 
icles, N call Him Heretick, than he has to call Them 
Lome Wo; for it does not go by telling of Noſes, 
N and the Promiſe (it any) not being to any: + 


Ju but to the whole, Number can make no 
This difference in the Merit of the Cauſe, elſe 
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| the Arians Had carried it lo ago: When r 
| They were ſo Numerows, and the Orthodox ſo i 
fem, that St. Fierome complain'd That the 
wbole World mas Arian. © 05 
56. Thirdly, This Priviledge of Ifal- 
libility in the Church could be of no uſe to 
Chriſtians, unleſs it cou'd appear clearer to 
Them than the Points in Diſpute, that are 
to be decided by her Authority. For Exam- 
ple, If the Infalibiliry of the Church ſhou'd 
govern me to believe Tranſabſtantiation, Is 
it not neceſſary, That the ev:dence of that 
Infallibility ſhould be more clear or more 
N weighty than the Objections againſt Tran. 
ſubſtantiation ? Elſe, If I act as a Rational 
Creature, I mult reject the Pretence of Infal- 
libility, which is Obſcure and doubtful, and 
own the Abſurdity of Tranſubſtantiation, 
- becaufe its: Evident? ꝓ 
9 57. Fourthly, the Infallibility of the 47 
Church can be of no uſe, unleſs we knew 
where to fix it and find it, that we might 
have recourſe to it upon Occaſion; for all 
the Arguments drawn from the Goodzeſs f 
© Gov, in giving us a Living Infallible L th 
are overturned, and of no effect, unleſs it it, 
be plainly Revealed to us, Who that Infalli- as 
ble Judge is, and where he is to be found, and 
- that he be always extant, that we. may con- th, 
ſult him in caſes-of difficulty, for manifelt- ¶ tre 
ly it is ao fav our to us, nor of am He to us, N, 
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. 
That ſuch an Authority is appointed, unleſs 

we are alſo Inſtrutted, where it reſides, and 
where to find it; and if it be in any parts- 
cular Church or Office, *tis neceſſary diſcover 
that Church, and fo to deſcribe the proper Of- 
 ficer, that in caſes of Schiſm, we may be 
plainly directed to whom to adhere, other- 
wiſe Mankind can receive no benefit by itz 
but will ( as they now do) eternally wran- 
gle, as much about the Seat of Infallibility; 
and the proper Judge, as they do. about the 
other Points in Controverſy : So that in- 


ſtead of deciding any Diſpute; It only adds 1 


one diſputable Point more to the number. 
90 358. It is exceeding Plain, that this 
pretended Infallibility was never exercisd 
ſince the Apoſtles Days, for if it were, we 
{hould hear by whom, and that would have 
fixed it ſo, That both the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans would have had Recourſe to it; to Re- 
concile their differences, and the Preſent 

e would know where to find it: But tis 
ſo far from That, that the Papiſts:them- 
| ſelves are Bewildred in their Search after 
the Infallibility, and contend fiercely about 
it, being Divided into Three ſeveral Opinions, 


.aS — 2 hereafter: i 38 
9 59. Fi hly, The Infallibilit of the Ca- 
tholick Church is deemed wir Improbable; 
from the Ignoraner and Infirmity of Humane 
Natare even. after Converſion; for the 
Tous \ 2 Church, 
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9. and as the Pſalmiſt ſays, We have all Er. 


Rome 16.17. 


* 


Rom. 11. 22. She has been vexed with 


rors, Pfal. 19. 3. And ſure we. cannot 


pretend to Jafallibility but by pra 


and can as little pretend to | Inſpiration, 
without ſhewing ſuch Effects of it, as may 


Convince the World, That we are inſpired. 


 $ 60. Sixthly, If the Univerſal Church 
were Infallible, There could be no Apoſtacy 
amongſt Chriſtians, but whole Churches have 
Apoſtatiz d, and even the Church of Rome 
may do ſo, for ſhe is not Threatned in vain, 


many Schiſms already, and is much Abuſed, 


if ſhe be not Infected with Hereſy and Idola- 


9 61. Laſtly, Experience in all Ages 


may convince Us, That all forts of Men have 


Erred, and ſome of them groſly. Our fir 


Exod. 32. 4. Parents erred in Paradice: Aaron and the 


Iſraelites erred to Idolatry. The Judges 


Judg. 2s 


1 King. 22 6. 


Jer. 23. 11. 


Hoſea. 6. 9. 
1 King. 2t. 
i EB 

Mat. 26. 65. 


and ſo did both the Prieſts and People: even 


err'd: and fo did the Kings, viz. David, 


Solomon, &c. The Prophets likewiſe err'd: 


The whole Colledge, Joh. 11. 53. The Sanhe- 
drin who fat in Moſes Seat: And ſo did St. 


Peter err in denying his Saviour, and when 


St. Paul withſtood him to the Face, Gal. 2. 
11. The Patriarchs err'd when at the ſame 
time all the five were Arians, viz. Liberins 


Biſhop 


Chinch Milttant is not perfect, and as the A. 
poſtle ſays, We know but. in part, 1 Cor. 13. 
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George Biſhop of Alexandria, Miletius Biſhop 


of Antioch, ad. . . Biſhop of Con- 
ſtantinople? and ſo have the Fathers, Popes 


and Councils very often Erred, as ſhall be 


ſhewn hereafter: All which Inſtances ren. 


der it ver Improbable, That the Church 


ſhould be Infallible, So that no body ſhould 
ſay, it is, unlefs he could produce clear 


Evidence to prove it; and that is incumbent 


| Biſhop of Rome, Cyril Biſhop of 2 Bibop | F 


upon the Papiſts to do, for the proof lies up- 


on them who aſſert the Thing. 


$62. But alas, how will the: prove- it, : 


or what do they know of the matter: 


there: But alas! it is very plain, That it is 


not there, and that Izfallibilzty would be 
an uſeleſs Quality in the Church diffuſive, for 
all could never meet, and leſs than All. 
Would not be the whole Church; and there- 
fore could not have that Priviledge. 


9864. The Second Opinion, which is Jeſui- 


tical, and the worſt of all is, That the In- 
Fallibility reſides in the Pope. And how ground 


teſs ſoever this may be, yet. it ſeems to 
me, that one cannot be a Papiſt upon am 


8 


| other 


When (as I faid before) The Church of Rome 
is divided into Three Opinions about it. 
$63. The firſt and faireft Opinion places 
the Infallibility ia the Church diffuſive ; which 
is truly the Univerſal Charch; and if Infal= 
libility were in the Church, it would be 
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oaher Principle: For unleſs the Suprerpa 
and Infallibility go together, That Communi- 
on will be very dangerous; And it is mani- 
feſt Prevarication, to Inſiſt upon St. Peters 
Prerogatives and Intitle the P ope to Them, 
as his Succeſſor, ſo as to make the Pope Vi. 
car f Chrift, Head of the Chunb, Center of 

Unity, and Fudge of Controverſies, and then 

ſtrip him of the proper Quality to diſcharge 

thoſe Functions; for if he be not Infallibli, 

he may Err, and may lead the whole 
Church aſtray. And if the Pope be not 
Tzfallible , the Church of Rome cannot be 

Iufallible, becaufe ſhe has no pretence to it, 

but upon the Pope's account, and as he is 
ſuppos'd the Succeſſor of St. Peter; fo that 

the Opinion of the Popes Infallibility, at firſt 

ſight ſeems. moſt plauſible, and would cer. 

tainly prevail, but that it unluckily happens 

to have Demonſtration againſt it. 
0 65. For the Errors of Popes are In- 

numerable, not only in Faith, but in Man- 

ners; ſome of them have been The Wickedeft 

Creatures upon Earth, and one muſt have a 

ſtrong Fanuc to imagine, That the Holy Je. 

ſus did Appoint ſuch for his Vicars and He- 

-puties to Guide his Church, without con- 

troul, and without Appeal; But at this 

time, we are concern'd only as to Doctrine. 
wherein St. Cyprian thought, that the P, n 
might be miſtaken : Our Brother Senne 


— 
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(989). 


(ſays he ) a to maintain the cadſe . 
Hereticks againſi Chriſtians and the Churah 
of Gop; which An. what Opinion he had 


| 7 the matter ; ; and tho? it ſeems that they 


were both in the wong, about Re- bapri- 


ration, and that the Right lay between the b 


ertreams, yet that do's. but confirm my 
Aſſertion, That both Popes and Fathers were 
Fallible. 2 

- $ 66. In like manner St. Freneus differd 
from Pope Victor, who had-rafhly Excom- 
municated The ern Churches, for not 
Celebrating Eaſter at his Time, SoSt.Polyca 
diſſented from Pope Eleutherius, as St. ler 


and Athanaſins did from Pope Liberias, and 


The African Ihyrianand Dalmatian Churches 
renounced Communion with Pope Vigilius, 


for condemning the Tria Capitula, which 
were Nonſexce, or downright Madneſs, if 


thoſe Holy Fathers had thought The Pope In- 


| fallible, or The Roman Communion to be neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation. 


$ 67. But this Point will not bear a Di- 
n for the Errors of Popes have manifeſt- 


Z 0 appeared, not only in their Private Con- 
u 


Fbut alſo in their Judicial Decrees, Teach - 
ing the Church ex Cathedra: For as Occham 


confeſſes, Multæ ſunt decretales Hereticæ; and 
— a Caſtro owns, That Celeſtin errd, 


not as * vate Seren but as a Pope, 


N 46 5 68, Cer- 


1 


868. Certainly Liberins err d as a Pope 1 Ii 


and. 1 of the Orthodox and Ho. 


264+ 


ly Athanaſius, and in holding Communion 


Hill in ag. With the Eaſtern Arians (cum Orientalibns) 


426. 


for. which St. Hillary declares that _ 
"Gree and — — bog 
69. So did Pope Siricius and dee 
1. in applying, 1 Pet. 1. 16. and Rom. 8. 
8. to the Prohibition, of the Marrigge of the 


| Alg 20. 


8. 70. So « did Pope 1 Was when Teach. 


ing the Church, in matters of Faith, he con. 


tradicted himſelf, iii the Caſe of the Tria 
Capitula. For firſt he Condemned, and after- 


wards Approved, of the Fifth General Cour. 


"7; ET. 


§ 71. And ſo did Pope Honorius err, 


for he was a Monothelite, and as ſuch con- 


demned by Pope Agatho, and is declared 
an Heretick by the Sixth, Seventh and Eighth 
General Councils, which no Sophiſtry is art- 


ful enough to clear him aß ſays Cardinal 
Camus. 


9 72. And ſo did Pope Stephen, inge 
lemniy condemning the Acts of his Prede- 
ceſſor For moſus; for Pope Romanus Abroga- 


ted his, and John 10. revived the Acts of 


Formoſus, but Pope Sergius acted quite con- 


trary, even to the Reordination of thoſe 


Ordained by Formoſus, and this is The Stea- 


TY ad Tofallibiltty of the Popes 0 1 
„ 
* : 


(183) 


In like manner Pope Martin v. | 
Lo a Bull againſt Appeals to a Gent. 
ral Council, (which by the by, is 4 denial 


of Juſtice) and yet he confirmed: the Coun- 


cil of Conſtance, which (by ſubjecting Popes 
to Councils) is Inconſiſtent dich that Bull. 

8 74. So did Pope Gelaſus forbid Commu- — as 
nion in one kind as a Sacriledge, and yet it is 
(ſince the Council of Conſtance) the com- 


mon practice of the Church of Rome, and 


an eſta bliſned Article in the ( mo of Trent: . 
And ſo did Pope Pelagious H. and Gregory wr 
the iſt deolaith againſt the Supremacy, and z. 
condemned the Title 'of Univerſal Bibop as 
Arrogant and Anti-chriftian, tho it be now 
The main and fundamental Article of Popery. 

$ 75. And ſurely One of the Popes err'd e. 
gregiouſly , when Sixtus V. in Cathedra, 
damned. all other Copies or Tranſlations 
of the Bible that differ d from his, and aft 
wards Clement VIII. put out a very eren) 
Edition, and Damns all Thoſe who uſe 
any other, So that Poore Catholicks are under 
a Sad Dilemma , „of being damn'd either 
way, unleſs Popes: may Err even when 
They are Teaching The Church ex Cathedra. 

$ 76. But it ſeems to me, that the moſt 
dangerous Error of Popes is, when they 
miſtake in Cannonizing Saints; For the 
Saints are an Obje& of Worſhip and De- 


votion in the Church of Rong, And yet i 
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is very plain, that ſome Turbelent Traytors © wer 
have been Sainted, for ſiding with the Py 
_ againſt their own Prince and Conntry, and 
.{ and ſome for Crimes more Wicked and A. 
; bominable, and that, Ozhers are Worſhiped 
that are but Mock-Saints, and were never 
nin the World at all: As St. Longi 
St. Amphiabalus, St. Chri ſtopher, St. 
and her Eleven Thouſand Virgins, the 
Seven Sleepers, the Three Rings of Cologye, 
St. Mauritius, The Thebean Legion, and 
many more. i 
$ 77. But I need not labour to prove, 
That Popes may Err, becauſe the viſeſt Pa. 
piſts do not deny, hut that the Pope maybe 
4. Heyetick, and may be depos d, as in FaQt 
ſome of them were, and with very ſcan- 
dalous Circumſtances too, For the Conncil 
o Conſtance Depos'd John 23. for'a vaſt 
Number of Crimes which were Notorious 
or Prov'd by Witneſſes, and ſubmitted to 
by himſelf, as Lewdneſs, Simony, Inceſt, A. 
5 aultery, Poyſoning his Predeceſſor, and a Thou- Inſti: 
ſand and a Thouſand cheats, ſaysa Doctor ib. 
„afin 1g. Of the * Sorbon. And in like manner, Trad. 
Frag. The Council of Baſil depoſed pg the Coun. 
28. 17, Sa . 3 n ee the that 
1h. as one giving open Scandal to the 
ea. whole Church, moni acal, Perjur' d, Incorrigi. fanc) 
_— ble, Schiſmatical, Heretical, and unworthy of It a | 
1 all Title Degree of Honour and Dignity : 4 val 
And if it be Replyed, That theſe Popes Biſhc 
* | R . wan 
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roſy, We need go no farther, . even for In- 


was a Perjur'd Arian, and John the 22d, 
who denyed the Immortality of the Soul; 


other Popes, who were meer Atheiſts, and 
did not. believe. one word of the Goſpel at 
all: So that it is evident beyond contra- 
diction, that the Infallibility do's not Reſide 
in the Pope. © J 
5 78. And ſo We are come to the Third 
and moſt politick Opinion, which places the 
Infallibility in the Church Repreſentative, viz. 


and Gentiles had their Councils, Sanhedrims, 
Senates, and Parliaments, before Chriſtianity) 
the Papiſts are perplexed in every point of 
this Abſurdity, for (not being of Divine 


fallibility by Scripture, and much leſs by 
Tradition, LD / 
Council for the fir Three hundred years : So 
that it ſeems an unaccountable Whim, to 


at a loſs, Who ſhould call it, for it would be 


Biſhops could not meet without the conſent 
a | | ” Ip 


wc and to Leo the roth, and that Monſter of 
„Mankind Alexander the 6th, and ſeveral 


A General Council, but that being a matter 
Pure of Human Invent ion, (for both Jews 


Inſtitution) *tis impoſſible to prove its Ia. 


e, there was u0 General 


fancy that it is Infallible. They are alſo 


2 vain Prerogative in the Pope, fince the 
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were rather uiley of Immorality than He- | 


ſtances of that fort, then to Pope Marcellinus 
who Sacrificed to Idols, and St. Felix who 
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of their reſpective Princes; and therefore 


there was no General Council until the Em. 
peror became Chriſtian; and the Emperors 
(and not the Popes) Indicted the firſt Eight 
General Councils. They alſo wrangle, who 
ſhall Vote in it; for it ſeems very unreaſons- 
ble, and contrary to Primitive practice, 
That Prieſts and Elders ſhould be excluded, 
and Abbots and Cardinals (tho? but Deacons 
admitted. But the greateſt difficulty > 
all, ariſes from the plain conſequence of. 
Council being above the Pope, if the Council 
be a Repreſentive of the Catholick Charh, 
And ſo it was Decreed and practiſed in the 
Councils of Conſtance and Baſle, even to 
the depoſing of Popes : But this would be 
fatal to the Papal Spremacy; and therefore 


they falve it as well as they can, by making 


the Pope an Eſſential part of the ' Council, 
and placing the Infallib:l;ty in Pope and Coun- 
cil, without any Warrant or Authority. 
trom Chriſt ſo to do, .By which Artifice, 
they put the greater Difficulty upon their 
Adwverſaries to ſhew, that Popes and Countils 
have Erred together, and in effect, do eſtabliſh 
the Infallibility in the Pope. -.. 
8 79. For the Council have done their 
work when they have made their Decyees, 
and either the Holy Gho#t did Aſſiſt them, 
or he did not; If he did, then are They 
Judges, and the Decree is Right? with. 
* 8 out 
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out farther Sanction, and as it cannot be 
Reverſed or Avoided, So neither! can it be 
made better, and therefore needs no Con- 
frmat ion: And if the Holy Ghoſt did not 
Aſſiſt them, they are but hkea Grand- Jury, 
and their Preſentment may be confirmed 
or rejected by ris Fares and if confirmed, 
may be of ſome Authority), but never of ,, 
any Infallibility; And if the confirmation 
could produce Ixfallibility, *tis plain that 
the Infallibility muſt Reſide in the Pope, and 
not in the Council. ** 
So. But really they do but banter, if 
they pretend that the Council has anyex- 
traordinary Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſince the Popes confirm ſome, and Reprobate 
other Acts of The ſame Council, as if they 
were aſliſted half way; and then forſaken, 
hich tho' horrid to Imagine, is not only 
the conſequence of that practice, but alſo 
infers thus much farther, That the Inſpira- 
tion and Infallibility reſides in the Pope, who galt de 
is thereby enabled to diſcern (what: the 1 «.c . 
Council could not) how far the Holy Ghoxtt 
aſſiſted the Council, and wherein he forſook 
it. COPS e 219 £09. . 554 
0 8x. But as this is the Sheet Anchor of 
Popery, and its laſt Refuge, and the main 
pretence of many Ingenious Gentlemen, 
who plainly perceive the Abſardity of ſeve- 
ral of the Popiſh Articles, and; yet ſhelter 
5355 . them- 
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themſelves in that Communion, under the 
ſpecious Titles of The Definitions of a Gene: 
ral Council, and the Infallibility of the Cathy. 
lick Church; We ought not to grudge a lit. 
tle time and pains, to ſet this matter in: 
Wee light; if we can 
8 82. And it ſeems to me no difficult 
Task, to countermine Popery in this matter, 
if, as They perplex this affair by confounding 
different things together, So- we lay it open, 
by making neceſſary and ſubſtantial diſtin. 
tions, and ſhewing plainly , where the 
difference lyes, and verifying the Rule, Qui 
bene diſtinguit, bene docet, 4 
8 83. I have already ſhewn the difference, 
between the Iadefectibility and Infallibility of 
the Church; and tho? its certain, that the 
Univerſal Church is Indefectible, that is, ſome 
part of it ſhall have perpetual Duration, 
yet *tis is not true, that even the Univerſd 
Church is Infallible ; nay, tis demonſtration 
That whilft there is any difference in Opin 
on among Chriſtians, the whole Church 
not of any one Opinion in that Point, but 
part is for it, and part againſt it, and where 
the Parts are divided pro and con, one pur 
muſt be in the wrizg, andconſequently the 
whole cannot be Iufallible. 
9084. 2dly. We muſt diſtinguiſh be. 
tween the whole and a part, for it is a manifeſt 
fallacy, to apply to any part what is . 
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ed to the whole, and it wou'd adminiſter 


Occaſion of eternal wrangles between the 
parts, which of Them were beſt intituled 
to the promiſe ;, So that ſuppoſing, that Jx- 
falibility were _ promis'd to the whole 
Church; yet it wou'd be unſufferable Ar- 
rogance, and extreme Folly, in any Part, 
Sect, or C ommunion, of Chr 5 ians, to appro- =_ 
priate this privilege to it ſelf; and *tis yet 
more ſilly, to fancy, that a majority, or 2 
caſting Vote, that may be purchas'd with 
Money, or be miſguided by Paſſion or Igno- 
race, ſhou'd have the ſole exerciſe of this 
Divine Prerogative. PR OE 

88 u We muſt diſtinguiſh between 
the Church, and a Repreſentative of the Church; 
for the Church is the People themſelves, all 
the Chriſtian People, the whole Society of Chri- 
ſtiaus; but a Repreſentative of the Church 
is only a Deputation, choſen or appointed 
to act for them. e 2 

$ 86. But ſurely, this Deputation muſt be 
made by themſelves, every Chriſtian at 
leaſt every Clergyman in the World, ſhould 
have his Vote in the Election; for no Body 
can chooſe another to repreſent we,” with- 
out my. conſent, unleſs God Almighty had 
ſo appointed it. And if there were ſuch a. 
full Repreſentative of the Catholick. Church, 
yet unleſs God Almighty had ſo preſcribed, 
it would not be intituled to the [ufallibilary.. 
E ME LEE 
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() 
pfomis'd to the Univerſal Church, for he will aut. 
not Inſpire whom we pleaſe, but whom He they 

| pleaſes ; ſo that the ſabject muſt be ſuirable Ml 1146 
to his promiſe, and not his promiſe wreſted I Err 
to the ſubje& according to our fancy, if M.;,- 
we wou'd Intitle it to Infallibzliry, \ D 

9 85. Athly. We muſt diſtinguiſh be. Gon 

@ tween Irfallibility and Authority ; for to her. 
givea Council Authority, it is ſufficient that ſeem 
(like other Humane Inſtitutions) it be con- Nor + 
formable to the Rules and Laws of the fary 
Society; but to give it T»fallibil:ty, it muſt has l 
conform to the Rules preſcribed by the Nexalt 
Holy Ghoſt, and intitle it felf by the Promiſe Wang 
or Inftirution of Gf, © 7 58, 

S 88. And accordingly all Men allow, Wnart 
that Dioceſan and Provincial Councils, and M1; ng! 
even Lay Aſſemblies; Senates, and Parlia- W-.1;; 
ments, have Authority, and yet they have but a 
not Infallibility, which ſhews the Error of Ito af 
thoſe, who compare General Councils to P. ¶ Aſſem 
liaments, and Infer, that as the Royal Aſſent N 
is abſolutely neceſſary to give Sanction to ali 
+ i] Act of Parliament; ſo the Popes's Confirma- 
_— tion (which is a trick ofa late Invention to 
1 IG make The Pope Judge in his own cauſe) 1s 
ou neceſſary to render the decrees of a Gene- 
5 ral Council Authentick; for Parliaments are 
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of Humane contrivance, and are molded 
according to the Laws of their Inſtitution, 
Which may appoint one Man to Vote for Ito ord 
5 4 | X | a 5 another, 5 
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n He Nl they pleaſe ; and after all, they are but of. 


21 Ls 


Err ; but General C ouncils pretend to a Dis 


vine Original, and therefore ſhow'd ſhew 4 0 
Divine Commiſſion, and tell us, what Law of. © 
ovp it is, that qualifies one to Vote for an 

J 427, or Impowers the Pope to rejeci what 
ſeems good to the Holy Gho#t and to them, 
or that makes the Pope's Confirmation neceſ- g 
ary, to Authenticate what the Holy Gott 
has dictated to the Council; for it looks like 
exalting the Pope above all that is called God: + Thet i 
And it is manifeſt, that if the: Council have 
Err'd, the Popes confirmation can't mend the. 
matter; and if it be the Pope's. part to di- 
ſtinguiſh the right from the wrong, the Il. 
fallibility lies in him, and not in the Chani; 4 
but at the ſame time, it will be Blaſphemy 
to affirm, that the Holy Gho## guided that 
Aſſembly, where any material Point was des 
termin'd wrong, or, where two different ions 
Creeds were eſtabliſh'd, as in the Council of pain a 
d 89. zly, We muſt diſtinguiſh been Faith 
and Diſcipline, for not only Councils and 
Hnods, \ but even Chriſtian Senates and Par- 
liaments, have full Power and Authority, in 
led Kites, Ceremonies, and other matters of Diſs = 
, N cipline, not contrary to the Law of Gop, 
seo order them as they pleaſe, for decency and 
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thority to add Or alter an Article of Faith, for 
that were to preach a New Goſpel, which; 
whoever db's; is accurs'd : No, nor even 
to explain it, i as to oblige any Man's Con- 
| ſcience farther, than to Modeſty and Re. 
ſpect, and not to diſturb the Society by con. 
tradition, nor that neither, where the E 
planation is plainly contrary to the Scriprure; 
for if there were an Act of Parliament made 
tod Legitimate Idolatry, and Eſtabliſh Tu- 
ſubſtantiation, it would nevertheleſs be 1 
 damnable Sin; and if there were a Statut 
made againſt Chriſtianity, it wou'd never- 
theleſs be the duty of every Chriſtian to pro- 
mote, and of every Clergyman to preact 
the Goſpel, Ve nihi fi non Evantelizavere. 
| $90. 6thly. We ſhould body be. 
tween National Councils and General Councils 
for if the Biſhops or Con of two or three, 
or of twenty Nations, ſhould meet toge- 
ther in a Synod, as if the Clergy of the Bri- 
ti Dominions ſhou'd Aﬀemble at London 
or all the Proteſtants f Europe at nts of 
Dort, or all the Papiſts at Trent, or ' all tht 
Greek Church at Conſtantinople, yet neithet 
of theſe wou'd amount to a General Conntil; 
they may be ſtiled Plenary Councils, but 
not General; for to Conſtitute a Genen 
Council. It ſeems neceſſary, that there ſhould 
be an Univerſal Monarchy in the Stute, r 
# f ö f y we 
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Edifeation ; but none of them have any Ay. 
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well as in the Church, elſe the Biſhops miglit 4 
be hindred by theft Reſpective Princes from +l 
Appearing, and. it is beyond Contioverfyy —&», 4 
that All the Biſhops in the World (not hindred Seaau 6s, 


4 lawful Inipediment) ought t6 be at a guibus in- 


tereſſe poſ- 


ruly General Council, at leaſt, there ſhould tn & de. 
be ſome Repreſentative from every Nation, t wi 
and indeed from every-Dzoceſs, Who ſhould his nib, 
be able to bring the Sentiments of their is. _ 
Reſpective Countries and Churches, But whe- 
ther they could Come or not, They ought "6 
to be ſummoned, Sonus ejus exire debet in 
Omnem Terram: and it muſt not be a ham 
Summons, like the Cham of Tartary, who afs ,, 
ter He has dined, orders his Trumpeter t6 | | 
ſound a Licenſe to all other Kings in the 
World to go to dinner: but it muſt bean || 
fectual Summons, ſuch as may give them 
Notice, and Protection, which was never yet 
done, and is morally Impoſ/ible to be done 
eſpecially if Faith is not to be kept with. Here. GoncilEome 
ticks, as John Haus found to kis Coſt, and . 
yet without ſuch Summons, The Council 
cannot be General; and without ſuch, Sife- 
guard, it canyiot be free. | 
9 91. Moreoverg it ſeems fieceſfary tod WM 
4 truly General Council, that ſome 6f all the  _ © 
diſagreeing Parties ſhould be there, ind be 1 
patiently heard, and that the Matter ſhould 
be fairly examined, and fully Underſtood, be- 


fore any Perſon be Condemw'd, or his Do! ⁊ð | 
| O 2 ___ Erin 4 
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Crrine decreed Heretical, and therefore ſince 
| Theſe Cautions have never been obſerv'd, 


and that moſt of the Councils called General 
conſiſted but of 2 few Biſhops, in compariſon 


with the Number of thoſe which were 4. 


ſent, One may venture to ſay - That A Ge. 


neral Council is but an Hyperbolical expreſſion, 
favouring. more of Oftentaion than Reality, 


both in Name and Thing. © 1 
9 92. As for the Name (General or Oecu- 


menical) it was firſt Sywodically aſſum'd in 


the middle of the fifth Centum, at the Coun- 
cil of ¶Halcedon, and the Novelty-of the Name 
ſhews that there was no great ſtreſs laid 


upon that Word, which was well enough 


underſtood, rather to be Complemental 


than Trae, elſe it had been Uſed from the 
beginning: But it was ſuitable to the Pride 


of the Romans, to call their Empire The whole 
World; and it naturally fallow*d, That a 
Council of the Empire, might be Styled, A 
Council of the whole World, or Oecumenicd, 
altho? in truth it had no more Authority to 


bind the whole World, nor in fact did any 


more Repreſent it, than the: Synod of. Dort: 
Nevertheleſs, it is not to. be wonder'd at, 
that the ſame ſtretch of Compliment, Which 
gave the Titles of Sanitity, Holineſs, and 


Bleſſedneſs, to the Prelates, how Wicked ſo- 
_ ever ſome of them might be, ſhou'd allo 
give to the whole Aſſembly, The pompous 45 
. W * 
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tle of Oecumenical; and *tis plain, that their 


Flattery was ſtrained ſo high, that the Ti- 
tle of Oecumenical or General was given, 
not only to Eaſter» Councils, where there 
was not either the Pope or his Legates, or fo 


much as one Weſtern Biſhop-at all, as in the 
firſt Council of Conſtantinople (which is repu- 


ted the Second General Council) but even to a 


ter this example, to a Council of a fem Nati- 


ons held at Trent, which was open'd with 


but Twenty five Biſhops, whereof but One 
was from Germany, and two from France, 
and was afterwards ſupply'd by Mercena- 
ry ITralians, many of which were meerly Ti- 
tular, Epiſcopi Nullatenſes, Biſhops of Utopia; 
and even ſo it ſelf, there were not above 


Fifty in all, when they made their Errone- 
ous Decree, in favour of Oral Tradition and 


R 

$ 93. And as to the Thing, it ſeems utter- 
ly Impoſſible, that there can be ſuch a Thing 
in the World as 2 truly General Council, at 


leaſt it has not been hitherto, and indeed 
it is ridiculous, to fancy that the Biſhops of 


{ix or ſeven Countries can make a General 


Council, or traly repreſent all Chriſtians, even 
ſuch as differ from them, and proteſt againſt 
Them, and this is ſo Plain and Maniteſt, 
that no body can be deceived by the flight 
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National Council of Italy, held at Rome, and Nel 517 


a Council of Spain, held at Toledo, and af- 12 


# : 
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1 | Pretences of Popery in this Matter, but , fon 
that for ae e to he deceived, or * 
through prejudice of Education Reſolves to C 
inn ĩͤ v Cal 

$ 94. Beſides, when two Councils fat to- un 
gether, as the Council of Lateran and the tre 
Council of Piſa, and acted in Oppoſirion to W 
one another, Wou'd not Chriſtiaus be di. ff 
ſtracted which to obey, but that it is ma. 22 
nifeſt, That neither of them mas a Genera N 
Council, or fully Repreſented the Univerſa 
.Charch ? So, that tis not the only Queſtion, 
Whether the Church fully repreſented be Infali. 
bie, but alſo, whether a part of the Chun 
ſummon'd by the Emperor or the Pope to 
meet together, be a full and legal Repfreſen. 
tative of the whole Churth, and whether ſuch 
po Aſſembly approv'd by the Pope be Inf: 

lible. . TE NE 
8 95. 7thly. We muſt diſtinguiſh between 
the ſefulneſs and neceſſity of Councils, for if 
General Councils are of Chriſt's Inſtitution, 
and to be the Rule of our Faith, then they are 
abſolutely zeceſſary ; But *tis own'd even 
by Bellarmine, that Councils are not fimplj 
neceſſary, and he gives an unanſwerable Rea. 
' fon for it, becauſe- the Church was without 
them for Three hundred Tears; and conſequent- 
ly might be for Three thouſand, and 15 
now like to be ſo to the End of the World. 

But ſure this Conceſſion gives up the * ; 


ts we 


fant, 


the Popes, the Patriachs, the Legates, the Ca- 
(as Synveſſa, Tralla, Cologne, &c.) are not 


Bellarmine himſelf confefleth, That their 
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for a Rule of Faith is always and conſtantly 
necęſſary 2 and if a C ouncil 15 nog neceſſary, 1t 
can be no Rule of Faith, Beſides, Councils 


cannot be Neceſſary, nor indeed very aſeful, 


unleſs. their Canons were more certainly 
tranſmitted to us than they are, for in the 

World there is not ſuch .a pack of forged | 
filly fta as in the Tomes of the Councils; | +) 


and ſo Richerius (a learned Papiſt ) confeſſes, | 


Nullos extare libros in quibus tot tantaq; fittitia*icher. . 
& Adulterina Scripta quam in Tomis Concilio- _ 
rum leguntur, and even Bellarmine ] n, 
that the Books of the Councils are negli- .. 
Fra kept, and are full of Errors: Libr: 

um (ſays he) negligenter Conſervati . | 
22 vitiis ſcatent, and I add, that r 
Lane is not any circumſtance fo minute, re- ] 
lating to Councils, but that the Schaolmen 
differ, and even wrangle about it, the I. 
dition, the Time, the Number, the Preſident, 


1 
. 


ons, and even the very Councils themſelves 


only doubtful, but perpetual Articles of 
Contention among the Learned; ſo that 


Diſcord is wonderful, Mira eſt eorum varie 
tas, ſays he, and he gives the true reaſon 
of it, viz, The diſagreement. of Writers, - 
propter Scriptorum - = crepantium ſententi as, bas · 52. 
or the Uncertainty of Traditions: And yet 


: J 


for he can detach Tiralar res endug 
to out- vote the reſt, and actually had 187 
Italian Prelates at Trent, where all rhe other 


8 4 ah s 1 
4 n ** e F fe IS, v 
: | 


(260) | 
he would have theſe dubious 1 


ncertain 


:: ̃ Faith: "Ati 
it is to be noted, That as 1 


t ne 3s The Emperor 
Called, Govern d, and Confirm'd, General Coun. 
cils heretofore, and maintained moſt of 


The Biſbops, and conſequently ſo Influened 


Them, That Their Decrees were ſuitable 


to his Sentiment, So that as Arian Emperors 


had numerous Councils (and even Popes. too 


as Liberius, and St. Felix) which by Sale 
Decree Complimented Their Opinion, $6 


"Popes now , aſſume all that and more, and 


have ſo entirely Ingroſs'd the Power of 
Councils, that it is morally impoſſible to 
have any good effect of them, or that 
They ſhould Decree but as the Pope pleiſes 


had x 7 
Biſvops amounted but to 83. : l | | , 4 1 8 
9 96. However, as to the uſefulvſs of 
d. 4 


Councils, tho* Gregory Nazianzep' fail, be 
never knew good come of any of eng; andd in 


the Council of Conſtance it was ſaid, hat 
they were unneceſſary ; (minus Neceſſaria) And 
tho? it is certain, that in ſeveral of them, 
there was as much Faction, Rudeneſs, Error, 


Contradiction and Impertinence,asin any other 


. Aſſemblies in the World + So that *tis to be 


_ feared, That another Spirit had a party in ſome 


of them, againſt the Holy Ghoſt; and the? 


te 


had ſo Appp 


7 of - 2 General Council has been able to 


ſuppreſs ſo much as One hereſy, for there 
were Arians and \Ne#orians in abundance | 


aſter the Councils of Nice and "Epheſus, 


which ſhews that General Councils were not 


then thought T1falbble: Vet I will not ſay, 
but thay” they may be of uſe, as to the 
Diſcipline of the Church, and” 


oe” pernicioas," but never Infallible. 

74 But, to proceed, 
dif tons already made, we may 
clude, 1. That tlie Univerſal Church, tho 


Indefettible i is not Infallible. 2. That fuppo- 


ling — . 4 7 l Church were Infallible, yet 

her th e 
Part, Seit, or Communion of the Univerſal 
Church is OBpfellible. zdly. That tho” the 


Charch were Trfallible,'y et a Repreſentative of 


the Church can't be 74 unleſs God Almighty 
inted it, Which do's not yet ap- 
pear, and 1 ſuppoſe never will. Athly, 
tho? a Council, General, National, 


cial, or Dioceſan, may be of great Authority 
yet by no means do's that infer Iufallibility, 
any more than in a Parkin” thly, 
That whatever Authority the Charth bas 
Diſcipline, Rites; and Ceremonies, Which is 
2 * none in 
points 


. ven greets you” 


be like 
Parliaments in a State, often uſeful, ſome 


rom theſe juſt ; 
con- 


doman Church, nor any other 


Tit. 
rovidi 
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points of Faith, no nat. to make Explanar; 

* ORs, but Such as are conſonant to { Holy 
Scriptures, for the matters of Fab were 
once Setled by the Holy Gifs and cannot 
be alterd from what was then delivered to 
The Saints, So that the Au thority of the 
Church can extend n6farther than to make 
. True Interpretation of what The Inſpir 
| Perſons wrote, but it cannot be. Truss if it 
be contrary to any part of Scripture, or to 
what the ſame Inſpired Perſons have written 
elſewhere in the Bible: In ſhort, The A. 
thority of The Church our Mother, is much 
like that of a Father, in points of Faith, and 

is not Abſolate, but Qualified, and Centers 
rather in Council and Inſtruction than Pr 

' © cept, Which every Good and Wiſe Man 
will Reyerence and highly eſteem, unleſs 


He Perceives it to be contrary to Seripture, 
and then, He Should, and He Mill, prefer 
Ihe Council of God before it, 

| I 99. 6thly 


| „That there never was nor 
poſſibly can be a Council truly General; the 
moſt plenary Councils that have been were 

but National, and thoſe moſt famqus, conſi- 
ſted but of the Subjects of One Prince (The 
Fxuperor) and not half of them neither; for 

ill the firſt Council of Nice there were but 
! Five Weitern Biſhops, and in the Firſt Coun- 
cil of Con#artinople not one: So that if 
thoſe Coaucils were infallible, then we mo 

- 8 e Jreek 


0 100. Ithly, That General Councils 8 
called) are not laltitured by God, 5 
are not abſolutely Ne | 
Management of them, are now | become 
very little if at all Vfeful. 
§ 101. And laftly, That the whole de- 
ſing of their applanting Councils, is to place 
the Lafalibility in the Pope, who by the Bull 
of Pius IV. Tobe all others to ex- 
plain the decrees of Councils, has appro- 
priated that ſweet Prerq; ative to himſelt, and 
accordingly Coriulanus 43. determines; Nod 
Papa ola us abſq ; ernte in rebus fidei deter- 
minare c ke ernere poteſt; and if the Pope 
and the General 2 differ i in matter of 
Faith, the udgment of the Pope and Car- 
dinals is to be preferr'd before the Definiti- 
ons of the General Council, ibid. for that is 


875 thinks) The Judgmen of the C atholick 


90 102. But el opus eſt, Spectemur .* 
—_ let us lay aſide Arguments, and 
come to matter of Fat, for that is al- 
libly convincing, and tis Demonſtration 
That Councils are not Infaltible, if we can 
ſhew that They have Erred, And to. ſhew 
that, I ſhall Labance only ſuch Councils as 
the Papiſts own to have Erred, as, 1. St. . 
E and the Third Council 7 * e Binius c 1. 
5 WIINIC 
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Which they fay ) Err'd groſly in a high 
point of Faith, in opp 0g the Popes Fu. 
| Pei (which one would think ſhould de. 
ſtroy Cypriaxs Saintſhip, and the Tradition 
of that Supremacy) 2dly, The Council g 

. Eliberis, Ann 30s. In the 36th Canon, 
den de . which forbids, Pictures to be placd in Churches, 


W 


2+ cap. 9. 


ſhould be painted on the Walls, and therein 
Err d, and the more, becauſe this Canon 


Set: Teaft the Object of our Worſh 2 and Adoration 


entirely deſtroys the Tradition of Image Nor. 


ſhip, whichwas nevertheleſs affirmyCin the 
Second Council of Nis. 


98103. 3dly, The General Council e 


cedou Err d, in founding the Supremacy On 
. eee ene 
. d. who confirmed the reſt of it's Decrees, Re- 


1. 2. C. 17. — th 


jected That. And 4thly, 80 did the 6th 


7th. and Sth. General Councils which con- 
demned Pope Honorius for a Heretick: 
Bell. thinks they were decFved by falſe Re. 
ports, andit may be ſo, but deceived they 


were, and Err They did. And 5thly, Sa 


did the 7th,. and 8th,General Councils in de- 
Bell. de i * . Fa „K., WF; .. 
Conc. J. 2. yelling Decree, that hoſe Excommunicated. 


C. II. 


2 e: and ſo 6thly, did the Councils of 


e any thing Superior to it. And * 
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rogating from the Supremacy, by their Le. 


other Biſhaps ſbould not be Al ſoluꝰd wi | 
for that is Tnconſiſtent with the Self eee 


They who venture to ſpeak out, tell us, 


P ope finally Fo determine matters of | Faith, and pag oy 4 -1 : 
to his Authorizy only to male 4 New. Greed ; {0 i 


ly, ſodid the Council of Romennder Miho. 
2. Anno. 1059. when it decreed That 
Chriſt's Body in the Sacrament is chemed with 
the Teeth of the Faithful, for that is a little 
too groſs ,, and is by themſelves reckon'd 
Hrth ws © Viale" wrap felons 6 

8 104. And it matters not, whether the 
aforeſaid Errors were Real or Imaginary, 
nay it is plain, that moſt of them are not 
Errors, but the Popes were miſtaken in re- 
jecting them as Errors, however they are 
Rejected and Diſown'd: by the Church of 
Rome, and thoſe Councils are in the aforeſaid 
Points generally Reckon'd by the Papiſts 
as Erronious, which ſhews that they do 
not think that Councils are Aſſiſted by the 
Holy Gho#, or Infallible in Themſelves, but 
that the whole Virtue lies in the Iafallibility 


f the Pope, which tho? ſome are aſaamd. 


to own plainly, yet is the drift of all they 
ſay. about Generab Connciis ; And therefore 


That even Provincial and Particular Conncilgg*%r: 1 = 
if Appov'd of by the Pope are Infallible, Ang is. 

of this Opinion is the famous Gregory de La- 
lentia, Accedente Romani Patutificis conſirmatio- n . 
ne, Concilium quod vis eff Infallible (ſays he) dive. 1. 
and the Ange 


ngelical Doctor St. Thomas goes a _ 
ſtep farther, ſaying, that it belongs to the aqui f. 
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bens en that the virtue of Councils lies in the Popes polis 
_— Pender er Approbation, whereby it is evident that ſuch I 1ec1; 
e, Councils are of little or wo Uſe to the Church) Opin 
= ©” where Things are Manag'd by Dixedtions 57 ie 
Fim Rome, and all muſt at laſt Center, and can 
be Refolv'd into the Infallibility of the Pope; part 
$ 105. And ſo having ſeen, that Popes Gen 
may Err, and Councils may Err, we come grat 
to the Legerdemain of making out of theſe und 
ble: two Fallibles one Infallible ; ſo that both tage- thof 
ee, may not Err, but ſurely they who en- ture 


_ deavour it, will meet with the ſame ſucceſs $ 
Tf as they, who out of two Cyphers wou'd. Þ the) 
„ make a conſiderable Sum : For Certainly, and 
£7 if every Member be Fallible, the whole A, Cor 
* ſtmbi is Fallible , if the Council may he de- the 
. ceiv'd in their Mediums and Arguments, trar 
Wo (as they have often been) they may Err | of | 


in their C oncluſions 5 if they may be mag 
cozen'd in matters of Fact, they may Err mer 
in decreeing the Popes Sapremaꝶ, which is Pla- 
rounded on the fan of Peter; they may 1 +4 
rr in miſapplhing Texts of Scripture, ſays | the 
My. Creſſy, (a Papiſt) and is not that i. yet 
interpreting Scripture? Nay, They may Err and 
in Faith, ſays Bellarmine, unleſs confirm'd hav 
by the Pope, If ſo, as has been obſerv'd; of 
The Infallibility is in the Pope; and not in the the 
Council, for if he be not Infallible in the con- 
firmation, all may be wrong ; and indeed 
Bellarmine owns, That it is the Hereſy of the 
4 | No ES .  Polituks 
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Politicks to ſay other wiſe, 


9 107. 2dly, They Err when they change 
yet this is done by Pope 


Inſinuating, as if They were wiſer than He, 


22 4 * ” bu * . 5 9 A 1 
4 MAILS 5 * T 2 2 whos » Ma 3; NN 9 2 5 1 
N W 4 G N . 7% * . N OW W 
Tr a 1 n * n 1. 
bn 8 
rag” 
: os 
* . 
* * » 1 
* 
— 2 
75 
£ _— * 
7 : 8 
T * „* 
*. 
* * £ ” 5 o 
* ” 
1 2 
. # 
x 


* 


2 
4 4 * 


declares, that if the whole Council be of — . 
Opinion, and the Pope "of another,” he is to be 
believed before the whole Council: But all we 
can ſay will not convince Them; without 
particular Iaſtances, where the Pope and a 
General Council have Err'd together; and to 


gratify their Curioſity, I will give Them an 


undeniable Catalogue of I»#ances, beſides 
thoſe abovemention'd, of miſapplhung Scrip- 
ture, and miffeting ats. | 
$ x06, 1ſt. They have Err'd as often ass [ 
they have decree*d againſt the expreſs Words 1 
and meaning of Scripture : And thus, the 43 
Council f Trent Err'd groſly in excluding | 
the vulgar Tongue from Divine Service con- . — | 
trary to, 1 Cor. 14. And the ad Council 
of Nice Err'd in decreeing the worſhip of L _ 
mages, Contrary to the Second Command. - ._ : "8 
ment, Exodus 20. 4. and many other -M 


aa 


"0 i 


the expreſs Infthtution of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
| Martin the Sth 
and the General Council of Conflance, which 
have ſacrilegioufly mutilated the Sacrament 


6 
| 


of the Euchariſt, by denying the Cop to 
the Layty, altho? Chriſt had Inftituted that : 


Sacrament in both finds; blaſphemouſly 


to prevent ſome 


and had found it neceſſary 
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| — of (Church f F 


"on _— — oor: 


2 6 Gann Text has tne; in excluding Infants from 


bapyzing . the Euchariſt, contrary to the prac ice of 


Her icks. 


that Church for the firſt 660 Lear s. 
| 4 109. 4qthly, They Err, when they 


contradiect the Senſes and "Knowledge of all 


Men, and this the Council of: Trent has 
done, in the Article of Tranſab/tavtiation, 
which every Body knows to be falſe, as cer. 
tainly as he knows my NN in Ole W orld 
tobe Tra”! 

9 120. 5ly, They Err when they Coutts 
tenance and even command Perjury, Rabel. 
lion, and Murther, and yet this is done by 


oe Lnnocaut III. and the General Council f Late. 
eh C. 3. de He- 
ie rericis. ran, for, The Depoſing - and diſpenſing Do- 


* are eſtabliſn'd in the Third Canon 

of that Council, and have been practisꝰd ac- 

— to tho Ruin of many Princes and 

Ningdoms, and yet as Leſfius obſerves; This 

| bw mutt * Right, elſe the r en. the 
Generai Council have erred.” 

S121. fly, They err'd, when they: did 


324 which all learned Men know to be 
very —_ and yet Wan was ane in he, 


"$3 122. mh 


0 108. zdly, Fhey E Ewe chey 9 
(a ) Se indi} the Tradition, and (4) Practice of the 
Rome ; but this the Counc of. 


| Adeliencieate the Valpar' Tranſlation of the 
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BET. 1 
; 122. als They Errwithawitneſs * nen 
got her ſubſtantially; and 
thus the firſt council of Nice, Can. 4. 1 
has limited the Juriſdiction of Parriarchs, is 


they contradget one a 


directly contradicted hy the Council of T rents 


which has decreed a Papat Sapremacy Di- 


vine Right, over all. 

$ 123, Thus the N unierous, Plenary, and 
General. Council of Ariminum, (confirm'd by 
Pope Liberias,) err d, in Eſtabliſhing an he- 
retical Arian C reed, 
firſt Council of Nice. | 

$ 124. Thus the ſecond Cornel of Nice 
Er d, in in their Image Morſbip, which is con- 


tradicted by the General Councils of Conftanti- N 


nople and Frantfort. 
$125. Thus the 6th general (ouncil, (con« 
frm'd by the Zoe ) which... decreed 


that Marriage is diſſolved by Hereſy, Errd . 
therein; ſince. the contrary is now . ps 


min'd by the council of Trent. 


9 126, Thus the Councils of Conifunce and 
Baſle (approv'd by Popes) Err'd, in deter- 
mining that Important Nein of Faith, That * 
, fince the Councils 


a Council is above the Po 
of Lateran and Trent | ave with reproach | 
decreed the contrary; 


+ 127. And ſo I chink we may conclude jan 
with Albertus Pighins, That Councils are of — 
per: 


tution; 5.806 with It, Auguſtine, that fe ormer Wald, I. F 


Humane Invention, and not of Divine Inſti- ate 


* 
waar . 
. 


ntrary to that of the 


1 Councilt $6, © 
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Countils miy be correfted by the later, and con. 
ſequently, all may Err; and none of them 


(cho apptov'd by the Pope) are Tafallible. 


tun, rap. Lee de -eleitione. In mitters 


* $128. And fo L will finiſh this Point in 
the Words of the Great Canoniſt Payormi- 


3 


pertaining to Faith ( ſays he) the Council 


4 above the Pope; yet 1 ſuppoſe that if the 


Cuſanus! 4 
cap; 3, 4. 


duc d with better Reaſons of the 


Pope were induc d with better Reaſons and Au- 
thorities than the Council, that his Determi- 
nation were rather to be embrat' d; for 4 Coun- 
cil alſo can Err, as it hath ſometimes Err'd, 
for in matters relating to Faith, even the Opini- 
on of one private Man were ro be prefer d 10 
the determination of the Pope, LY e were in. 

Id and New 


Teſtament than the Pope. So that tis plain 
that he neither thought Popes or Colmells 


-*$ 129. Upon tlie whole matter, we may 
be aſſur'd from theſe urferenr Op 


know where to fix the Tufallibiliy; and 
fince that Church, which pretends. t9 it, 


can't tell where to find it, Will any other 


gine, that there is ſuch-a Tribunal no? 


lle judge to decide their Controverſies, 


Perſons pretend to diſcover it? fince the 
primitive Chrijtians could not find 8 
ſupprets their Heyiſies, Can any Body = 
that if Gop had appointed fuch a Liz#, 
© EEE Cy 


> * a 2 8 * 
9 v EY STONY A 9 * N 0 — 
L FI 4 zz 4 => * * A + n > 2 
* Digg tr Pads 3 9 

{ "3 e Fo A 8 

% - 7 9 

4 * 

% 


d fr pinions of 
the Papiſts, that the Rom Church do's riot 


Papiſts might agree, 


ow the 5 Hefte . 
Conteption e Ble mn, and the Di- 
"wine == Epiſcopacy 2 hy do's ſhe not 


that it would 1 be kid under 4 Buſbel, and 


thereby rendred' uſeleſs, or rather he put 
in a Cardleſftich, ſuch as ah che World might 
ſee, and be Illuminated" thereby, and con- 
ſtantly directed in the ways of Truth ?. | * 
60 x36. ”Tis certain, that if the Roman 
Church has this Privilege of If allbiliny ſhe 
has manifeſtly betray d her Nut, in not ex- 
erciſing it effeCtually ; Why dos ſhe not 
dederidine this' very Point, that even all 
Where nber Infallibility 
reſides? Why do's ſhe not interpoſe between 


o = Councils of ConFance and Lateraz in that 


ortant point of Faith, whether rhe Pope 
e «Council ? Why de he not deter- 
great Articles of the Immaculate 


malte [afallible Comments — — ure, but 
let even N Tors e and Di- 
ute eterna I f hs doblige, df 
fear to etr, chav Hinders Her? what ever it 
be, it is Tacofiſtent with that Divine —_ | 
of "Tf allibil 775 The pretends to:: 
I 131. Beſides, If Tofullibilty were ne- 


| celan for the Church, it would be always 


ay; if it were a Property of the Church, 
i "ww be always Inherent : But it was 


above Three Hundred Years before there 


was a General Countil; and during all that 
— s the Chun Was without this Quality, 
gr 'P 2 Y Ms + 
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World. And is it not a Precarious Infalli- 


Rome, and the Humours or Intereſts of 
Princes n e 


ſelves, | Counc 
are not immediately Received even in Popiſh 


ſelf, tho? Confirm'd 1 the Pope, France 


Authority. e 
9133. But it will be needleſs to ſay any 


Council of Nice, and Father Paul's or Du 
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can be no General Council hut when the Re- 
ſpective Princes will Permit: And if the Em- 


probably have been no General Council to 
this day, there has been none for a Hun- 
dred and Fifty Years paſt, and in all likeli- 


hood there will be none to the end of the 
bility, which depends upon the Politicts of 


90132. But that which is moſt wonderful 
is, that They. who: would longs this Infa- 
libility u pon others, don't believe it Them- 


or the Decrees of General Councils 
Countries; no not the Council of Trent it 


will firſt very well conſider it, which were 
a Jeſt, if they thought it Divine and Infals- 
ble; for the very Deliberation diſowns it's 


more on this Subject, but to refer the Rea. 
der to Fryer Crab's account of the Second 


Pin's Hiſtory of the Council of Trent, and he 
will be eſfectually cured, of the Frenzy of 
Imagining any Infallib:ility, in thoſe Aſſem- 
blies, or in the Popes who govern'd Them. 
_ 7} $ 134. And 
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"Fx 34, And thus having ſhewn the great 
Improbability, That the Church ſhould be Infal- ' 
lible ; I come now to add, that it ſeems to : 
me abſolutely Impoſſible, unleſs every Mem- 
ber re MET. CZ | 
$135, For Infallibility is an Incommunica. 
cable Property of God; tis a glorious Ray of 
his Eſſence, no Creature is capable of it, 
or can have it's Fallible Nature chang'd to 
Isfallible : The moment it were (6, it would 
become” e LET | 
F 136. *Tis true, that the Holy Ghoſt did 
| Inſpire and Direct Prophets and Apoſtles to 
Preach his Doctrines, and Publiſh the Com- 
mands of God to Men, and what they declar'd 
in Obedience to ſuch Inſpiration, comes 
from God, and is Infallibly true: So that in 
ſome Senſe, the Prophets and Apoſtles might 
be ſaid to be Ixfallible; but this did not 
change their Nature, or make them Infalli. 
ble in other Matters, Judas tho? an Apoſtle _ 
betray' d his Maſter, and Peter himſelf de. 
nyed his Saviour 10 that no body muſt 
ea. pretend to be Iafallible, without the eſpeci- 
al communication of the Holy Ghozt to him, 
Ds Which we call Iaſpiration, nor farther than | 
he ! he is Inſpired; and it will be a Sin again# 
of e Holy Gho#t, to. pretend to the Spirit if 
m- | Þ< has it not, nor ought he to think he has, 
m. | any body elſe to believe that he has it, 
ind | unleſs it be manifeſt = the Gifts of Tongues, 
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or of Miracles, as it was in the Apoſtles, and 


unleſs his doctrine be conſonant to the Go- 


ſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Rome were ſenſible, that extraordinary In. 


$137. And it ſeems, as if the Church of 


ſpiration is neceſſary, and tho' they dare 


not direct, yet they do obliquely Inſinuate, 
as if they pretended to extraordinary Aſſi 
ſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, which cannot be 
excuſed from Profaneneſs, in ſuch as know, 
that their Eccleſiaſtical Polity is manag'd by 
Stratagem and Tatrigae, which occaſioned 
that bitter Sarcaſine, That the Holy Ghoſt mas 
ſent from Rome to Trent in a Cloak-bag. © 


$ 138, But whatever'their pe Bagg 4 


he to extraordinary Inſpiration, they well 
know, that they would be as vain as Qua. 
kers, if they ſhould pretend to it, without 


the Gift of Miracles; for no body in his 


Senſes, will receive New Apoſtles upon leſs 
evidence than the Old produc'd ; and there- 
fore their Legends are ſtuffed with Miracles 
and Wonders Innumerable, but ſo filly, ſo 


improbable, and ſo ill Atteſted, that they - 


make ſport for their Adverſarięs, and are a 
Jeſt to the Unbigotted of their own Com- 
munion. | W 


$ 139. And indeed it ſeems no leſs Arro- 
gant than Dangerous, for any Church or 


Perſon to pretend to new Revelations, for it 
is Preaching a zem Goſpel, and Nene 


ene 


fallib! 
all A 


Charc 


ture, 


are ſufficient, and that God hath ſpokcn 
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the Scripture needleſs, and the old Reve - 
lation uſeleſs; If it be the old Goſpel they 


would Preach, their own St. Antoninus Arch- 
biſhop of Florence has told them, That nem 


Inſpiration is needleſs, and that the Scriptures 
i hat o fully 
in the Scriptures, that he need not any other way 


reveal any thing to Vs, for all things neceſſary 


may be had there; So that we may conclude, 


That ſince New Goſpels are prohibited, New 


Inſpirations are unneceſſary, and exceeding 
dangerous, for ee might Repeal and 
Change as well as Add, and are by no means 
to be received upon leſs Evidence than the 
former, nor to be at all Regarded, if they 


contradict the Goſpel, or that glorious 


Scheme of Piety we are in poſſeſſion of al- 
Rady. "7 omar gn 5 
5140. But ſuppoſing that ſomè were In- 


ſpir'd, and could work Miracles, yet that 


would not do, for it would ſtill be impoſ- 


ſible that the Catholic Church ſhould, be In. 
fallible, unleſs every individual Chriſtian in 


2 


all Ages were Inſpir'd, for Bonum ex Integra 
cauſa, malum ex quolibet defectu: And if on- 
ly ſome had the Revelation, then only Thoſe 
and not the whole Catholick Charch would be 
Infallible ; and that will not ſerve, for the 
Promiſe is not made to any part of the 
Church, nor is there any deſcription in S:rip- 


ture, which part of the Churoh-1s Infallil le; fo 


= 1” that 


i r 
F512 „„ og IE EIN ie ; En” ; | 
18 that *tis plain beyond reply, That the whole 
or Church cannot be Infallible unleſs twery Mem- 
* ber of it be ſo; and ſure no Body will 
= think that every Member of it is I»fallible, 
18 when ſo many Churches have apoſtatiz d, 
7 and more vile Sinners and groſs Hereticks 
1 ſtill continue in the outward Communion of 
wer the Catholick Church, and ſome of the worſt 
El of them have been Popes, and pretended 
__ Heads of that great Bod ). 
Wh: S 141. But to put this point beyond re. 
_ _ ply, The very Elect are not Infallible, but as 
#4 has been ſaid, may Err, and ſome of them 
=_ Err'd fundamentally, (tho? not finally) and 
41 | even deny'd Chri#, as St. Peter did, but in 
1 points not fundamental, or deſtructive of 
—_ the Chriſtian Faith, the very Elec may dye 
_ in their Errors; as ſome of the Fathers, and 
= many of the Saints in the Raman Martyro- 
0 Nun, leg have donna. 
ut? ') 142. Nor was the Univerſal Church, 
; % even in the Apoſtles Days, Infallible, for groſs 
"oY Errors and abominable Hereſies of Gnoſticts, 
50 Nicolaitazs, and the like, ſtarted. up every 
_ Day, and ſome were for Paul, ſome for 
RF Apollo, and ſome for Cephas ; ſo that there 
on 1 were Criminal Schiſms in the Primitive Iimes: 
Ws And if the Univerſal Church was not In- 
1 fallible in the 5 Days, it would be 
\ _ prodigious confidence, to ſay that it1s Infal- 
; lible now, The truth is, that neither then nor 
* a 8 
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nom was it poſſible, that the whole Church 
ſhould - be I»fallible, unleſs every Mem- 
ber of it were Inſpir'd by the Holy Gho#t. 
143. Upon the whole matter I con- 
clude, That the Churth is not the Rule of 
Faith, 1ſt. Becauſe it is not Inſpir'd in an 
extraordinary manner, ſo as to render it 
Infallible, and nothing can be the Rule of 
Faith but the infallible Revelation of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. zdly. Becauſe: the Authority of 
the Church, whatſoever it be, is founded on 
Scripture, and therefore not the Church, but 
the Scripture is the Rule of Faith. 3dly. Be- 
cauſe no Church can be of Authority to 
diſtinguiſh it ſelf, from other Churches; 
and if it cannot guide us in that important 
Queſtion which is the rae Church, it cannot 
be a compleat Rule of Faith; but the 
ſame Guide that directs us in that Que- 
ſtion, will likewiſe ſerve for the reſt. 
4thly. Becauſe the Catholick Church, as tis 
a diffuſive Body, cannot meet to guide 
or direct, and no Repreſentation of it is 
Authentick, or promis'd to be Infall;- 
r %; nor indeed has there been any Coun- 
e {© ci or Convocation ſince the Apoſtles Days, 
„ I that with any colour of Reaſon or Truth, 
;- could be eſteemed a full and juſt Re- 
e preſentative of the Catholick Church. 5thly. 
/- | Becauſe no particuiar Church can be the 
r Kale of Faith, ſince they are all Fallible, 
e and 
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and there is not fo much as 2 promiſe of 
Indefectibility made to any of Them, And 
foraſmuch as Rome, and all the Churches 
in Communion with her, as France, Spain, 
ch. Are but Particular Churches, as the 
Greek Churches of Muſcovy, Sela vonia, | Afia, cord 
Sr. Likewiſe are, they may All Apoſta- St. 
tize, as the Seven Churches ef Afadid; 4 th 
and if they actually don't, yet are they no %% 
Rule of Faith to others, ſince they them. boar: 
ſelves may fail, and if any one of them pre- that 
tends to an exemption, it can ſignify no- Auth 
thing, ſince God Almighty has not been Us # 
pleas'd to Reveal to Us,which that one Church ¶ there 
16. And if it be Reply'd, That the True | rity | 
Church is Manifeſt enough, for, where-ever | Char, 
we find Antiquity, Unih, and Univerſality, in re 
which are the Marks of the Trae Church, © good 
it is certainly there; That canting popular I my F. 
Argument would be exploded, as ſoon as 8 
it Were conſider'd, iſt, That we have no 
Divine Rule for thoſe Marks, neither are 
they proper, or true. 2dly, That every Man — 
muſt be Judge for himſelf, whether the 
Church and the Marks agree. And, 3dly, 
That the Heathen Religion has (at leaſt in 
the. Primitive Times it had) more of thoſe. 
marks than the Chriſtian. Wh | 
9 144. Wherefore, Since ithe Autho- —— 
rity or Teſtimony of the Roman Church, or 
of any other Particular Church, can be of 


have recourſe at 5 to the Holy Scriptures, 
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as well lore the LG arty and Power of Par- 

ticular Ch of the Church Uni- 

verſal, as alſo 5 hin Rule of our. Faith, ac-. > 

cording to thoſe memorable. Sayings f 

St. Auguſtine : Neither ought F 9 ys be) Aug. contra · 

at this time to alledge the Council of "ce, art 

you that of Ariminum, for» neither. am TI 

bound to the Authority of the one, por you ro. 

that of the other, let us both diſpute with the 

Authorities of Scripture, which are comon 10 

Us both: And elſewhere he fays, that 

en are certaiul/ God's Books, to whoſe Autho- pe Unite 
we both an There let us look for the cn. 

0 41 there let us examine our Cauſe. And 

in ref] pect to his Advice, I will follow ſo 

good an Example, and ſeek for a Rule for 

. N in the Holy on mt 
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Qgainſt St. Dunſtan's Church in Fleet: ſtreet. 

1 E Peerage of Eng land: Or, an Hiſtorical and 
1 Genealogical Account of the Preſent Nohility. 
Containing the Deſcent, Original Creations, and moſt 


Remarkable Actions of them, and their reſpective An- 


ceftors. Alſo, the chief Titles of Honour and Prefer- 


ment they now enjoy; with their Marriages and Iſſue; 
continu'd down to this preſent Year 1710. and the Pa- 
ternal Coat of Arms of each Family, Engrav,d and 


Blazon d. Collected as well from our beft Hiftorians, 
publick Records, and other ſufficient Authorities, as 


rom the es Informations of moſt of the Nobility. 
To which is perfix d, An Introduction of the preſent 
Royal Family of Great- Britain, trac'd thro' its ſeveral 


Branches down to this Time; and terminating with the 


Proteſtant Suceſſion, as ſettled by Act of Parliament. The 
Second Edition, with very large Addigions and Cor- 
rections. Price 6 s. | 4 | BS es 
- Reformed Devotions, in Meditations, Hymns, and Pe- 
titions for every Day in the Week; and every Holiday 


in the Year. By Theophilus Dorrington, Rector of Weite- 
ſham in Kent. Divided into two Parts, The ſecond Edi- 


tion, Reviſed and Corrected. To which is added, the 
Contents: And (to render the Devotions Compleat and 
Uſeful npon all Occaſions) a Holy Office, before, at, and 


after, receiving the Holy Sacrament. By Dr. Edward 


Lake. 12ves, Price 2 $.6 d. | 
Secret Memoirs of the Duke and Dutcheſs of Orleans, 


intermix'd with Amours, Intriegues and Adventures of 


themoſt Eminent Princes of the Court of France, written 
by Madam D' Anngy, Author of the Ladies Travels into 
Spain, made Engliſhfrom the Paris Edition Price 2 5. 
1 An Eaſie and Safe Method, for Curing the King's 
With ſeveral Obſervations which may be uſe and Ser- 


vice to People afflicted with that Diſtemper. x 
To which is added, a Specimen of Succeſs, in a faith- 


ful Relation of many extraordinary Cures on Men, Wo# 


men, and Children. „ ſg 2 18 
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The Sixth Edition, with Additions. 
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65. For The Popes have erred in F W and 
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5 66. Inſtances thereof. 
" | 657. Alo d ly Paris. | 


68. Pope Liberius err yh 
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75. And Sixtus Ve. 
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96. They are not Neceſſary, rior very uſeful, 
97. Several Concluſions from 1 the Jaid Diſtin- 
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102. Inſtances of G that have err d. 


104. which ſhews that the Patrons of Infallibi- 


 hity make it Center in the Pope. 
105. „ and General nn have 
= 
105. Inſtances thereof 
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1 31, The Chiirch was without it 300 Tears, 


132, The Papiſts do not believe i Maag, 4 
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ries of Connals,  - 
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136. Farther than tis Inſpir d. 
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